New numbers on SF HIV cases 

Health department says city has seen 
small shift toward gay, bi men of color. 
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No end to the honeymoon 

Mayor Gavin Newsom is a hit 
at Equality California reception. 
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Ballet’s best: Mr. B 

San Francisco Ballet’s 
Balanchine fest begins. 

see Arts section 


Trans panic 
defense 
already 
evident in 

Aranjo 

murder trial 

by Zak Szymanski 


Gwen Araujo 
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S exual deception” was the theme of 
defense attorney Tony Serra’s 
statements during jury selection 
for the trial of the three men accused 
of kiljing transgender teenager Gwen 
Araujo. 

Serra, famous for representing 
high-profile defendants, is the attor¬ 
ney for defendant Jason Cazares, 24, 
who along with Michael Magidson, 
23, and Jose Merel, 24, faces first-de¬ 
gree murder 
charges with a 
hate crime en¬ 
hancement for 
the brutal death 
of Araujo. 

Araujo was 
born as a male 
named Edward 
but presented 
and lived as fe¬ 
male. She was 
just 17 years old 

when she was killed at a house party 
in the East Bay city of Newark, on Oc¬ 
tober 3,2002. 

According to the prosecution’s 
lead witness Jaron Nabors, 20, who 
accepted a plea-bargain in exchange 
for his testimony against his friends, 
Araujo had sex with both Merel and 
Magidson in the fall of 2002. At the 
party on October 3, said Nabors dur¬ 
ing the preliminary hearing last year, 
it was determined that Araujo was bi¬ 
ologically male, and it was then that 
she was allegedly beaten over a peri¬ 
od of two hours, hit in the head with 
a shovel, and hung from the garage, 
after which the suspects drove her 
body to a remote campground and 
buried it in a shallow grave. 

Despite the reported lengthy time 
span of the crime and series of con¬ 
versations where presumably each of 
the suspects had a chance to contem¬ 
plate his actions, Serra and other de¬ 
fense attorneys have argued that Arau¬ 
jo’s slaying was a “crime of passion.” 

And if Serra’s questioning thus far 
is any indication, it looks like attor¬ 
neys for the suspects will rely on a 
“trans-panic” defense, even though 
hate crime laws are supposed to ren¬ 
der such tactics useless. 

Potential jurors have been assem¬ 
bled at Alameda County Superior 
Court in Hayward since March 15, 
page 17 ► 


Serving the gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender communities since 1971 


Soatt MHittee bolds its tori 
haring in m marriage amnndannt 


by Bob Roehr 

T he Senate’s third hearing on the so-called 
threat of gay marriage, held Tuesday, 
March 23, was a strange mix of acrimony 
and ennui. In the end, it was unclear 
whether any movement had been made in 
any direction, or when the committee might 
again take up the issue. 

“The traditional institution of marriage is 
not about discrimination - it is about chil¬ 
dren,” asserted Senator John Cornyn (R- 
Texas), chair of the Judiciary Subcommittee 
on the Constitution. 

“Activist judges,” in finding that banning 
gay couples from marrying discriminates 
against them, are “accusing ordinary Ameri¬ 
cans of prejudice, while abolishing American 
traditions by judicial fiat,” he said. 

“The only way to save laws deemed ‘un¬ 
constitutional’ by activist judges is a consti¬ 
tutional amendment,” he added. 

Cornyn said these activists “accuse others 
of writing discrimination into the Constitu¬ 
tion, yet they are the ones writing the Amer- 


Representatives John Lewis and Barney Frank (backs to camera) testify before Senators John 
Cornyn, Dianne Feinstein, Ted Kennedy, and Dick Durbin. 


ican people out of our constitutional democ¬ 
racy.” 

Senator Dianne Feinstein (California), the 
ranking Democrat on the committee, called 


the Federal Marriage Amendment “ill-timed 
and ill-advised.... It would, if enacted, be¬ 
come the first amendment to limit rights” 
page 16 ► 


Court unlikely to void yay nuptials, experts say 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


E ven if the city fails to convince the state 
Supreme Court that San Francisco offi¬ 
cials had a right to issue marriage licenses 
to gay and lesbian couples, legal experts sug¬ 
gest the state’s top court may not move to 
nullify those marriages already performed. 

While the case centers around the legal 
question of whether Mayor Gavin Newsom 
acted lawfully in issuing marriage licenses to 
same-sex couples, it appears the court will 


not address whether those licenses are valid, 
several lawyers interviewed by the Bay Area 
Reporter said this week. 

“It is not a foregone conclusion that if he 
acted out of his authority they are null and 
void,” said Jay Kuo, co-chair of the San Fran¬ 
cisco Bar Association’s subcommittee on sex¬ 
ual orientation issues and a constitutional 
lawyer with Keker and Van Nest. 

Tamara Lange, with the American Civil 
Liberties Union of Northern California, said 
most people in the legal community would 
be surprised if the justices do address the 


mmsmmmmmmmmmm 
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question of the licenses’ validity when they 
issue their ruling later this summer. 

“When you look at the court’s order and 
look at the request by the attorney general 
and antigay groups, it’s clear the court has re¬ 
stricted the scope of briefing and has said 
nothing about having the city brief on the va¬ 
lidity of the existing marriages between 
same-sex couples,” said Lange. 

When the court issued its order on March 
11, it directed city officials to immediately 
halt the gay nuptials while the cases are pend¬ 
ing before the court. But the court also re¬ 
stricted its scope in the case, limiting briefs it 
asked the parties to file to the narrow legal 
question of whether Newsom exceeded or 
acted outside his authority when he decided 
not to enforce the limitations on marriage 
found in state statutes. 

At the same time, the court invited the city 
or another party to file a separate action in 
page 15 ► 
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Out against the war 


Among the hundreds of clever signs carried by the tens of thousands of antiwar 
marchers Saturday, March 20 one of the best was from Sergio Benavides, left, walking 
with the Marriage Equality California contingent. Massive demonstrations took place in 
cities around the world on the one-year anniversary of the war with Iraq. 


BAR Talk 

40 

Classifieds 

19 

Lavender Tube 

34 

Lesbian Notions 

8 

Mailstrom 

7 

Mister Marcus 

38 

Obituaries 

17 

Open Forum 

6 

Our Man Friday 

9 

Out There 

26 

Out & About 

36 

Past Out 

10 

Personals 

46 

Sports Complex 

18 


























2 BAY AREA REPORTER 25 March 2004 




IT REfiLLY DOES LOOK BETTER 
WITH THE HRIR GONE 
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Permanent 

Hair Removal 
and 

Reshaping 

JOHN FRIZZELL 

Registered Electrologist 

626-2729 

FREE CONSULTATION 
www.castroelectrology.com 
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Low Carb Store 



Specialty foods for Atkins, South Beach, diabetics. 
Bring in this ad for 10% off! 

514 Frederick St. (at Stanyan), SF 415-242-2446 
Queer Owned and Operated 



To register, call Esalen Institute (83 1)667-3000 


May 23rd-28th, 2004 
personal growth workshop for gay and 
men at Esalen Institute in beautiful 

For more information please < 

Justin 
(415)6 
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REALTY EXECUTIVES 100% 



Condoms shredded as 
activists protest N-9 



David Mayer dumps N-9 condoms into a shredder at news conference. 


by Ed Walsh 


A ctivists turned up the heat 
this week on manufacturers 
that produce condoms lu¬ 
bricated with the spermicide 
nonoxynol-9. 

To illustrate their point, an es¬ 
timated 750,000 N-9 condoms 
were shredded at a press confer¬ 
ence in Oakland on Monday, 
March 22. It was held at Mayer 
Laboratories, one of the condom 
makers that voluntarily agreed to 
stop making N-9 condoms. Com¬ 
pany President David Mayer ex¬ 
plained that an additional 250,000 
N-9 condoms were destroyed at 
his factory in Japan the same day, 
making for a total of 1 million. 

Mayer discontinued producing 
products with N-9 in September 
2002, following World Health Or¬ 
ganization and Centers for Dis¬ 
ease Control and Prevention re¬ 
ports documenting the risk of N- 
9. The shredded condoms were 
from Mayer Labs’ inventory and 
returns from the marketplace. 

Ironically, N-9 was once tout¬ 
ed as an HIV prophylactic and 
added to condoms and lubricants 
after initial tests showed that it 
killed the virus. Subsequent tests 
on human subjects, however, 
showed that it actually had the op¬ 
posite effect because it stripped 
away the protective epithelial cells 
in the lining of the rectum and 
vagina, leaving its users more vul¬ 
nerable to HIV and infection. Al¬ 
though it is effective in its contra¬ 
ceptive form, the WHO conclud¬ 
ed in its exhaustive N-9 report 
that when added to condoms, N-9 
provided no additional contra¬ 
ceptive benefit and “should not be 
promoted.” 

In addition to Mayer, Mon¬ 
day’s press conference was attend¬ 
ed by San Francisco Department 
of Public Health’s STD prevention 
director, Dr. Jeffrey Klausner; 
Dean Goishi, director, California 
AIDS Clearinghouse (LA Gay & 
Lesbian Center); and Bart 
Broome, legislative assistant to As¬ 
semblyman Paul Koretz, (D-West 
Hollywood.) 

The participants announced a 
grassroots effort aimed at retail¬ 
ers, manufacturers, health agen¬ 
cies, and the federal Food and 
Drug Administration. 

Broome announced that he 
has initiated a Web site: 
StopN9Condoms.com, which he 


is funding with his own money 
and with the help of volunteer 
Web developers. Broome ex¬ 
plained that through that site, 
people can get more information 
and can e-mail major retailers 
who sell N-9 condoms and can 
also e-mail manufacturers that 
still make N-9 condoms. 

The three major manufactur¬ 
ers still making N-9 condoms are 
Armkel, the producer of Trojans; 
Ansell, the maker of the LifeStyles 
brand; and Okamoto Industries, 
the manufacturer of the Beyond 
Seven brand. None of the manu¬ 
facturers returned the Bay Area 
Reporter's calls or e-mails by press 
time. In the past, manufacturers 
have defended adding N-9 to con¬ 
doms by arguing that it provides 
an additional contraceptive bene¬ 
fit. However, when pressed, they 
could provide no evidence that it 
does. 

Following the first studies that 
documented the dangers of N-9, 
most health organizations pulled 
them from distribution. Activists 
are now calling for health agencies 
to also stop doing business with 
companies that produce N-9 con¬ 
doms. 

Goishi announced that the Los 
Angeles Gay and Lesbian Center 
would stop doing business with 
any manufacturer that continues 
to produce N-9 products. He 
asked other health agencies to do 
the same. 


Goishi’s plea already had one 
major impact. Chris Owen, the as¬ 
sociate program director of the 
Stop AIDS Project, told the B.A.R. 
that he would ask that his organi¬ 
zation stop purchasing condoms 
from any manufacturer that 
makes N-9 condoms. Owen noted 
that the Stop AIDS Project was 
one of the first organizations in 
the Bay Area to stop distributing 
N-9 condoms. The Stop AIDS 
Project currently buys some non- 
N-9 condoms under the LifeStyles 
and Beyond Seven brands. Owen 
estimated that his organization 
currently spends at least a half 
million dollars each year on con¬ 
doms, making it one of the biggest 
distributors of free condoms in 
the country. 

Klausner told the B.A.R. that 
he would ask that DPH’s condom 
supplier no longer furnish DPH 
with condoms made by manufac¬ 
turers that also produce an N-9 
variety. 

Reg Norton, a spokesman for 
the San Francisco AIDS Founda¬ 
tion, told the B.A.R. that SFAF is 
considering a similar move. 

The anti-N-9 activists are also 
critical of the FDA, which has al¬ 
lowed N-9 condoms to be sold 
without any evidence of effective¬ 
ness or safety. FDA spokeswoman 
Mary Ellen Taylor told the B.A.R. 
that her agency is addressing those 
concerns with a proposal that calls 
for new labeling requirements. ▼ 
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Gay marriage means more 
discrimination for SoCal man 


by Zak Szymanski 


ilj§ # he aftermath of San Francis- 
co’s.historjc gay weddings 
8 has not been all roses, par¬ 
ticularly for couples who live out¬ 
side of the Bay Area. 

On Valentine’s Day, Southern 
California resident Ron Fanelle, 
37, married his long-term partner 
Randy Serak, 36, at San Francisco 
City HalL The middle school 
teacher then returned home, and 
was pleased when his supportive 
co-workers at the Pleasant Valley 
School District in Ventura Coun¬ 
ty announced his marriage at a 
staff meeting. 

Then the nightmare began. 
Fanelle sayjs that while he has al¬ 
ways kept his sexual orientation 
private, another staff member 
outed him to students in March. 
Students began to ask questions, 
he said, and he dealt with them 
openly but briefly, hoping to put 


the matter to rest. 

“In my sixth grade class there 
were some comments from my 
students. There was some bigotry, 
and some silliness, but I tried to 
steer the conversations back to the 
Magna Carta and other things we 
were working on,” Fanelle told the 
Bay Area Reporter in a telephone 
interview this week. 

Soon afterward, a parent com¬ 
plained to the school board that 
Fanelle had discussed his sexual 
orientation in his classroom, and 
at a school board meeting that fol¬ 
lowed, one parent stood up and 
“made a bunch of wild accusa¬ 
tions, that I was violating the law 
by getting married, and that I was 
bringing the homosexual agenda 
into the classroom,” said Fanelle, 
who also said that he believes a 
school board member discussed 
his sexuality with a local Boy 
Scout troop. 

• The backlash has included par¬ 
ents removing their kids from 


Fanelle’s classroom, he said. He 
has lodged a complaint against 
those he believes outed him, not 
because he is ashamed of his sex-' 
uality, but because his intention 
was always to keep the issue from 
erupting. Last week, a private in¬ 
vestigator hired by the district ap¬ 
peared at his home, “and it be¬ 
came clear to me that I was being 
sized up. What he was trying to. 
figure out, I have no idea.” 

Fanelle said he has asked why 
he is being investigated - particu¬ 
larly when “I’m the one who filed 
the complaint” - but school dis¬ 
trict answers have been elusive. 

Pleasant Valley School District 
Superintendent Dr. Thomas Dase 
confirmed that there is an investi¬ 
gation, but he told the B.A.R. that 
Fanelle’s sexuality and gay mar¬ 
riage are not the targets of the in¬ 
quiry. 

“He did announce to the staff 
that he had gone to San Francisco 
page 19 ► 
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News in brief 


compiled by Cynthia Laird 


Marriage lecture tonight 

“Same-sex marriage: A queer 
and feminist perspective” is the 
topic of a public lecture taking 
place tonight (Thursday, March 
25) at New Valencia Hall, 1908 
Mission Street (at 15th Street) at 7 
p.m. Panelists will include long¬ 
time queer social justice activist 
Tommi Avicolli Mecca and lesbian 
poet and revolutionary educator 
Merle Woo. The discussion will 
center on whether legalizing LGBT 
wedlock threatens the traditional 
family - and if so, is that a bad 
idea? The meeting is free. A 
springtime supper will be served at 
6:15 p.m. for a $6.50 donation. For 
more information, call (415) 864- 
1278 or e-mail bafsprw@igc.org. 

Dignity/SF event Saturday 

Dignity/San Francisco, the 
local chapter of the national orga¬ 
nization that advocates on behalf 
of LGBT Catholics, will hold its 
annual Pax Et Bonum dinner and 
awards program Saturday, March 
27 at the Crowne Plaza Union 
Square Hotel, 480 Sutter Street. 
This year’s honorees include Call 
to Action, a Catholic movement 
working for justice within the 
Catholic Church and society; Fr. 
Louis Vitale, a Franciscan priest 
who serves at St. Boniface Parish in 
the Tenderloin; and Chris Daley, 
co-director of the Transgender 
Law Center. Members of Digni¬ 
ty/SF who will be honored include 
Victoria Valencia and Paul Ziller. 

Tickets start at $50 per person. 


There will be a no-host cocktail re¬ 
ception at 7 p.m., followed by the 
dinner and program at 8. For more 
information, call (415) 681-2491. 

‘Old Dyke’ awards Sunday 

Winners of the “Pat Bond Old 
Dyke Memorial Awards” will be 
honored Sunday, March 28 at St. 
John’s Presbyterian Church, 2727 
College Avenue, in Berkeley. A re¬ 
ception takes place from 3:30-4:30 
p.m., followed by the awards cere¬ 
mony from 4:45-6:30 p.m. Awards 
are presented biennially to les¬ 
bians over 60 who have made sig¬ 
nificant contributions to the com¬ 
munity but have not been recog¬ 
nized for their efforts. 

This year’s winners are: Avotcja, 
a performing musician, author, and 
teacher; Cathy Cade, a photograph¬ 
er; Judy Freespirit, an antiwar and 
disability rights activist; Barbara 
Jue, a co-founder of Women Over 
Fifty and their Friends; Ina May 
Murri and Stella Lopez-Armiko, a 
combined East Bay force in several 
organizations, including Lavender 
Seniors; and Marge Nelson, a grass¬ 
roots activist, therapist, scholar, au¬ 
thor, and teacher. 

Kate Kendell, executive director 
of the National Center for Lesbian 
Rights, will give opening remarks. 
Ronnie Gilbert, a folksinger for¬ 
merly of the Weavers, will provide 
entertainment. 

The awards are named after Pat 
Bond, a playwright, monologist, 
and comedienne who died in 1990. 

Tickets to Sunday’s event start 
at $50 per person, though orga¬ 
nizers said that no one will be 
turned away for lack of funds. For 


more information, visit www.pat- 
bondaward.com. 

City College 
marriage forum 

A diverse panel will address the 
same-sex marriage issue at a free 
forum Tuesday, March 30 in the 
Diego Rivera Theater on the City 
College campus, 50 Phelan Avenue, 
in San Francisco. Presented by the 
college’s Queer Alliance, the debate 
will feature six individuals who will 
wrestle with the question: Should 
same-sex marriage be legal? Sched¬ 
uled panelists include Dolores 
Meehan and Frances Peterson from 
Your Catholic Voice; Neil Simms 
from the Human Rights Cam¬ 
paign; Molly McKay from Marriage 
Equality California; Tommi Avicol¬ 
li Mecca, a progressive activist; and 
Ora Prochovnick, an attorney 
speaking on behalf of the National 
Center for Lesbian Rights. Michelle 
Gorthy, debate coach at City Col¬ 
lege, will moderate the forum, 
which runs from 7-9 p.m. 

Lambda Legal event 

Lambda Legal Defense and Ed¬ 
ucation Fund is hosting its annu¬ 
al “Lambda at the Legion” 
fundraiser Thursday, April 1 from 
6:30-9:30 p.m. at the Legion of 
Honor, 34™ Avenue and Clement 
Street in Lincoln Park. Featured 
guests will be Daniel Kline, who 
could not get a job transfer after 
his partner moved to another city, 
and Matthew Cusick, the HIV¬ 
positive gymnast fired by Cirque 
du Soleil. Ticket prices start at 
$200 per person. For more infor¬ 
mation, call (415) 677-8688. ▼ 
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Politicos ask Chronicle to 
reconsider ousted journalists 


by Cynthia Laird 


I penly gay Supervisors Tom 
Ammiano and Bevan Dufty 
W on March 18 asked the San 
Francisco Chronicle to reconsider 
its decision to prohibit two lesbian 
staffers from covering the same- 
sex marriage story because they 
got married. 

In a March 12 memo sent to 
the newspaper’s staff, Chronicle 
executive editor Phil Bronstein 
said that veteran City Hall re¬ 
porter Rachel Gordon and pho¬ 
tographer Liz Mangelsdorf were 
taken off the gay marriage story 
after they became one of the thou¬ 
sands of couples to receive a mar¬ 
riage license. Bronstein’s memo 
noted that both women disagreed 
with the paper’s decision. The un¬ 
derlying reason for the decision, 
Bronstein said in an e-mail to the 
Bay Area Reporter last week, was 
that Gordon and Mangelsdorf had 
participated in a news event they 
were covering. 

At Thursday’s news conference, 
Ammiano praised the Chronicle's 
coverage of the LGBT community, 



Supervisor Tom Ammiano 

but said, “the removal of highly es¬ 
teemed journalists from coverage 
is impugning standards.” 

“Just because someone is 
openly queer doesn’t mean they’re 
not impartial,” he added. 

Ammiano also called the 
Chronicle’s decision “troubling” 
and requested the paper have an 
independent review of the situa¬ 
tion. 


Dufty said he too was bothered 
by the paper’s decision. 

Michael Goldstein, president 
of the Harvey Milk LGBT Demo¬ 
cratic Club, called the situation 
“problematic,” while Rick 
Kowalewski, co-chair of the Alice 
B. Toklas LGBT Democratic Club 
said that Gordon is an “outstand¬ 
ing” reporter who shows no bias 
in her articles. 

Robert Haaland, former Milk 
Club president, talked of rights in 
the workplace. “What this will do 
is have a chilling effect on people’s 
willingness to come out,” he said. 
“That’s the most troubling aspect 
of this.” 

The Chronicle’s reader represen¬ 
tative, Dick Rogers, wrote a column 
about the situation Monday, in 
which he reiterated what he told the 
B.A.R. last week: that “many read¬ 
ers could doubt that the journalists 
could retain a healthy skepticism” if 
Gordon and Mangelsdorf contin¬ 
ued to cover the story. Rogers wrote 
that Gordon would continue to 
cover the mayor and City Hall. 

Gordon and Mangelsdorf have 
declined to comment on the situ¬ 
ation. ▼ 
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GLBT federal employee rights threatened 


by Bob Roehr 


T b 
: 


1 he U.S. Office of the Special 
Counsel is the latest arena 
for the right wing to try to 
roll back gains made by gays and 
lesbians. The obscure office is the 
lynchpin for protecting 1.7 mil¬ 
lion federal employees from dis¬ 
crimination and retaliation. 

Scott J. Bloch was confirmed to 
the position by the Senate and 
began a five-year term on January 
5. He had worked on the Task 
Force for Faith-based and Com¬ 
munity Initiatives at the Depart¬ 
ment of Justice. Prior to that he 
had been a research fellow at the 
Claremont Institute, a vociferous¬ 
ly antigay California think tank. 

During his confirmation hear¬ 
ing Block convinced the senators 
that he would protect the rights of 
gay federal employees. 

But within a month of Bloch 


taking office, the OSC had “re¬ 
moved references to sexual orien¬ 
tation from its basic brochure, its 
complaint form, a two-page flyer 
entitled ‘Your Rights as a Federal 
Employee,’ and a set of training 
slides,” charged Federal GLOBE 
on February 12. 

The organization is the um¬ 
brella group of GLBT employees 
in the federal government. It 
called the actions “political pan¬ 
dering to the conservative right” 
that send “a chilling message” to 
gay federal employees. 

Bloch responded to press in¬ 
quiries by saying that he was re¬ 
viewing the non-discrimination 
policy. He believes his predeces¬ 
sors might have overstepped their 
authority. He told the Federal 
Times that action such as attend¬ 
ing a gay Pride event would be 
protected, but sexual orientation 
might not be. 

In his interpretation, Bloch is 


making a distinction between 
one’s conduct as a gay or lesbian 
and one’s status as a gay or les¬ 
bian, the Federal Times noted. 

page 19 ► 


Saint Agnes 

Invites you to celebrate the 

Sacrament of 
Reconciliation 

Wednesday, April 7th 
9:00 AM to 7:00 PM 


If you have been thinking about going to confession, this may be the day for 
you. In preparation for Easter, Saint Agnes Parish provides an inviting 
environment for all who wish to celebrate this Sacrament. 

Jesuit Confessors will be available throughout the day. All are welcome. 
(Parking is available in our lots on Oak Street, just west of Masonic Avenue) 

1025 Masonic Avenue, San Francisco 
(415) 487-8560 

Inclusive + Diverse + Jesuit 
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FREE Quit-smoking classes for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 

TRANSGENDER AND HIV+ SMOKERS. QUIT SMOKING IN A 
CONFIDENTIAL AND SUPPORTIVE GROUP SETTING. CLASSES 
LED BY A HIGHLY SKILLED AND EXPERIENCED CLINIC LEADER 
CERTIFIED BY THE AMERICAN LUNG ASSOCIATION. 


Mori & Associates 

Attorneys 



Business Law / Real Estate 
Creditor’s Rights & Bankruptcy / Construction Law 
Commercial Law - UCC / Landlord - Tenant 
Small Business Representation / Domestic Partnership Issues 

Telephone: (415)864-1890 Fax: (415) 864-1891 
Financial District and Castro offices 

17years litigation & trial experience in Federal and State Courts 



SMOKE LESS. 

PLAY MORE. 

NEXT CLASS BEGINS APRIL 7th! 


WWW.LASTDRAC.ORC 

415.339.STOP 


Sponsored by the San Francisco Department of Public Health and Coalition of Lavender Americans on Smoking & Health (CLASH). 











































6 BAY AREA REPORTER 25 March 2004 



BayAreaReporter 


Volume 34/ Number 13 
25 March 2004 


PUBLISHER 

Bob Ross (1971 - 2003) 

NEWS EDITOR 

Cynthia Laird 

ARTS EDITOR 

Roberto Friedman 

POLITICAL EDITOR 

Wayne Friday 

ASSISTANT EDITORS 

Matthew S. Bajko 
Mark Mardon 
Zak Szymanski 

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS 

Tavo Amador • Heidi Beeler • John Blanco 
Dan Blue • Victoria A. Brownworth 
Philip Campbell • Dale Carpenter 
Aaron J. Cohen • Richard Dodds • Eric Ganther 
Glen Helfand • Liz Highleyman • Joe E. Jeffreys 
Brandon Judell • Robert Julian • John F. Karr 
Matthew Kennedy • David Lamble • Mister Marcus 
Paula Martinac • Michael McDonagh • Gary Morris 
Jim Nawrocki • Lois Pearlman • Deborah Peifer 
Jim Piechota • Jim Provenzano • Mary Richards 
Adrian Roberts • Bob Roehr • Adam Sandel 
Jason Serinus • Will Shank • Gregg Shapiro 
Michael Wade Simpson • Gwendolyn Smith 
Alex Robertson Textor • Paul Thomason 
Stephanie von Buchau • Helen Vozenilek 
Ed Walsh • Dick Walters 


ART DIRECTION & LAYOUT 

Adrian Roberts 

AD PRODUCTION & DESIGN 

T. Scott King 

PRODUCTION ASSISTANT 

Rich Garitano 

PHOTOGRAPHERS 

Jane Philomen Cleland 
Darlene/PhotoGraphics 
Marc Geller 
Rick Gerharter 

ILLUSTRATORS & CARTOONISTS 

Berg E 

Christine Smith 


GENERAL MANAGER 

Michael M. Yamashita 

ADVERTISING MANAGER 

David McBrayer 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

Elsa Lee 


NATIONAL ADVERTISING 
REPRESENTATIVE 

Rivendell Media 
212.242.6863 

LEGAL COUNSEL 

Thomas E. Horn, Esq. 

MEMBER 

National Gay Newspaper Guild 
United Press International 

|un 


Bay Area Reporter 

395 Ninth Street 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
415.861.5019 • 415.861.7230 
http://www.ebar.com 

News Editor • barpaper@aol.com 
Arts Editor • bararts@aol.com 
Advertising • baradv@aol.com 


A division of Benro Enterprises, Inc. © 2004 

Published weekly. Bay Area Reporter reserves 
the right to edit or reject any advertisement 
which the publisher believes is in poor taste 
or which advertises illegal items which 
might result in legal action against 
Bay Area Reporter. Ads will not be rejected 
solely on the basis of politics, philosophy, 
religion, race, age, or sexual orientation. 

Advertising rates are available upon request. 

Our list of subscribers and advertisers is 
confidential and is not sold. The sexual 
orientation of advertisers, photographers, and 
writers published herein is neither inferred nor 
implied. We are not responsible for unsolicited 
manuscripts or artwork. 

kli VERIFIED 

■t m AUDIT CIRCULATION 



The Bay Area Reporter is printed on 100% 
recycled paper using soy-based inks. 


A bipartisan fight 


VHR quality California, a statewide gay 
|ta rights lobbying group, announced this 
mHI week that it’s joining with the Log 
Cabin Republicans to fight the proposed 
constitutional amendment banning gay 
marriage in the Golden State. The move 
comes after LCR announced Monday that it 
plans to expand airing of its ad against the 
proposed amendment to Sacramento. (It 
started airing earlier this month in several 
other states.) While California is not ex¬ 
pected to be one of the so-called battle¬ 
ground states in November’s presidential 
election, Jeff Scott, Log Cabin’s Sacramento 
president, said in a statement that Califor¬ 
nia is at “ground zero” of the battle over 
marriage equality. Assemblyman Mark Leno 
(D-San Francisco) last month introduced a 
resolution in the Legislature that would put 
California on record opposing the FMA. 

LCR’s latest move is interesting, because 
until LCR took its gloves off by launching a 
national ad campaign against the amend¬ 
ment, many in the LGBT community had 
viewed the group mostly with disdain. Gay 
Republicans, the saying goes, are an oxy¬ 
moron. But gay Republicans by and large 
support marriage rights; and while social 
conservatives in the party despise them, 
they are working with moderate party 
members to stop the FMA. 

What LCR and EQCA are doing is push¬ 
ing the envelope, and separately and togeth¬ 
er both organizations are trying to get 
politicians on both sides of the aisle to go 
on record against the Federal Marriage 
Amendment. As for EQCA, which tradi¬ 
tionally has worked with Democratic legis¬ 
lators to spearhead a variety of bills, includ¬ 
ing AB205, the new willingness to reach out 
to gay GOPers doesn’t trouble Executive Di¬ 
rector Geoffrey Kors. As he told us a few 
weeks ago, his organization is bipartisan. It 
does not make endorsements and, right 
now, the fight is on over same-sex marriage. 

At EQCA’s annual dinner event last Sat¬ 
urday, Kors took aim at presumed Democ¬ 
ratic presidential nominee John Kerry, say¬ 
ing it is “unacceptable for our so-called 
friends to support amending constitutions.” 
In Kerry’s case, the Massachusetts senator 
has offered conditional support for an 
amendment to his state’s Constitution that 
would ban same-sex marriage, if protec¬ 
tions for civil unions and domestic partner¬ 
ships were included. That makes no sense to 
us, since Kerry has come out against the 
FMA and, as his supporters so frequently re¬ 
mind us, voted against the federal Defense 


of Marriage Act in 1996 when he was facing 
re-election to the U.S. Senate. 

“Equality is nonpartisan,” Kors said last 
week. The mayor of New Paltz, New York, 
who performed some same-sex marriages 
until he was criminally charged, is a mem¬ 
ber of the Green Party. San Francisco Mayor 
Gavin Newsom is a Democrat. And several 
prominent Republicans, such as Cal¬ 
ifornia Congressman David Dreier, 
are against amending the U.S. 
Constitution. , 

Meanwhile, a Senate subcom¬ 
mittee held yet another hearing 
on the FMA Tuesday, with propo¬ 
nents offering up a slightly reworded 
version that in our opinion does noth¬ 
ing to improve it. Several legal 
experts have noted that the re¬ 
vised version, which merely 
drops a reference to state or 
federal law, makes it no more certain that 
the amendment would allow civil unions or 
domestic partnerships. Christopher Anders, 
legislative counsel for the American Civil 
Liberties Union, called the change “a des¬ 
perate political move,” crafted after the 
sponsors realized they did not have even a 
simple 50 percent majority in Congress, 
much less the two-thirds needed for passage 
in both the House and the Senate. “The new 
proposal would still write discrimination 
into the Constitution, deny all states the 


right to decide who can get married in their 
states, preempt the state constitutions of the 
50 states, prohibit such important court de¬ 
cisions as the Vermont civil union decision 
and the Oregon domestic partnership deci¬ 
sion, and potentially jeopardize a wide array 
of other rights provided to gay and lesbian 
couples and their children,” Anders said. 

What’s interesting about the Senate hear¬ 
ings, particularly Tuesday’s session, is 
that those in support of the FMA can¬ 
not answer the most basic questions 
about their opposition to same-sex 
marriage. Representative Barney 
Frank (D-Massachusetts), who testi¬ 
fied before the panel, put it best when 
^ he asked, “When I go home from 
today’s work and I choose, be¬ 
cause of my nature, to associ¬ 
ate with another man, how is 
that a problem for you? How 
does that hurt you?” Frank did not get a di¬ 
rect response. 

We need to demand such responses. 
Why? Because those pushing the FMA - as 
well as those supporting efforts to amend 
various state constitutions - cannot honest¬ 
ly answer that question. Gays and lesbians 
who wish to marry will not destroy the “in¬ 
stitution” of marriage. As those who have 
gotten married can attest, such recognition 
has only made their relationships equal with 
those of heterosexual couples. ▼ 


WE HAD TO CROSS THE COUNTRY 
TO DO IT, BUT NOW WE’RE MARRIED! 
WE’RE STANDING T-twccnon AOFl 
UP FOR OUR -<VJ VE5URE ARE' 
RIGHTS/ 



WE’RE STANDING UP TO THE RELIGIOUS 
RIGHT/ WE’RE STANDING UP TO THE 

homophobes and >- 

HATEMONGERS: /L R, GHT ON/ 





We did it once, we’ll do it again 


by Craig Dziedzic 


H lthough the Rotunda area at City Hall 
K , is a bit more quiet these days since the 
M%» California Supreme Court’s ruling 
that temporarily stopped San Francisco 
from issuing and recording same-sex mar¬ 
riage licenses, one can still recall the abun¬ 
dance of love, excitement, and jubilation 
from the events of the last several weeks. 

Each member of the LGBT community 
will always recall what he or she was doing 
on that “Holy Thursday” or “original 
Thursday” when on February 12,2004 he or 
she heard that the city and county of San 
Francisco was issuing same-sex marriage li¬ 
censes. The nearly monthlong wedding 
march will always be remembered as one of 
the most important achievements for the 
civil rights movement in America. 

As an employee for the city and county 
of San Francisco who works as the chief tax 
counsel and director of policy and appeals 
for Assessor-Recorder Mabel S. Teng, I re¬ 
call how the first four couples were ushered 
into Assessor Teng’s office and how the staff, 
friends, and media were waiting in antici¬ 
pation for the marriage ceremony to begin. 
The atmosphere seemed very light and joy¬ 
ful; however as Teng began to officiate the 
marriage ceremony for the first couple, 
Phyllis Lyon, 79, and Del Martin, 83, the 
mood turned quiet and somber; and as the 
couple exchanged their vows, there was not 
a dried-eye person in that room. 


I also recall being deputized as a mar¬ 
riage commissioner by Nancy Alfaro, the 
county clerk, and how City Hall in the days 
that followed turned into a Woodstock of 
love with couples in long lines encircling 
City Hall. With the uncertainty of a number 
of pending legal proceedings, I felt as if I was 
living in a small European country on the 
eve of World War II with the threat of a 
Nazi invasion at any moment in the 
day. In our situation, the Nazi inva¬ 
sion was a court order enjoining the 
ceremonies. In response to such a 
threat, I felt that it was my calling to 
marry as many couples as possible 
before being told to stop. Others 
presumably felt the same way, 
since City Hall had an 
outpouring of volunteers 
from both city employees 
and non-employees, 
working endlessly late into the evenings and 
over a three-day weekend (February 14-16) 
to issue, officiate, and record the same-sex 
marriage licenses. I must have married more 
than a hundred couples in practically every 
area of the Rotunda, including the staircase. 
Couples traveled from as far away as Flori¬ 
da, Washington, D.C., Berlin, and Ireland. I 
found that in nine times out of ten, as it had 
happened with Phyllis and Del, the giddi¬ 
ness of the moment usually turned into a 
very emotional and teary one as the couple 
joined hands, looked each other in the eye, 
and exchanged their wedding vows. 

San Francisco should be proud to be the 


first city to stand up against discrimination 
of same-sex marriages. San Francisco 
should also be proud that it has nurtured 
and harvested its city elected officials to 
protect and uphold the constitutionally 
protected rights of its neighbors. In our 
case, straight married couples are the he¬ 
roes who protected the rights of same-sex 
couples to marry who they please. Hats off 
to Mayor Newsom who authorized the 
marriage licenses, as well as Nancy Alfaro 
who issued the marriage certificates, and 
Mabel S. Teng who recorded the 
certificates, along with City At- 
BfiKS torney Dennis Herrera who is 
defending the city’s actions. 

It is difficult to predict how 
the courts are going to 
rule on the pending legal 
actions. Already, other 
cities and counties are 
following the path of San Francisco. The 
LGBT community already knows that the 
community is very vibrant and tenacious in 
fighting barriers of discrimination. We have 
fought ongoing battles against racial and 
sexual discrimination in the 1960s and 
1970s as well as ones in the 1980s and 1990s 
involving HIV and AIDS. Each of our bat¬ 
tles against social injustice caused a change 
in either creating new laws protecting our 
rights or creating a greater social acceptance 
throughout the country. We know that there 
will be battles ahead, and eventually we will 
win the war because we did it once before, 
and we will do it again. ▼ 
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Activist damaged activism 

We are writing because we feel that last week’s 
B.A.R. coverage of the death of David Pasquarelli 
failed to provide needed analysis of his very public ac¬ 
tivism as a AIDS denialist [“AIDS activist David 
Pasquarelli dies at 36,” March 18]. Commitment to 
ideals must be tempered with rationality and com¬ 
passion for individuals you claim to be assisting. 
David failed terribly by these criteria, and this should 
be remembered in any reflection on David’s legacy. 

David’s activism was informed by an unsupported, 
irrational, yet unshakeable conviction that HIV is 
harmless and that anti-HIV drugs invariably do more 
harm than good. His promotion of this idea almost 
certainly contributed to early deaths of thousands of 
HIV-positive people in this country and possibly tens 
of thousands in the less developed world. South 
African President Thabo Mbeki embraced ACT 
UP/SF’s denialist rhetoric to justify years of delay in 
providing needed AIDS treatment and prevention. 

David’s brand of threatening, abusive, and often 
violent “activism” was frequently personally directed 
at AIDS activists, AIDS doctors and researchers, and 
people with AIDS. He seriously damaged unpaid 
AIDS activism in San Francisco. His repeated disrup¬ 
tions of meetings and discussions regarding HIV sci¬ 
ence and policy substantially poisoned the environ¬ 
ment for including people with HIV in these forums. 

David’s style of “activism” reminded us of no one 
so much as notorious homophobe Fred Phelps, also 
an idealistic and committed “activist.” As gay men 
with HIV, we will not feel it necessary to pay tribute at 
Phelps’s passing. We similarly feel no such need at 
David’s. 

But it is necessary to publicly critique 
and criticize David’s legacy, even at this 
sad time for those close to David. Young 
activists are strongly influenced by com¬ 
munity admiration and approval. It would 
be a tragedy if the tributes paid to David 
at his death encouraged others to imi¬ 
tate the worst mistakes of his life. 

Furthermore, even at David’s death, 
the denialist cant continues. David’s associates have 
attributed his death to stress caused by some two 
months spent in jail, anemia, PCP, meningitis, CMV, 
etc. In other words, anything but untreated HIV in¬ 
fection and AIDS. The death of fellow HIV-positing 
AIDS denialist Ronnie Burk one year ago was likewise 
attributed to anything but untreated HIV infection. 

With two of San Francisco’s four most outspoken 
HIV-positive AIDS denialists dead from AIDS within 
a year, we hope that fewer will embrace the denialists’ 
deadly dogma. We know from our experiences and 
those of hundreds of friends and loved ones that in¬ 
formed use of anti-HIV drugs improves health and 
saves lives and that HIV transmission prevention re¬ 
mains critical to slow this epidemic. It is sad that nei¬ 
ther David nor Ronnie allowed this reality to enter 
their world-view before it was too late. 

Stephen LeBlanc 
Michael Lauro 
San Francisco 

Expose Bush half-truths 

I greatly appreciated Wayne Friday’s March 11 and 
March 18 analyses of John Kerry’s important choice of 
a running mate, and hope the Kerry campaign listens 
to him [“Kerry-Edwards ‘dream ticket ’ no sure thing,” 
and “Democrats move to unite behind Kerry”]. 
Nonetheless, I fear that Kerry’s campaign may be 
drowned in a tide of Bush attack advertisements, re¬ 
gardless of whom the senator chooses as his running 
mate. 

Recently the Bush campaign has run several ads 
that mischaracterize Kerry’s positions and record. For 
instance, one ad says “John Kerry will raise taxes by 
$900 billion in his first 100 days.” In fact, John Kerry 
has promised to lower taxes on working families, not 
raise them. He plans to repeal the Bush tax cut only 
for families earning $200,000 or more. Another spot 
claims, “We can continue to go forward to work to 
create new jobs.” The truth is that America has lost 2.4 
million jobs since the Bush recession began in March 
2001 (Source: www.jobwatch.org, Economic Policy 
Institute). 

The press has a responsibility to hold politicians 
accountable when they campaign on baseless claims. 

I hope Wayne Friday and other reporters around the 
nation will point out the Bush campaign’s distortions, 
half-truths, and misrepresentations. Without that, no 
VP choice will help win the election against a well- 
funded tide of “lies-in-advertising.” 

Greg James 
San Francisco 

Passion for Shepard? 

I just read that the Mel Gibson film The Passion of 
the Christ's box office draw totals close to $200 mil¬ 
lion, for a movie depicting the last 12 hours of a man 
being brutalized, beaten, and crucified. I also read one 
church even bought out an entire movie theater for 
the entire weekend so that their compassionate mem¬ 
bers could view this piece of work. I just have to won¬ 



der if all those compassionate people who spent mil¬ 
lions of dollars to see Gibson’s depiction of the 12- 
hour brutal beating would spend the same amount of 
money to see a movie of the last 12 hours of Matthew 
Shepard’s life, who died in similar fashion. 

Tom Finan 
San Francisco 

Gavin for grand marshal 

It is ostensibly obvious that the Pride Committee 
should elect Mayor Gavin Newsom as grand marshal 
of the Pride Parade [“Pride Committee considers hon¬ 
ors for those behind SFgay marriages,” March 18]. No 
other California mayoral Democrat has come into the 
forefront to allow gay marriages. He has risked his po¬ 
litical career within the party and has been lauded by 
the gay community. There should be no co-grand 
marshal. 

In the December 2003 runoff election, I knew who 
and what I voted for. Gavin Newsom’s actions were 
not surprising to me. His detractors should be silent 
for now. The Pride Committee should vote yes to 
make our brave mayor, Gavin Newsom, grand mar¬ 
shal. 

Art Alcantar 
San Francisco 

Renters beware of Dufty 

Bevan Dufty is an opportunist. He switched his 
vote on Supervisor Chris Daly’s anti-demolition law 
[“Anti-demolition ill in the hands of Newsom and 
Dufty,” March 4 and “Anti-demolition bill ve¬ 
toed; up to Dufty to override,” March 11]. 
[I Dufty has been paid off by Angelo Sangia- 
como (owner of Trinity Plaza apart¬ 
ments) and other landlords. Wealthy San 
Francisco landlords largely financed his 
campaign for supervisor. 

Let me refresh everyone’s memory: 
Dufty supported Supervisor Tony Hall’s 
proposition that would have allowed 25 
percent of the occupants of a rented apartment build¬ 
ing, who agreed, to become a condominium. Fortu¬ 
nately, the proposition was overwhelmingly defeated. 

Dufty is seeking favor with Gavin Newsom. He 
wants Newsom’s endorsement when he comes up for 
re-election in a few years. His voting record always re¬ 
flects Newsom’s views. Come on Dufty, get your face 
out of Newsom’s butt. 

When Dufty was campaigning for supervisor, he 
promised to make the Castro clean and rid the area of 
panhandlers and other vagrants. Has anyone seen any 
difference since he took office? 

Jim Bishop 
San Francisco 

Happy bar is closed 

I am happy to see My Place closed. I hope other 
SOMA bar owners (say, for example, the Loading 
Dock) learn the lesson. My Place lost its patrons not 
because of the raid by California’s Alcohol Beverage 
Control board. My Place lost its patrons because, in¬ 
stead of fighting the ABC’s harassment, it caved in. 
Management changed the interior of the bar, hired a 
patrolman to harass patrons, and failed to defend pa¬ 
trons and itself against the ABC. My Place lost its 
sense of mission, it lost its reason for existing, and it 
failed to serve its patrons. 

Don L. WhRco 

Overblown theatrical productions 

“I have no objection to concept productions of 
classical plays,” wrote Alec Guiness in his last book, 
“but it worries me that young people seeing the play 
for the first time may think that’s the only way it 
should be done.” 

I recall with immense pleasure Ellis Rabb’s stylish 
modern dress version of The Merchant of Venice and 
William Ball’s delightful comedia d’el art Taming of 
the Shrew, both outstanding hits at ACT. In these cases 
the directors’ concepts worked because the produc¬ 
tion designs and character interpretations were true 
to the playwright’s intent. 

Lately in the Bay Area, however, we have had such 
overblown, distorted, and (in some cases) miscast 
productions of Ibsen, Shaw, and Maugham plays that 
I’m sure that if the writers were alive they couldn’t get 
to the restrooms fast enough to throw up. 

The most satisfying theatre I have seen so far this 
year is Palo Alto’s Theatre Works production of Arthur 
Miller’s 1947 All My Sons whose director, Kent 
Nicholson had the good sense not to parody the play’s 
period nor turn the powerful realistic drama into an 
absurd expressionistic piece of epic proportions. 

PS: The comments here should not be construed 
as criticisms of the B.A.R.'s Richard Dodds, whose re¬ 
view of Ibsen’s Ghosts in the March 11 issue [“Dark 
passages”], while kind, suggested that he recognized 
the problems with the production. 

Dean Goodman 
San Francisco 


AN EARTH-BASED APPROACH TO PSYCHOLGICAL & SPIRITUAL HEALING 




Rodney Karr, Ph.D. 

Licensed Psychologist JPSY6906 

Offices in San Francisco & the East Bay 
www.shamans-sf.org 


Gay Men's Jungian 
Shamanic Group Forming 

Thw weekly long-term group stresses a nature- 
based approach to psychological and spiritual 
healing. Traditional healing processes include 
dream work, otherworld journeying, dram¬ 
ming, myth and ritual. Join others in an 
ongoing process to facilitate the connected¬ 
ness between self, community and nature. 


Experienced Attorney 

Barry Schneider, Esq. 

Wills and Probate 
Family Law and Conservatorships 


Criminal Offenses 


Barry Schneider 
Attorney at Law 
(415)781-6500 


400 Montgomery St. 
Suite 505 
San Francisco 



785 Market Street, Suite I 150 

415.541.0300 
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Memo’s Mexicans Cuisine 

^ Authentic Guadalajaran Specialties in a 
f§Py Casually Elegant, Intimate Atmosphere. 

We prepare our food and salsa daily 
using only fresh ingredients. 

Live, Soft Romantic Guitar M.usic 
Wednesday through Sunday 

Open for Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
Vegetarian Dishes 
Ilie-Sat 9 to 9 • Sun. 10 to 9 
Beer • Wine • Sangria • Wine Margueritas 

925 . 691.6200 

blk from “Todos Santos Plaza” in Downtown Concord 
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Spread the word 


by Paula Martinac 

I n recent weeks, the 
word “spread” - 
commonly associ¬ 
ated with infectious 
disease - has been 
turning up in the same 
breath as “gay mar¬ 
riage.” Is this just an ar¬ 
bitrary word choice by 
pundits and politi¬ 
cians? I don’t think so. 

When gay couples 
began marrying in 
Portland, an unfortu¬ 
nate Associated Press 
headline, “Gay Mar¬ 
riages Spread to Ore¬ 
gon,” cropped up in pa¬ 
pers around the coun¬ 
try. By that time, how¬ 
ever, some antigay 
writers and leaders had 
already been vaguely 
linking gay marriage 
with disease. Stanley 
Kurtz of the National Review 
warned of “the spread of gay mar¬ 
riage from Massachusetts to a sig¬ 
nificant number of states.” And 
Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist 
(R-Tennessee) - a medical doctor, 
no less - held a somber press con¬ 
ference in which he predicted 
“same-sex marriage is likely 
to spread through all 50 states 
in the coming years.” 

Like a subliminal mes¬ 
sage, the word “spread” will 
reinforce in the minds of 
many Americans that 
being gay equals dis¬ 
ease and death. The 
political far 
right knows, 
after all, that a 
lot of straight 
people are still pretty fuzzy about 
homosexuality, reducing it to 
man-on-man anal sex. And if the 
disease can’t be cured, then an 
antigay-marriage amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution will at least 
contain it. “It is becoming increas¬ 
ingly clear that Congress must 
act,” Frist stated, looking as if he’d 
just announced that terrorists had 
released smallpox in the Capitol 
Rotunda. 

Of course, the notion of ho¬ 
mosexuality as a disease is not 
new. Doctors in the late 19th and 
early 20th centuries declared it a 
perversion of normal sexuality, 
with some physicians recom¬ 
mending “treatments” like castra¬ 
tion, clitorectomy, or lobotomy. 
Not until 1973 did the American 
Psychiatric Association remove 
homosexuality from its list of 
mental disorders, and the Ameri- 
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can Medical Association took an 
additional 20 years to expunge all 
references to “sexual orientation 
related disorders” from its poli¬ 
cies. Unfortunately, these changes 
came much too late for queers 
who had either sought out or been 
forced to undergo medical 
“cures” like analysis, elec¬ 
troshock, or aversion ther- 
apy. 

However, a lot of right¬ 
wingers still haven’t let go of 
the idea of homosexuality 
as a “condition.” Who can 
forget our previous Sen¬ 
ate majority leader, Trent 
Lott (R-Mis- 
sissippi), 
blithely com¬ 
paring homo¬ 
sexuality to alcoholism and klep¬ 
tomania? Of course, the AIDS 
pandemic has added fuel to the 
belief that homosexuality is not 
just immoral and unnatural, it’s 
unhealthy, too. Antigay activists 
and groups continue to dissemi¬ 
nate scary “fact” sheets with titles 
like “Medical Risks of Homosexu¬ 
ality,” detailing the host of horrif¬ 
ic things that befall men who de¬ 
liberately choose to be gay - most 
notably HIV and other STDs, but 
also torn rectums, chronic liver 
disease, and a decreased life ex¬ 
pectancy. (They never address les¬ 
bian health, by the way.) Now 
concerned Americans warn that 
marriage of gay couples, if left 
unchecked, will take hold from 
coast to coast. 

In a way, the predictions of the 
right are coming true - the drive 
for equal marriage rights is 


“spreading” like crazy, 
because the issue has ig¬ 
nited lesbian and gay ac¬ 
tivism like nothing since 
the advent of AIDS. 
Why? In part, marriage 
activism appeals to our 
community precisely be¬ 
cause we’ve endured 
more than 20 years of a 
ravaging disease that de¬ 
prived us of friends, fam¬ 
ily members, and lovers. 
Many of us have wit¬ 
nessed firsthand what 
happens when “surviving 
partner” does not carry 
the social or legal weight 
of “widow.” 

In addition, although 
we’re still battling AIDS, 
we’ve emerged from a 
very dark period of our 
£ communal history with 
” something that looks a 
•| lot like hope for the fu- 
g ture. Indeed, that’s much 
of what marriage signi¬ 
fies in our culture - people in love 
looking forward to a future to¬ 
gether. While AIDS activism was 
all about fighting for life, then, 
marriage activism is about fight¬ 
ing for love. As Mark Leno, a gay 
member of the California Assem¬ 
bly, recently put it, “For the first 
time we’re talking about our lives 
not in terms of sex or disease, but 
in how we love and how we live 
our lives.” 

But there’s also a big difference 
in the current wave of in-your- 
face queer activism: this time 
we’ve succeeded in bringing on¬ 
board powerful straight allies, 
who realize that denying marriage 
to same-sex couples amounts to 
social and economic discrimina¬ 
tion. Indeed, without city and 
county officials challenging unfair 
state marriage laws, there would¬ 
n’t be thousands of married same- 
sex couples in various cities and 
towns across the country. 

Talking to and engaging the 
support of straight people who re¬ 
ject the “disease and death” model 
of homosexuality will be even 
more vital to this movement in 
coming months. With their help, 
we can get out the message that 
there is an epidemic threatening 
this country - it’s called homo¬ 
phobia. T 


Paula Martinac is a Lambda 
Literary Award-winning author 
of eight books and editor in 
chief of Q Syndicate. She can 
be reached care of this 
publication or at 
LesbianNotions@qsyndicate. 



Garden show winners 


► ean Stout, Joe Banks, and James Pettigrew celebrate winning the Silver and American Horticultural 
i Society Environmental awards at the 19^ annual San Fr; 


S € 

Society Environmental awards at the 19 in annual San Francisco Flower and Garden Show March 18 
at the Cow Palace. "ImaginEight" was the name of the winning design, which created a modern gar¬ 
den with rustic charm. Banks is the co-owner of the Eagle and Hole in the Wall bars, and did welding and 
sculpture work for the project under the name of his new venture, Black Wolf Metalcraft. Stout and Petti¬ 
grew are life partners and own Organic Mechanics landscaping business; they met at the Hole in the Wall. 
























































25 March 2004 BAY AREA REPORTER 9 


A look at Mayor Newsom 


by Wayne Friday 


ast fall when the Bay Area 
Reporter was in the process 
of deciding who it would en¬ 
dorse as the next mayor of San 
Francisco, Bob Ross, our late pub¬ 
lisher, told me that, despite having 
a personal friendship with Trea¬ 
surer Susan Leal, he had decided 
that the paper should endorse Su¬ 
pervisor Gavin Newsom for 
mayor and related several reasons 
for his decision. Mr. Ross and I 
often disagreed on political candi¬ 
dates and while the paper’s edito¬ 
rial page endorsed one candidate, 
I often used my column to en¬ 
dorse a different one; that was an 
understanding that Bob Ross and 
I had since starting this column 
more than 25 years ago. When I 
later decided that Newsom was 
also my choice for mayor it came 
after carefully considering all of 
the candidates, whom I knew, and 
two that I particularly admired, 
Susan Leal and Tom Ammiano, 
both of whom were also well qual¬ 
ified to replace the termed-out 
Willie Brown. I simply felt that 
the young Newsom, in his few 
years on the board, had shown a 
rare combination of politi¬ 
cal courage, personal in¬ 
tegrity, broad vision, 
dedication, and charisma 
that I felt would make 
him a leader for all San 
Franciscans, and par¬ 
ticularly, for members 
of the LGBT 
community. In 
the two plus 
months that he 
has been 
mayor, Newsom has exceeded my 
admittedly high expectations; I’m 
particularly proud that the B.A.R. 
decided early in his campaign to 
endorse his candidacy. 

Early in his career, Newsom 
demonstrated leadership by 
spearheading passage of bond is¬ 
sues to improve Muni and our city 
parks. Then he exposed San Fran¬ 
cisco’s failed homeless policy by 
pointing out that, as a city, we 
were enabling over a thousand 
people to die on our streets. New¬ 
som did more than lament the 
problem - he came up with an ef¬ 
fective, multi-year, comprehensive 
solution, one that the public over¬ 
whelmingly supported because it 
was the right thing to do. 

Newsom has appointed An¬ 
gela Alioto to head up a task 
force to develop a 10-year plan to 
get San Francisco federal funds to 
create the kind of wraparound 
service - housing, treatment, 
counseling, job training - that will 
help end the tragic abandonment 
of the most vulnerable on our 
streets. Alioto was an inspired 
choice for this task and you can 
count on her delivering an out¬ 
standing and workable plan. For 
his stance on homelessness, his 
political opponents, especially 
those who make a comfortable 
living from maintaining the status 
quo for the homeless, predictably, 
demonized Newsom. 

As mayor, Newsom surprised 
some - not me, however - by tak¬ 
ing top city officials out to the Bay 
View Hunters Point District to ask 
why so many crimes remain un¬ 
solved there, why the neighbor¬ 
hood’s playgrounds are not main¬ 
tained, and why trash is allowed to 
accumulate for months on end. 

Newsom made it clear to all 
that this had to change. Newsom 
appointed a woman, Joanne 
Hayes White as fire chief - a first 
- and named another, Heather 
Fong, as acting chief of police, let¬ 



Mayor Gavin Newsom 


ting her know that she was a can¬ 
didate for the job, assuring her 
that her skills and experience 
would be evaluated alongside 
qualified individuals from other 
police departments. As a longtime 
member of the Police Commis¬ 
sion, I know this took courage and 
that it was badly needed. 

All of Newsom’s other laudable 
examples of leadership were, in 
my opinion, dwarfed by his au¬ 
thorizing same-sex marriages on 
February 12. Once 
again, Newsom took a 
political risk - this 
mayor is one of the 
brightest and most 
appealing of young 
Democrats - and his 
actions challenged, em¬ 
barrassed, and 
angered many 
of his party’s 
leaders, which 
even Newsom 
has to know could well endanger 
any political future. Some, howev¬ 
er, notably Art Torres, chair of 
the California Democratic Party, 
have supported him. Clearly, po¬ 
litical calculation is now what dri¬ 
ves Newsom. He has what seems 
to be an almost evangelical fervor 
when it comes to equal rights. He 
was deeply offended by President 
George Bush’s homophobic 
comments on marriage during the 
State of the Union address in Jan¬ 
uary. Newsom has told me, and 
others, that it was for him, a defin¬ 
ing moment, and a question of 
doing what was right. 

And then Newsom decided to 
do something about it, forever 
changing our country. It may well 
take a decade or more, but I can 
assure you that ultimately, same- 
sex marriage will be legal in 
America just as it is in Canada, 
Belgium, and the Netherlands. 

Newsom’s courageous and eth¬ 
ical decision showed Americans 
everywhere that they have nothing 
to fear from allowing loving, com¬ 
mitted, same-sex couples - many 
with children - to marry. Contrary 
to what the Neanderthal Christian 
fundamentalists and bigoted Re¬ 
publicans like state Senator Pete 
Knight (R-Palmdale) and others 
are claiming, what happened at 
City Hall for about a month 
strengthens the institution of mar¬ 
riage and makes it meaningful for 
thousands of people. 

Newsom now can rightfully 
claim a place among the real civil 
rights leaders in this country. 
Thanks too, to other elected offi¬ 
cials like Assessor Mabel Teng, 
Supervisors Bevan Dufty and 
Fiona Ma, Treasurer Susan Leal, 
Assemblyman Mark Leno (D- 
San Francisco), Board of Equal¬ 
ization Chairwoman Carole 
Migden, District Attorney Ka- 
mala Harris, Public Defender 
Jeff Adachi, and others for per¬ 
forming many of the same-sex 


weddings at City Hall. Where were 
some of the other so-called pro¬ 
gressive city leaders who should 
have been taking part in the 
process? I guess you’ll have to ask 
them, but to be sure, their absence 
didn’t go unnoticed. 

Right now, Newsom is in the 
midst of a well-earned political 
honeymoon. Those who claimed 
during the mayoral campaign that 
he was really just “another wealthy 
George Bush” have clearly been 
discredited. Newsom’s approval 
ratings have soared, though some 
local conservatives have been vo¬ 
cally critical of his actions on 
same-sex marriage. Surely, the 
looming budget crisis will test his 
acumen and leadership and there 
will be times that this column will 
disagree with Newsom; we will 
not hesitate to let him know when 
we do disagree. However, Newsom 
has truly earned the respect, ad¬ 
miration, and gratitude of an en¬ 
tire community, and we should 
never forget what it really is that 
he has done. 

Politics and people 

Some at City Hall reportedly 
wonder what Board of Supervi¬ 
sors President Matt Gonzalez is 
up to politically; it seems he’s the 
only incumbent up for re-election 
this year who has not made his 
candidacy official. 

Meanwhile, this column has it 
from a pretty good source that 
Janet Reilly will try to unseat 
newly appointed Supervisor 
Michela Alioto-Pier in District 2 
this November. 

And Democratic types that I 
talk to tell me they expect former 
Supervisor Leslie Katz to replace 
S.F. Democratic County Central 
Committee chair Jane Morrison 
when the newly-elected commit¬ 
tee organizes next month. 

Howard Dean, the man who 
dropped out of the Democratic 
presidential race over a month 
ago, announced plans last week to 
“mobilize Democrats nationally to 
defeat George Bush.” Dean, the 
former Vermont governor, point¬ 
edly asked his supporters to ignore 
Ralph Nader, declaring, as we all 
know, that a vote for Nader, who is 
fast becoming the Harold Stassen 
of his generation, is nothing more 
than a vote to help elect George W. 
Bush. Dean: “I will do everything 
that I possibly can between now 
and November to assure that John 
Kerry becomes president and that 
George W. Bush goes home to 
Crawford, Texas.” 

Incidentally, the Bush cam¬ 
paign isn’t missing a beat when it 
comes to raising yet more money. 
According to campaign financial 
reports filed last week, the Bush- 
Cheney camp has already raised 
over $158 million, but its 
fundraising committee has to be 
given credit for being more than a 
bit aggressive. The chairman of 
the Democratic Party, Terry 
McAuliffe, recently received a let¬ 
ter asking for money, along with a 
photo of President and Mrs. Bush. 
An inscription “thanked” McAuli¬ 
ffe for his early dedication to the 
campaign. “Grass-roots leaders 
like you,” it said, “are the key to 
building a winning team.” 

Congrats to a couple of good 
friends - Superior Court Judge 
Kevin McCarthy and his life 
partner, Dr. David Bui, - on the 
birth of their week-old son, Gavin 
Alan Bui, indeed a happy family. 

Finally, a note of thanks and 
good work to the SF Police Depart¬ 
ment on the handling of the peace 
marchers protesting Bush’s war on 
Iraq last Saturday; well done. 

And how was your week? ▼ 
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What was SIR? 


by Liz Highleyman 


March 1969 (35 years ago this 
month): Society for Individual 
Rights member Leo Laurence and 
his lover appear on the cover of 
the Berkeley Barb newspaper. 

. y the early 1960s, San Fran- 
cisco-had a flourishing gay 
subculture, but one that still 
faced repression. Several events at 
the turn of that decade - includ¬ 
ing a major raid on a gay bar, the 
Tay-Bush Inn, and a police extor¬ 
tion scandal - cemented links be¬ 
tween the bar scene and the 
nascent homophile movement, 
creating a community that rapid¬ 
ly gained political clout. 

Among the era’s new groups 
was the Society for Individual 
Rights, formed in 1964 by 
William Beardemphl, Jim Foster, 
Bill Plath, and other gay activists 
who had grown tired of the au¬ 
thoritarian leadership style and 
mismanagement of an earlier 
group, the League for Civil Edu¬ 
cation. From the start, SIR dif¬ 
fered from older, more conserva¬ 
tive homophile groups such as the 
Mattachine Society, and the new 
organization’s leaders were more 
assertive and confident in their 
gay identity. Taking a cue from 
the burgeoning civil rights move¬ 
ment, SIR demanded equal rights 
and decried government-sanc¬ 
tioned discrimination. 


Having learned from the fail¬ 
ings of previous groups, SIR re¬ 
jected top-down leadership in 
favor of a democratic, participa¬ 
tory structure. And whereas Mat¬ 
tachine had eschewed billing itself 
as a social group in order to avoid 
the appearance of encouraging il¬ 
legal sexual activity, SIR em¬ 
braced gay men’s need for fellow¬ 
ship. Open to anything its mem¬ 
bers wanted to organize, SIR 
sponsored drag shows, 
dinners, bridge clubs, 
bowling leagues, softball 
games, field trips, art 
classes, and meditation 
groups. 

At a time when same-sex 
dancing was banned 
in bars, SIR’s most 
popular events were 
regular dances held 
at the group’s space on 6th Street 
near Market in the heart of San 
Francisco’s skid row. Opened in 
April 1966, the SIR Center - the 
nation’s first gay and lesbian com¬ 
munity center - contained office 
space, a library, and a large public 
assembly area. 

SIR’s social activities proved to 
be the drawing card that got 
members involved in its service 
and political work. Along with 
other local groups, including the 
Daughters of Bilitis (the nation’s 
first lesbian rights group) and the 
Tavern Guild (an organization of 
gay bar owners), SIR helped form 
the Council on Religion and the 


Homosexual, in conjunction with 
progressive Protestant clergy. A 
police raid on the coalition’s New 
Year’s fundraising ball in 1965 
brought media attention to the 
plight of the city’s homosexuals 
and helped build public sympa¬ 
thy. SIR and the other groups 
started hosting candidate forums, 
and progressive politicians began 
courting the gay vote, taking out 
ads in Vector , SIR’s glossy 
magazine. “If politicians do 
not openly address them¬ 
selves to homosexuals,” SIR 
president Beardemphl told 
the San Francisco Exam¬ 
iner in 1966, “they do not 
need our 90,000 votes.” 

By 1968, SIR had 
nearly 1,000 mem¬ 
bers, making it the 
largest homophile 
organization in the country. But 
the group’s success helped usher 
in changes that would ultimately 
lead to its demise. Chief among 
these was the rise of the gay liber¬ 
ation movement. SIR’s agenda 
was firmly assimilationist - com¬ 
mitted to “responsible action by 
responsible people in responsible 
ways” - and what had once 
looked like radicalism compared 
with earlier homophile groups 
came to be seen as conservatism 
by a younger generation of gay 
activists. 

This generational rift was evi¬ 
dent within SIR itself. In early 
1969, the group hired a new Vec¬ 
tor editor, Leo Laurence, a jour¬ 
nalist who had become radical¬ 
ized while covering the 1968 De¬ 
mocratic National Convention in 
Chicago. In March of that year, 
Laurence and his lover, Gale 
Whittington, appeared in a shirt¬ 
less embrace on the cover of the 
leftist weekly Berkeley Barb. Lau¬ 
rence called for a homosexual 
revolution and encouraged gay 
men and lesbians to join forces 
with radical groups such as the 
Black Panthers. “After we can 
admit to ourselves ‘gay is good,’ 
the revolution will come,” he said. 
Laurence went further, calling the 
leadership of SIR “a bunch of 
middle-class, uptight, bitchy old 
queens.” 

SIR ousted Laurence from his 
position, and he and Whittington 
went on to form a more radical 
group, the Committee for Homo¬ 
sexual Freedom. “[T] he enemy of 
gay progress is now the uptight, 
authoritarian bureaucracy of 
SIR,” Whittington declared. Other 
young queer groups also lambast¬ 
ed the “Society for Idle Rap,” es¬ 
pecially its failure to take a stand 
against the Vietnam War. But SIR 
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believed gay men should be al¬ 
lowed to serve in the armed 
forces, and felt that an antiwar 
stance would further marginalize 
homosexuals. 

Even as gay liberationists 
called for revolution, SIR dogged¬ 
ly persisted in its campaign to win 
acceptance from mainstream so¬ 
ciety. But the organization’s num¬ 
bers dwindled during the 1970s. 
According to member George 
Mendenhall, the group dissolved 
as other community institutions 
started taking over the functions 
SIR had once fulfilled. In particu¬ 
lar, the Alcoholic Beverage Con¬ 
trol Board relaxed its rules against 
same-sex dancing in bars, leading 
to a drop in attendance at SIR’s 
dance parties and hence the in¬ 
come they generated. “[T]here 
was just more awareness, more 
things going on, and the commu¬ 
nity didn’t need SIR,” Mendenhall 
said. 

But SIR’s legacy lives on. In 
1972, SIR’s political committee 
became the Alice B. Toklas De¬ 
mocratic Club, the nation’s first 
gay and lesbian Democratic club 
and still one of the largest and 
most influential political clubs in 
San Francisco. And a series of SIR 
protests and court battles in the 
1970s challenging the antigay hir¬ 
ing practices of the Pacific Tele¬ 
phone and Telegraph Company 
paved the way for employment 
nondiscrimination protections in 
both the private sector and the 
federal government. ▼ 


Liz Highleyman is a freelance 
writer and editor who has 
written widely on health, 
sexuality, and politics. She can 
be reached care of this 
publication or at 
PastOut@qsyndicate.com. 
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(415) 682,2430 ♦ lleonard@firstdinical.com 
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T he honeymoon isn’t over for 
San Francisco Mayor Gavin 
Newsom as far as many gays 
and lesbians are concerned. New¬ 
som attended a reception at the 
Equality California dinner Satur¬ 
day, March 20 and received sus¬ 
tained applause from the hun¬ 
dreds in attendance as he once 
again spoke of the importance of 
equal marriage rights. 

The event, held at the Four 
Seasons Hotel, drew LGBT politi¬ 
cal leaders, local activists, and 
straight politicians such as Cali¬ 
fornia Insurance Commissioner 
John Garamendi. Other notables 
who attended included Ron 
Oden, the openly gay mayor of 
Palm Springs, and the first same- 
sex couple to be married in Cana¬ 
da, Kevin Bourassa and Joe Var- 
nell. Phyllis Lyon and Del Martin, 
the first couple to be married in 
San Francisco, were also on hand 
and later in the evening presented 
an award to Kate Kendell, execu¬ 
tive director of the National Cen¬ 
ter for Lesbian Rights. 

“I’m just a conduit to all of 
you,” Newsom said during his re¬ 
marks. “We proved we advanced 
the cause of non-discrimination. 
I really mean this when I say this: 
there are easy decisions.” 

On February 12, Newsom 
made history when he directed 


Mayors Ron Oden from Palm Springs and Gavin Newsom from San 
Francisco greet each other at the Equality California reception. 


the county clerk to issue mar¬ 
riage licenses to same-sex cou¬ 
ples. The gay marriages contin¬ 
ued in City Hall until March 11, 
when the California Supreme 
Court ordered a halt and an¬ 
nounced it would hear the case. 
Arguments are expected to take 
place later this spring. In a sepa¬ 
rate but related matter the city 
has filed suit in San Francisco 
Superior Court. 

Acknowledging the continuing 
struggle for equal rights, the 
mayor said, “There are people 
who took risks early on in their 


lives.” He was referring in part to 
early lesbian pioneers Lyon and 
Martin, who have been together 
for 51 years. “What an honor it 
was to know that Phyllis and Del 
were downstairs filling out their 
application,” he added, reflecting 
on the first day of same-sex mar¬ 
riage in the city. 

“Nowhere in the Constitution 
does it allow to discriminate,” 
Newsom added. “It is wrong.” 

Introducing Newsom to the 
crowd, Assemblyman Mark Leno 
(D-San Francisco) said it was an 
page 15 ► 


Lesbian couple ‘weds’ 
and honeymoons in Vegas 


by David Batterson 


| hile gay weddings are ille¬ 
gal in Nevada, the second 
annual Gay & Lesbian 
Wedding Expo in Las Vegas of¬ 


fered up a commitment ceremony 
for a lesbian couple Sunday, 
March 21 in Henderson, after the 
pair won a contest sponsored by 
the expo producer Pride Produc¬ 
tions. 

Sandra Dynes and Kelli Prince 
of Fullerton, California, became a 
committed couple at a ceremony 
officiated by Mike Briggs, owner 
of Good Vibrations, a Las Vegas- 
based mobile disc jockey business. 

“We did think about going to 
San Francisco but, of course, there 
was a halt to that. So that derailed 
us a bit. So we’re continuing with 
our ceremony here,” said Dynes. 

The expo provided the space, 
music, and a tuxedo for Dynes. 
Prince wore a traditional bridal 
gown. 

Dynes and Prince have been 
together three years. “This seals 
the deal right here,’’.Dynes said 
just before the ceremony. “My 
mother [who attended] is ex¬ 
tremely happy. She wants nothing 
but the best for both of us, and I 
love her for that.” 

Subtitled “The Celebration of 
Life, Love and Dreams 2004,” the 


Sandra Dynes and Kelli Prince 

expo proved there’s a growing 
market for same-sex weddings. 
Held at a banquet event center 
called Your Parke, the expo fea¬ 
tured more than 30 vendors, rang¬ 
ing from florists, bakers, and 
caterers, to limousine services, Re¬ 
altors, and insurance agents. 

Pride Productions co-owner 
Chris Penland described the expo 
page 15 ► 
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Sustiva in combination therapy: 

"An HIV med that's keeping up with me. 
I'm going with that." 



HIV medication with 
as many goals as you. 



Once Daily 
SUSTIVA 


• PROVEN TO KEEP VIRAL LEVELS 
UNDETECTABLE FOR A LONG 
TIME IN COMBINATION THERAPY* 

• HELPS REBUILD YOUR 
NATURAL IMMUNE SYSTEM 
-RAISES T-CELL COUNT 

• GENERALLY WELL TOLERATED 
WITH ESTABLISHED SAFETY PROFILE 

• #1 PRESCRIBED MEDICATION 
OF ITS KIND 1 


’ Up to 112 weeks. 

■ Based on IMS Retail and Mail Order Perspective. 
October 1998-February 2004. 


Visit www.sustiva.com 


INDICATION: SUSTIVA (efavirenz) is used in combination 
with other medicines to treat people who are infected with 
Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV). 

SUSTIVA does not cure HIV or prevent passing HIV 
to others. 

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION: SUSTIVA should not 
be taken with Hismanal® (astemizole), Propulsid® (cisapride), 
Versed® (midazolam), Halcion® (triazolam), or ergot derivatives. 
Tell your doctor about any medications or herbal products 
(particularly St. John's wort) that you are taking. 

Many patients have dizziness, trouble sleeping, drowsiness, 
trouble concentrating, and/or unusual dreams. These feelings 
tend to go away after taking the medication for a few weeks. 
A small number of patients have reported severe depression, 
strange thoughts, or angry behavior. There have been a few 


BMS Aerology* 

H Ssishb Contain 

SUSTIVA and the SUNBURST LOGO are registered trademarks of Bristol-Myers Squibb Pharma Company. 

© 2004 Bristol-Myers Squibb Company, Princeton, NJ 08543 U.S.A. March 2004 T4-K0033B 

Please see important information about SUSTIVA on the next page. 


reports of suicide but it is not known if SUSTIVA (efavirenz) 
was the cause. Rash is another common side effect. Rashes 
usually go away without any change in treatment. Rash may 
be a serious problem in some children. If you or your child 
develop a rash, call your doctor right away. 

Women should not become pregnant or breastfeed while 
taking SUSTIVA. 

Changes in body fat have been seen in some patients taking 
anti-HIV medicines. The cause and long-term effects are not 
known at this time. 

You should take SUSTIVA on an empty stomach, preferably at 
bedtime. Taking SUSTIVA with food increases the amount of 
medicine in your body, which may increase the frequency of 
side effects. Taking SUSTIVA at bedtime may make some side 
effects less bothersome. 



(efavirenz) ttt.is 


Ask your doctor if Once Daily SUSTIVA is right for you 
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PATIENT INFORMATION 

SUSTIVA® (sus -TEE-vah) 
[efavirenz (eh-FAH-vih-rehnz)] 

capsules and tablets 

ALERT: Find out about medicines that should NOT be 
taken with SUSTIVA. 

Please also read the section “MEDICINES YOU SHOULD 
NOT TAKE WITH SUSTIVA. ” 

Read this information before you start taking SUSTIVA 
(efavirenz). Read it again each time you refill your prescrip¬ 
tion, in case there is any new information. This leaflet provides 
a summary about SUSTIVA and does not include everything there 
is to know about your medicine. This information is not meant 
to take the place of talking with your doctor. 

What is SUSTIVA? 

SUSTIVA is a medicine used in combination with other med¬ 
icines to help treat infection with Human Immunodeficiency Virus 
(HIV), the virus that causes AIDS (acquired immune defi¬ 
ciency syndrome). SUSTIVA is a type of anti-HIV drug called 
a “non-nucleoside reverse transcriptase inhibitor” (NNRTI). 

SUSTIVA works by lowering the amount of HIV in the blood 
(viral load). SUSTIVA must be taken with other anti-HIV med¬ 
icines. When taken with other anti-HIV medicines, SUSTIVA 
has been shown to reduce viral load and increase the number 
of CD4 cells, a type of immune cell in blood. SUSTIVA may 
not have these effects in every patient. 

SUSTIVA does not cure HIV or AIDS. People taking SUSTIVA 
may still develop other infections and complications. Therefore, 
it is very important that you stay under the care of your doctor. 

SUSTIVA has not been shown to reduce the risk of passing 
HIV to others. Therefore, continue to practice safe sex, and do 
not use or share dirty needles. 

What are the possible side effects of SUSTIVA? 

Serious psychiatric problems. A small number of patients expe¬ 
rience severe depression, strange thoughts, or angry behavior 
while taking SUSTIVA. Some patients have thoughts of suicide 
and a few have actually committed suicide. These problems tend 
to occur more often in patients who have had mental illness. 
Contact your doctor right away if you think you are having these 
psychiatric symptoms, so your doctor can decide if you 
should continue to take SUSTIVA. 

Common side effects. Many patients have dizziness, trouble 
sleeping, drowsiness, trouble concentrating, and/or unusual 
dreams during treatment with SUSTIVA. These side effects 
may be reduced if you take SUSTIVA at bedtime on an empty 
stomach. They also tend to go away after you have taken the med¬ 
icine for a few weeks. If you have these common side effects, 
such as dizziness, it does not mean that you will also have 
serious psychiatric problems, such as severe depression, 
strange thoughts, or angry behavior. Tell your doctor right 
away if any of these side effects continue or if they bother 
you. It is possible that these symptoms may be more severe if 
SUSTIVA is used with alcohol or mood altering (street) dfugs. 

If you are dizzy, have trouble concentrating, or are drowsy, 
avoid activities that may be dangerous, such as driving or 
operating machinery. 

Rash is common. Rashes usually go away without any 
change in treatment. In a small number of patients, rash may be 
serious. If you develop a rash, call your doctor right away. 
Rash may be a serious problem in some children. Tell your 
child’s doctor right away if you notice rash or any other side effects 
while your child is taking SUSTIVA. 

Other common side effects include tiredness, upset stomach, 
vomiting, and diarrhea. 

Changes in body fat. Changes in body fat develop in some 
patients taking anti-HIV medicine. These changes may include 
an increased amount of fat in the upper back and neck (“buffalo 
hump”), in the breasts, and around the trunk. Loss of fat from 
the legs, arms, and face may also happen. The cause and long¬ 
term health effects of these fat changes are not known. 

Tell your doctor or healthcare provider if you notice any 
side effects while taking SUSTIVA. 

Contact your doctor before stopping SUSTIVA because of side 
effects or for any other reason. 

This is not a complete list of side effects possible with 
SUSTIVA. Ask your doctor or pharmacist for a more complete 
list of side effects of SUSTIVA and all the medicines you will take. 
How should I take SUSTIVA (efavirenz)? 

General Information 

• You should take SUSTIVA on an empty stomach, preferably 

at bedtime. 

• Swallow SUSTIVA with water. 

• Taking SUSTIVA with food increases the amount of medicine 

in your body, which may increase the frequency of side 

effects. 


• Taking SUSTIVA (efavirenz) at bedtime may make some side 
effects less bothersome. 

• SUSTIVA must be taken in combination with other anti- 
HIV medicines. If you take only SUSTIVA, the medicine 
may stop working. 

• Do not miss a dose of SUSTIVA. If you forget to take 
SUSTIVA, take the missed dose right away, unless it is 
almost time for your next dose. Do not double the next dose. 
Carry on with your regular dosing schedule. If you need help 
in planning the best times to take your medicine, ask your 
doctor or pharmacist. 

• Take the exact amount of SUSTIVA your doctor prescribes. 
Never change the dose on your own. Do not stop this med¬ 
icine unless your doctor tells you to stop. 

• If you believe you took more than the prescribed amount of 
SUSTIVA, contact your local Poison Control Center or emer¬ 
gency room right away. 

• Tell your doctor if you start any new medicine or change how 
you take old ones. Your doses may need adjustment. 

• When your SUSTIVA supply starts to run low, get more 
from your doctor or pharmacy. This is very important 
because the amount of virus in your blood may increase if 
the medicine is stopped for even a short time. The virus 
may develop resistance to SUSTIVA and become harder 
to treat. 

• Your doctor may want to do blood tests to check for certain 
side effects while you take SUSTIVA. 

Capsules 

• The dose of SUSTIVA capsules for adults is 600 mg (three 
200-mg capsules, taken together) once a day by mouth. 
The dose of SUSTIVA for children may be lower (see Can chil¬ 
dren take SUSTIVA?). 

Tablets 

• The dose of SUSTIVA tablets for adults is 600 mg (one 
tablet) once a day by mouth. 

Can children take SUSTIVA? 

Yes, children who are able to swallow capsules can take SUSTIVA. 
Rash may be a serious problem in some children. Tell your 
child’s doctor right away if you notice rash or any other side effects 
while your child is taking SUSTIVA. The dose of SUSTIVA for chil¬ 
dren may be lower than the dose for adults. Capsules containing 
lower doses of SUSTIVA are available. Your child’s doctor will 
determine the right dose based on your child’s weight. 

Who should not take SUSTIVA? 

Do not take SUSTIVA If you are allergic to the active ingredient, 
efavirenz, or to any of the inactive ingredients. Your doctor 
and pharmacist have a list of the inactive ingredients. 

What should I avoid while taking SUSTIVA (efavirenz)? 

• Women taking SUSTIVA should not become pregnant. 

Serious birth defects have been seen in animals treated 
with SUSTIVA. It is not known whether this could happen in 
humans. Tell your doctor right away if you are pregnant. 
Also talk with your doctor if you want to become pregnant. 

• Women should not rely only on hormone-based birth 
control, such as pills, injections, or implants, because 
SUSTIVA may make these contraceptives ineffective. 
Women must use a reliable form of barrier contraception, 
such as a condom or diaphragm, even if they also use other 
methods of birth control. 

• Do not breast-feed if you are taking SUSTIVA. The Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention recommend that mothers* 
with HIV not breast-feed because they can pass the HIV 
through their milk to the baby. Also, SUSTIVA may pass 
through breast milk and cause serious harm to the baby. Talk 
with your doctor if you are breast-feeding. You may need to 
stop breast-feeding or use a different medicine. 

• Taking SUSTIVA with alcohol or other medicines causing similar 
side effects as SUSTIVA, such as drowsiness, may increase 
those side effects. 

• Do not take any other medicines without checking with 
your doctor. These medicines include prescription and non¬ 
prescription medicines and herbal products, especially 
St. John’s wort. 

Before using SUSTIVA, tell your doctor if you 

• have problems with your liver or have hepatitis. Your 
doctor may want to do tests to check your liver while you take 
SUSTIVA. 

• have ever had mental illness or are using drugs or alcohol. 

• have ever had seizures or are taking medicine for seizures 

[for example, Dilantin® (phenytoin), Tegretol® (carba- 
mazepine), or phenobarbital]. Your doctor may want to 
check drug levels in your blood from time to time. 


• tell your doctors and pharmacists about all medicines you 
take. This includes those you buy over-the-counter and 
herbal or natural remedies. 

Bring all your prescription and nonprescription medicines as 
well as any herbal remedies that you are taking when you see 
a doctor, or make a list of their names, how much you take, and 
how often you take them. This will give your doctor a com¬ 
plete picture of the medicines you use. Then he or she can 
decide the best approach for your situation. 

Taking SUSTIVA (efavirenz) with St. John’s wort (Hypericum 
perforatum), an herbal product sold as a dietary supplement, or 
products containing St. John’s wort is not recommended. Talk 
with your doctor if you are taking or are planning to take St. John’s 
wort. Taking St. John’s wort may decrease SUSTIVA levels 
and lead to increased viral load and possible resistance to 
SUSTIVA or cross-resistance to other anti-HIV drugs. 
MEDICINES YOU SHOULD NOT TAKE WITH SUSTIVA 
The following medicines may cause serious and life- 
threatening side effects when taken with SUSTIVA. You should 
not take any of these medicines while taking SUSTIVA: 

• Hismanal® (astemizole) 

• Propulsid® (cisapride) 

• Versed® (midazolam) 

• Halcion® (triazolam) 

• Ergot medications (for example, Wigraine® and Cafergot®) 
The following medicines may need to be replaced with another 
medicine when taken with SUSTIVA (efavirenz): 

• Fortovase®, Invirase® (saquinavir) 

• Biaxin® (clarithromycin) 

The following medicines may need to have their dose changed 
when taken with SUSTIVA: 

• Crixivan® (indinavir) 

• Kaletra® (lopinavir/ritonavir) 

• Methadone 

• Mycobutin® (rifabutin) 

• Zoloft® (sertraline) 

These are not all the medicines that may cause prob¬ 
lems if you take SUSTIVA. Be sure to tell your doctor about all 
medicines that you take. 

General advice about SUSTIVA: 

Medicines are sometimes prescribed for conditions that are 
not mentioned in patient information leaflets. Do not use 
SUSTIVA for a condition for which it was not prescribed. Do 
not give SUSTIVA to other people, even if they have the 
same symptoms you have. It may harm them. 

Keep SUSTIVA at room temperature (77°F) in the bottle 
given to you by your pharmacist. The temperature can range from 
59° to 86°F. 

Keep SUSTIVA out of the reach of children. 

This leaflet summarizes the most important information 
about SUSTIVA. If you would like more information, talk with 
your doctor. You can ask your pharmacist or doctor for the 
full prescribing information about SUSTIVA, or you can visit 
the SUSTIVA website at http://www.sustiva.com or call 
1-800-426-7644. 

Dilantin® is a registered trademark of Parke-Davis, Division 
of Warner-Lambert Co. 

Tegretol® is a registered trademark of Novartis 
Pharmaceuticals Corporation. 

Hismanal® and Propulsid® are registered trademarks of 
Janssen Pharmaceutica Products, LP. 

Versed®, Fortovase®, and Invirase® are registered 
trademarks of Roche Pharmaceuticals. 

Halcion® and Mycobutin® are registered trademarks of 
Pharmacia & Upjohn. 

Wigraine® is a registered trademark of Organon. 

Cafergot® is a registered trademark of Novartis 
Pharmaceuticals Corporation. 

Biaxin® and Kaletra® are registered trademarks of Abbott 
Laboratories. 

Crixivan® is a registered trademark of Merck & Co., Inc. 
Zoloft® is a registered trademark of Pfizer, Inc. 

SUSTIVA® is a registered trademark of Bristol-Myers Squibb 
Pharma Company. 

Distributed by: 


What important information should I know about taking other 
medicines with SUSTIVA? 

SUSTIVA may change the effect of other medicines, including 
ones for HIV, and cause serious side effects. Your doctor 
may change your other medicines or change their doses. Other 
medicines, including herbal products, may affect SUSTIVA. 
For this reason, it is very important to: 

• let all your doctors and pharmacists know that you take 
SUSTIVA. 


BMS Xirology” 
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Gay nuptials 

◄ page 1 

superior court that would raise “a 
substantial constitutional chal¬ 
lenge to the current marriage 
statutes.” Hours after the court is¬ 
sued its ruling, the city did just 
that and filed a new lawsuit 
against the state challenging the 
antigay marriage statutes. 

While both Kuo and Lange 
admit deciphering the court’s 
mindset is like “reading tea leaves” 
they both suggested its order does 
offer some insight to how the 
court may eventually rule. Lange 
said not only does the Supreme 
Court’s order suggest it does not 
intend to address the validity of 
those marriages already per¬ 
formed, but so does the fact those 
couples already married are not 
before the court asking them to 
dissolve their unions. 

“There is no precedent in Cali- 


EQCA 

A page 12 

“understatement to say the mayor 
was offended” by President Bush’s 
remarks on marriage made during 
his State of the Union address in 
January. It has been widely re¬ 
ported that Newsom, who attend¬ 
ed the State of the Union, said he 
was bothered by the president’s 
remarks, which called for mar¬ 
riage to remain a union of a man 
and a woman. 

Leno also spoke of AB1967, his 
bill that would change the defini¬ 
tion of marriage in California that 
is making its way through the Leg¬ 
islature. 

There are also changes in store 
for EQCA. Executive Director Ge¬ 
offrey Kors announced during the 


Vegas wedding 

A page 12 

as helping gay couples plan “the 
commitment ceremony of their 
lives.” The idea for the expo came 
when he and his partner Chris 
Counterman “had a hard enough 
time trying to find someone to 
do our wedding. So we decided to 
do a gay and lesbian wedding 
show.” 

He talked of wondering “when 
you walk into a store if you are 
going to be kicked out of the store 
because you are a gay couple.” 
That didn’t happerj to Penland 
and Counterman, but Penland 
said he’d “heard of that happen¬ 
ing” to other gay couples. “We had 
our commitment ceremony six 
years ago,” said Penland, at 



Brian Douglas and 
James Hodgkins 


Brian Douglas and James Hodgkins 
were wed on Friday, February 27 at 11 
a.m. during a ceremony on the balcony 
of City Hall Rotunda. The couple has 
been together more than 14 years and 
had a ceremony attended by over a 
dozen family and friends. 

Mr. Douglas was born in Glens Falls, 
New York and has lived in the Bay Area 
since 1973. He is employed by Dolby 
Laboratories as a Senior Electro/Me¬ 
chanical designer. He has one son, 

James, a student at California State Uni¬ 
versity, Los Angeles. James was able fly 
from Los Angeles for the ceremony and 
was a witness. Mr. Robert Long of Oak¬ 
land was the other witness. 

Mr. Hodgkins was born and raised 


fornia for invalidating someone’s 
marriage where it is not being chal¬ 
lenged by one of the married cou¬ 
ples or where the couple is not be¬ 
fore the court,” said Lange. “We 
think it is very unlikely the court 
would rule or hold those marriages 
are invalid and it is unlikely they 
will address the validity of those 
marriages at all because those cou¬ 
ples are not before the court.” 

Considering the court indicat¬ 
ed it wanted the validity of the 
antigay marriage laws to be con¬ 
sidered in a separate case, Kuo said 
the court will most likely keep the 
city from performing more same- 
sex weddings but not rule on the 
issue of the validity of those mar¬ 
riages already performed. 

“Are these marriage licenses 
out the door? That has never 
come up before. If you look at the 
process for how marriage licenses 
are nullified, this isn’t one of 
them,” said Kuo. “If the court 
wants to be coy about it or be 


dinner that Molly McKay, cur¬ 
rently a co-executive director of 
Marriage Equality California, 
would be coming on board as an 
associate executive director for 
EQCA. The move puts MECA, 
which will keep its name, under 
the EQCA umbrella. 

In a telephone interview Tues¬ 
day, March 23, McKay told the 
Bay Area Reporter that one of the 
goals of MECA is to get chapters 
organized in all of the state’s 58 
counties by the end of the year; 
currently MECA has affiliations in 
33 counties, she said. 

McKay, a litigator for Gordon 
8c Rees LLP in the city, will leave 
her job at the law firm to work full 
time on marriage equality begin¬ 
ning April 5. 

“I am thrilled, even though it 
results in about a 50 percent cut in 


Cupid’s Wedding Chapel in Las 
Vegas. “They were very open to it, 
and they made us feel comfort¬ 
able.” 

He said that “Treasure Island [a 
major hotel and casino on the 
Strip] does them now, and Viva 
Las Vegas Wedding Chapel does 
them as well.” The wedding chapel 
at Treasure Island was featuring a 
special offer at its booth: a com¬ 
mitment ceremony for $250, in¬ 
cluding minister’s fee, two long- 
stem roses, a unity candle ensem¬ 
ble, personalized wedding music, 
and a bottle of champagne. 

Dillard’s also had a booth at 
the expo, Dillard’s Wedding Reg¬ 
istry, promoting its free registry 
service at www.dillards.com. The 
Rainbow.WeddingNetwork.com 
offered free bumper stickers, 
which read “Same Love, Same 


in the Bay Area. He is a graduate of U.C. 
Santa Barbara and has a J.D. degree 
from McGeorge School of Law. He is a 
supervising attorney for the Oakland 
City Attorney’s office where he oversees 
work on blight and nuisance issues. 

The couple met in San Francisco on a 
rainy day in January 1990 and have been 
together ever since. Together, they helped 
raise Mr. Douglas’s son, who was 10 when 
the couple met. They moved to their cur¬ 
rent home in the Redwood Heights 
neighborhood of Oakland in 1999. 


WEDDING 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Wedding announcements and 
photos (.JPG format) may be 
sent via e-mail to BARpaper@ 
aol.com or mailed to Bay Area 
Reporter, 395 9th Street, San 
Francisco, CA 94103. An¬ 
nouncements must be no longer 
than 200 words. We reserve the 
right to edit for clarity and 
grammar. For questions, please 
send e-mail to the above address. 


clever, they will let the injunction 
stand against Gavin Newsom and 
not take action on the marriage li¬ 
censes and reserve action on the 
question for the second case. Why 
make 4,000 couples - 8,000 peo¬ 
ple - go through all of this again 
if it finds out that under the Con¬ 
stitution you cannot prohibit their 
issuance?” 

While the city may very well 
lose in the first round, Kuo said 
the city has a strong chance of 
winning in the second case. 

“If the court is honest about 
upholding fundamental rights like 
the right to marry, they will have a 
hard time finding any basis for a 
law prohibiting gay people from 
marrying is rational,” he said. 

In a statement released last 
Thursday after his office filed a 43- 
page brief defending its position 
in the case, City Attorney Dennis 
Herrera said the city had “made 
the strongest, most vigorous de¬ 
page 19 ► 


pay,” she said, declining to be 
more specific. 

McKay said the law firm is sup¬ 
portive and refused to accept her 
letter of resignation, opting to call 
it a leave of absence. 

“I explained to my boss that I 
felt like I was being drafted into 
the army of love,” McKay said. 

MECA has been like the ACT 
UP of the gay marriage move¬ 
ment, McKay explained, and will 
continue its grassroots focus and 
activist bent. 

“It will be a little bit of a 
change for members, there will be 
some transitional changes and 
there will be some challenges,” 
McKay said, but she added that 
the two groups “have been dating 
for the last year.” 

“We’ll be very compatible,” she 
added. “I think it’s the right fit.” ▼ 


Rights.” 

Penland doesn’t predict when 
legal weddings might happen in 
Las Vegas. “It’s probably going to 
be a while,” he said. “But hopeful¬ 
ly this expo is another step in the 
right direction.” 

This was the first same-sex 
commitment ceremony for Briggs 
to conduct. “It’s probably some¬ 
thing I’ll get into more; it’s a lot of 
fun.” Briggs is not ordained, but 
that’s not a requirement for com¬ 
mitment ceremonies. 

As for legal gay weddings, Brig¬ 
gs said, “I wish they’d do it tomor¬ 
row; it’s something they need to 
do. Everybody is equal; I don’t see 
why they don’t.” The dominance 
of Mormons in Nevada politics 
“does have a bit to say about it,” 
Briggs added. “But I think if the 
people make the big push, it can 
happen.” ▼ 
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www.parkerguesthouse.com toll free 1-888-520-7275 
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Newlyweds! 

You've waited long enough 

now it's time to 
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disc jockey company 

We’re straight but not* narrow 

d& N,e www.djay.com 

415 - 861-5021 


Bay Area's Most Experienced Wedding Disc Jockeys 


Massage is good! 

7 days a week 

ALWAYSTAN 

skin + body 

550 castro street | san francisco i 415.626.85C5 
www.alwaystanskinandbody.com 
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Street Address*. 

6 oi Dolores Street ( 19 TH St. 8 Dolores) 

PHONE: 4 i 5 . 97 O. 8 i 49 
www.freedominchrist-sf.org 

Sunday Worship Service 6pm 



PALM SPRINGS? 

Still San Francisco’s most 
trusted desert realtor. 

Jay Margrey 

760 - 323-5000 

psjfm@aol.com 



PROTECT YOUR LOVED ONES 


■ Revocable Living Trusts ■ Wills 

■ Probates/Probate Avoidance 

■ Estate Planning ■ Since 1979 


JOHN R. BRAUN 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Certified Specialist, Estate 

The State Bar of California, 


240 Stockton St. On Union Square 

(415) 956-1373 

Planning, Trust & Probate Law 

Board of Legal Specialization 



When friends visit, don't put yourself out... 
...put them up at 

The Willows Inn 

Comfort ^ Amenities o Location 

www.WillowsSF.com 

710 14th Street 415-431-4770 

Steps away from Muni & the F-line 
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ARE YOU OVER 50? 

DO YOU SMOKE CIGARETTES? 

DO YOU WANT TO QUIT SMOKING? 

Did you know that quitting smoking 
at any age can have dramatic health benefits? 

The University of California, San Francisco Habit Abatement 
Clinic is currently offering a FREE research treatment 
program for smokers 50 and older. This study combines 
medication and counseling treatment. 

For more information, please call 
415.476.7453 or visit: 
www.ucsf.edu/nosmoke 
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Amendment 

◄ page 1 

and inject the federal government 
into the area of family law that 
heretofore had been the sole re¬ 
sponsibility of the states. 

She was critical of a revised 
version of the FMA introduced 
only the day before by Senator 
Wayne Allard and Representative 
Marilyn Musgrave, both Colorado 
Republicans and original sponsors 
of the FMA. 

“I think this change of lan¬ 
guage is a good indication of how 
controversial and complex this 
issue is - here, on the eve of a hear¬ 
ing into the text of one amend¬ 
ment, we see a change in language 
so dramatic that we are now really 
confronted with a different 
amendment altogether, with its 
own unique problems,” Feinstein 
said. Amending the Constitution 
“is not a process best done 
overnight, on a moment’s notice.” 

Allard called the changes a 
minor tinkering to make his orig¬ 
inal intent more clear. Those 
changes were to define marriage 
as only between a man and a 
woman; to provide a definite role 
for the state legislatures in enact¬ 
ing other types of legal protec¬ 
tions for same-sex couples; and to 
limit the judiciary. 

Representative Barney Frank 
(D-Massachusetts) was at his 
most combative as the second wit¬ 
ness on the panel of experts. He 
said the wording of the amend¬ 
ment would prohibit states from 
offering protections such as those 
of civil unions and domestic part¬ 
ners benefits. 

“We [gay people] want to ex¬ 
press love in the same way that you 
do,” said Frank, who is one of only 
three openly gay representatives. “If 
I choose to associate with another 
man, how does that hurt you?” 

“Imitation is the sincerest form 
of flattery. What you have with 
marriage, we admire it, we would 
like to be able to share it,” Frank 
said. “If you are not prepared to 
make it illegal for gays to have 
children,” and few people are 
proposing that, then how can you 
justify not giving those children 
the same legal protections as their 
schoolmates have in their house¬ 
holds, he asked. 

He pointed to Massachusetts, 
where a constitutional amendment 
to ban gay marriage is likely to be 
put to the citizens for a vote. But a 
FMA would preclude that; “If the 
people decide to allow it [gay mar¬ 
riage], you will cancel it out.” 

“I oppose any amendment that 
seeks to write discrimination into 
our United States Constitution,” 
said Representative John Lewis 
(D-Georgia), a longtime civil 
rights activist and ordained Bap¬ 
tist minister. Conservatives have 
scorned any attempt to link the 



Rep. Barney Frank 


black and gay civil rights move¬ 
ments, as have some in the African 
American community. 

Lewis said, “I ask the question: 
Where would we be as a nation if 
Congress in 1954, 50 years ago, 
had radically amended our Con¬ 
stitution to uphold segregation or 
the separate but equal doctrine? I 
further ask: Where would we be as 
a nation if Congress in 1967 made 
it unconstitutional for interracial 
couples to marry? 

“I have fought too hard and 
too long against discrimination 
based on race and color not to 
stand up against discrimination 
based on sexual orientation,” he 
added. 

During discussion, Allard said 
his intent in clarifying the language 
was “to remove any doubt that we 
were trying to limit” a state’s au¬ 
thority to write laws governing civil 
unions or domestic partner 
arrangements for same-sex cou¬ 
ples. He was simply trying to limit 
the actions of the courts on consti¬ 
tutional matters, he explained. 

Senator Dick Durbin (D-Illi- 
nois) recalled the oath of office he 
had taken “to uphold and defend 
the Constitution of the United 
States.” He was more than trou¬ 
bled by the fact that changes they 
were discussing “had been deliv¬ 
ered to us less than 24 hours ago.” 

“I disagree that they are just 
technical changes,” he said. 
Durbin interpreted the phrase “or 
the legal incidence of marriage” to 
include health insurance coverage 
through domestic partner type 
arrangements or benefits pro¬ 
grams of private employers. 

He wondered why the words 
“unmarried couples or groups” 
had been deleted, and the amend¬ 
ment no longer banned polygamy. 
He asked whether traditional 
marriage includes polygamy. Does 
it bar interracial marriage? He 
lamented that the sponsors of the 
bill were not present to explain 
their intent. 

Feinstein thought the revised 
FMA would stand existing princi¬ 
ples of governance on their head by 
“giving the legislatures more au¬ 


thority than the [state] constitu¬ 
tion.” She found it “puzzling” that 
the proposed FMA “allows general 
law to trump the Constitution. I 
believe this is unprecedented.” 

Cass R. Sunstein, a professor at 
the University of Chicago Law 
School agreed that the FMA 
“shows contempt” for the federal 
process. 

Sunstein believes if the revised 
FMA were to become part of the 
U.S. Constitution, a ballot initia¬ 
tive passed by the voters of Cali¬ 
fornia to allow gay marriage would 
be legal if it took the form of a 
common law, but it would be un¬ 
constitutional under the U.S. Con¬ 
stitution and the revised FMA if it 
took the form of an amendment to 
the California Constitution. 

Phyllis Bossin testified for the 
American Bar Association as chair 
of its section on family law. She 
said the ABA opposes “any consti¬ 
tutional amendment that would 
restrict the ability of a state to pro¬ 
tect the rights of children by de¬ 
termining the qualifications for 
civil marriage between two per¬ 
sons within its jurisdiction.” 

She belittled fears that have led 
to the proposed amendment. 
“One does not amend the Consti¬ 
tution on a hunch. One does not 
amend the Constitution to call a 
halt to democratic debate within 
the states. An amendment should 
be reserved for the most urgent 
and compelling circumstances. It 
is a last resort.” 

Toward the very end of the 
hearing Senator Jeff Sessions (R- 
Alabama) revealed what was for 
him the principle rationale for the 
language of the FMA; it’s a way to 
get at activist federal judges who 
find claims of equal protection in 
the U.S. Constitution for gays and 
other minorities. 

“It goes to the separation of 
powers,” he said. If we “allow the 
judicial branch to depart from the 
law ... then we have lost our 
democracy.” To Sessions, it was all 
about raw majority rule with no 
concern for minority protections. 

But it seems that most Repub¬ 
lican members of Congress do not 
share his concerns. Focus on the 
Family had sent e-mails to its sup¬ 
porters urging them to contact 
their senators and have them ask 
tough question, otherwise the 
record “will tip in favor of homo¬ 
sexual activists.” But the Republi¬ 
can members of the committee 
continued to stay away in droves, 
while the Democrats have ap¬ 
peared in force. 

At Tuesday’s hearing, Musgrave, 
the chief sponsor of the FMA in 
the House, appeared only briefly to 
read a statement and did not stay 
for questions. Allard, the Senate 
sponsor, left part way through the 
question session. Frank sees this as 
an indication that most Republi¬ 
cans in Congress do not want to 
deal with this issue. ▼ 
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Araujo trial 

◄ page 1 

answering a thick written ques¬ 
tionnaire and engaging in public 
interviews with attorneys for the 
prosecution and defense. 

Serra’s interactions with the 
jury pool this week have not only 
painted Araujo as “deceptive” for 
living as a female, but have put 
forth incorrect definitions of 
medical terminology, and have 
unapologetically instructed ju¬ 
rors to consider their own capac¬ 
ities for transphobic violence. 

On Tuesday, March 23, Serra, 
using theatrical vocal inflections 
and hand gestures, asked those in 
attendance if they had given 
thought to how they might react 
if they “had sex with a person be¬ 
lieved to be a member of the op¬ 
posite sex ... only to find out they 
were a member of your own sex.” 

He furthered his trans-panic 
defense with biased questions 
cloaked in seemingly non-con- 
troversial language. 

“Do you feel you could han¬ 
dle, objectively, sexual deceit?” 
Serra asked one potential juror. 

Serra also instructed one 
juror that a “true transgender” is 
someone “who has had an oper¬ 
ation,” while a “transvestite” is 
someone who “has just been act¬ 
ing like something they are not”. 
A transvestite, however “could be 
in the process of becoming trans- 
gender,” he said. 

In fact, there is no terminolo¬ 
gy for a “true transgender”; med¬ 
ically speaking, there is a “true 
transsexual,” defined by experts 
and professionals as someone 
who has long identified, and lives 
as, a member of the opposite sex 
from which they were born, re- 


San Francisco releases 
HIV reporting data 


Our Philosophy is simple. 

* To accommodate your wishes, your budget, and your 
attitudes about death, dying and parting rituals. 

* To provide an environment where you make choices 
based on your own personal values. 

* To do things your way, not someone elses way. 


' Darcnnil 


Neptune Society 

OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
1 Lorainc Court • San Francisco •94118* FD-1306 

I 24 Hours (415)771-0717 1 

Personal and dignified cremation services. Cali for our our free brochure. 
Or look us up at www.neptune-society.com 


□ (We send me a free Neptune brochure. 
Heme_ 


Address 


wake up and drive' 


• Serving the Gay and Lesbian Community for over 20 years 

• #/ in Sales in California 

• Five Star Rated ★ ★ ★ ★ it Satisfaction 

• Sales, Service and Parts 
• Huge Inventory Selection 

• Trade-Ins Welcome 

• Custom Financing and Leasing terms available 

For your next vehicle, just call and say... 


gardless of whether they have yet 
had surgery. The word “trans¬ 
gender” often functions as an 
umbrella category for all gender 
variant people, yet even given the 
emerging fluid and genderqueer 
identities in younger circles - 
which have caused some queer- 
savvy people to question whether 
Araujo intended to live full-time 
as a woman - such identities are 
far from masquerades. 

How is it that the defense is 
able to put forth false informa¬ 
tion that potentially taints ju¬ 
rors? 

“If the court does not already 
have a grasp of the issues and lan¬ 
guage, then a lawyer might play 
with it,” said Ellise Nicholson, an 
investigator with the San Francis¬ 
co Human Rights Commission 
whose background is in criminal 
defense. “But the prosecution 
could then try to put forth ex¬ 
perts that would counter that.” 

Chris Daley, attorney and co¬ 
director of the Transgender Law 
Center in San Francisco, agreed 
that how the prosecution handles 
such misinformation could de¬ 
termine whether jurors feel the 
crime was justified, or whether 
they feel that the defense has 
misrepresented its case. 

“Unfortunately this idea of 
gender fraud is still a pervasive 
belief in some parts of our cul¬ 
ture,” said Daley. “It’s going to be 
up to the prosecution to educate 
the judge and jury about how 
transgender people really live 
their lives, and to counteract the 
lies and hysteria being perpetu¬ 
ated by the defense attorneys in 
this case.” 

Jury selection likely will con¬ 
tinue through the week. Opening 
arguments are expected to begin 
during the week of March 29. T 


by Matthew S. Bajko 


hile the city has seen a 
small shift in new HIV 
cases toward gay and bi¬ 
sexual men of color, white gay 
men remain the largest group im¬ 
pacted by HIV in San Francisco, 
according to an analysis of HIV 
reporting data. 

Out of 4,971 reported cases of 
HIV, 803 were found to be newly 
diagnosed while 4,168 were found 
to be newly reported cases of HIV 
but diagnosed in the past. Where¬ 
as whites make up 69 percent of 
newly reported cases, they ac¬ 
counted for only 53 percent of 
new diagnoses. African Americans 
accounted for only 15 percent of 
new cases but 19 percent of new 
diagnoses. 

Latinos represented 11 percent 
of new cases and 15 percent of 
new diagnoses, while other mi¬ 
nority groups comprised 5 per¬ 
cent of new cases and 9 percent of 
new diagnoses. As for transgen¬ 
ders, they make up 2 percent of 
new cases and 4 percent of new di¬ 
agnoses. 

“While at first glance it looks 
like the epidemic has shifted, but 
don’t assume that,” emphasized 
Sandy Schwarcz, director of the 
HIV/AIDS epidemiology section 
of the Department of Public 
Health, who presented the data for 
the first time Monday, March 22 
at a meeting of the HIV Health 
Services Planning Council. “There 
has been a small shift to [men 
who have sex with men] of color. 


Sandra Schwarcz 


But it is not like the East Coast, 
which has an epidemic among 
African American MSM IDUs [in¬ 
jection drug users]. We don’t.” 

The data is based on HIV cases 
reported between July 1,2002 and 
February 29,2004. The data is still 
preliminary and health officials are 
still investigating 3,684 HIV cases 
reported over the last year and a 
half. Schwarcz explained that the 
city receives 5,000 case reports 
every month and must investigate 
which of those cases are new cases, 
duplicates of already known HIV 
cases, or viral load tests for people 
known to have AIDS. 

In a telephone interview Tues¬ 
day morning, Schwarcz said the 
city is approximately halfway 
through reporting the cases of peo¬ 
ple in San Francisco who have the 
HIV infection and are aware of 


vived by his cousins Elizabeth Rubio, 
Domenia Marcantelli, and William Free¬ 
man; by his many friends at Martuni’s, 
his “after hours office”; and by David, 
Art, Dorothy, Stacy, Susie, Tom and 
Susan and others in his group of fami¬ 
ly/ friends at Marina Bay Northshore in 
Richmond. Everyone in his life came to¬ 
gether for his annual July 4th party. 

A celebration of his life will be held 
on Saturday, April 3 at 1:00 at Salute 
Ristorante, 1900 Esplanade, in Marina 
Bay, Richmond. 


Obituaries must be typed and no 
longer than 200 words. We re¬ 
serve the right to edit. If you in¬ 
clude 9 SASE for the photo's re¬ 
turn, write the person's name on 
the inside of the envelope flap. 

All obits must include a contact 
name and phone number. Dead¬ 
line for obits is Monday at 5 p.m. 


their HIV infection. She said the 
city still estimates about 9,000 peo¬ 
ple with HIV live in San Francisco, 
with 20 percent unaware they carry 
the virus that causes AIDS. 

The city’s AIDS caseload is es¬ 
timated at 9,500 cases, and as of 
December 31, 2003, new AIDS 
cases, as well as AIDS deaths, con¬ 
tinued to decline. According to the 
data, the number of persons living 
with HIV/AIDS in San Francisco 
is increasing. One reason given is 
that survival rates are improving 
due to HAART, though women, 
African Americans, IDUs, and the 
homeless are all less likely to re¬ 
ceive HAART, or highly active an¬ 
tiretroviral therapy. 

AIDS cases are still heavily 
weighted toward MSMs, who ac¬ 
count for 72 percent, while MSM 
IDUs account for 12 percent. 
AIDS, the data shows, still dispro¬ 
portionately impacts white and 
African American men. 

While white men account for 
45 percent of city residents, they 
make up 70 percent of AIDS cases. 
Only 8 percent of city residents are 
African American men but they 
account for 12 percent of AIDS 
cases. Latino male residents (15 
percent) and AIDS cases (13 per¬ 
cent) are relatively the same, while 
Asian men remain the least im¬ 
pacted by AIDS. Asians make up 
28 percent of the city’s population 
but only 4 percent of AIDS cases. 

“Asians are less at risk for 
AIDS,” said Schwarcz. ▼ 


Ernest G. Orn 

July7,1930—March 4, 2004 


Ernie Jorn, a 
kind and adventur¬ 
ous soul, with many 
friends on both 
sides of the Bay, 
died of an apparent 
heart attack on 
March 4. A fourth 
generation Cali¬ 
fornian, Ernie was 
born in Richmond 
and grew up in the East Bay. After grad¬ 
uating from UC Berkeley in 1952, Ernie 
served in the U.S. Navy, and then en¬ 
joyed a rich and varied worklife as a City 
Manager, small business owner, and 
commercial real estate agent. 

In the early 1960’s, Ernie met his life 
partner, Jimmy Fikes, a member of the 
Air Force who was stationed at Travis 
Air Force Base. Later, Ernie and Jimmy 
served together in the Coast Guard Aux¬ 
iliary. Jimmy died in 1999. Ernie is sur- 
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1 TAKE POSITIVE ACTION FOR THE NEW YEAR 


GAY MEN’S THERAPY 
SUPPORT GROUP 

/ This ongoing group will explore creativity, relationships, 
co-dependency, addictions, and work issues. 

'urpose: To improve self-awareness, communication, 
relationships, intimacy, and life success. 

RODNEY KARR, PH.D. J* 28 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

Licensed Psychologist # PSY6906 J# For information, call 415.931.1934 



Dr. Christopher Amore 

'CHIROPRACTOR 


CERTIFIED CHIROPRACTIC SPORTS PRACTITIONER 

• Neck and Back Pain • 

• Auto Injuries • Whiplash • 

• Sports Injuries • Work Injuries • 

Massage therapy available 

4411 Geary Blvd., Suite 100, S.F. 
751-BACK 751-2225 

• Open until 7 p.m. • Open Saturday • 


William Owen, Jr., M.D. 
Carl Stein, PA-C 

415.861.2400 

www.owenmed.com 

45 Castro St, Suit© 402 

\ San Francisco 

I @ Davies Medical Center 


Gay Health Care Since 1979 


!■ 


do you live in 

SOLANO 

COUNTY 


www.msminfo.org 


Resources for Solano County Men who have Sex with Men (MSM) 

Call the MSM HOTLINE toll free, 24 hours a day at 
1-877-767-6465 

or visit us on the WEB at www.msminfo.org 

Sponsored by a gran! from the State of California, Office of AIDS. 

Solano Health Promotion & Education Bureau, AIDS Community Education. 
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...want to send YOU and A GUEST to see... 


“A SWEEMNGEi 
ROMANTICSTORY” 

KEVIN TI^IAS/fcV'A.VCtlES 31M& * 

“AN OPPOSITES- 
ATTRACT STORY 
WITH EMOTIONAL 



From the screenwriter of Sweet Home Alabama 

Latter Days.. 

,1WWW.LATTERDAYSMOVIE.COMWWW.TLARELEASING.COM fMfASWQ 

WIN TICKETS! 

Simply send in a self-addressed, stamped envelope 

by THURSDAY, APRIL 1 to: 

LATTER DAYS - B.A.R. & SFBG contest 
135 Mississippi, San Francisco, CA, 94107 

(Please Include day/night phone number) 

One grand prize winner will be selected to win a 
TLA Home DVD Library! Check out www.tlavideo.com 

No purchase necessary. Employees of the Bay Guardian, B.A.R and Landmark Theatres are Ineligible to 
enter contest. One pass per person/household, no exceptions. Duplicate entries will be disqualified. 
Run of engagement passes are good from Monday thru Thursday at Landmark's Embarcadero Center 
Cinema and Landmark's Shattuck Cinemas only. Passes (each good tor two) are In limited supply 
and will be randomly distributed by mail amongst all entries. 


FMRADrAnFDn EXCLUSIVE ENGAGEMENTS r uatti iri/ 

ctadt FRIDAY APRII 2 SHATTUCK 
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Track trek 


by Jim Provenzano 

y 1 ive members of the San 
Francisco Track and Field 
team are competing in 
Boston this weekend (March 26- 
28) at the U.S. National Indoor 
Track and Field Championships. 

Reggie Snowden, Curtis 
Moore, and Gwynne Villegas will 
be part of a four-man relay team. 
They’re hoping to recruit another 
runner to complete their team in 
Boston. 

Bob Callori will compete in the 
60-meter and 200-meter race in 
the 55-60-year-old category. At 
Gay Games VI in Sydney, he ran in 
the 100- and 200-meter races. 

I talked with runners at Kezar 
Stadium last week, as they waited 
for a high school match between 
Washington and Lowell to finish 
up. Other runners also wait¬ 
ed to use the field into the 
night hours in the stadi- 
um where the first two 
Gay Games were held. 

Callori said he was in¬ 
spired by other SF Track 
and Field members to go to 
Boston. Last November, 
he also traveled to Syd¬ 
ney for Gay Games VI. 

“I’ve never run on an 
indoor track,” he said. 

“I have no idea what 
I’m getting into. That’s the whole 
idea, just to experience it, to see 
what it’s like.” 

For Snowden and Moore, Syd¬ 
ney was the last relay in which they 
competed, as part of the 4x100 
relay. Snowden last competed in¬ 
dividually a few months ago at the 
Eugene, Oregon U.S. Masters Out¬ 
door Championships. Of the 
Boston event, “It includes the best 
in the nation,” Snowden said. 

Moore remains relaxed about 
the event. “I just go in, I don’t re¬ 
ally think about it,” said Moore, 
who won a record 13 medals in 
Sydney. “It’s more for us to get a 
chance at an indoor meet. A lot of 
people on the East Coast have 
been competing at indoor meets 
since January, so this is more like a 
glorified training. It gives us an 
idea of where we are.” 

Indoor events have a number of 
variations for the five men to tack¬ 
le. Of the four-man relay team, Vil¬ 
legas competed in a younger age 
category in Sydney, but they’re all 
in the same group now. 

“I’ve been told, that given my 
stature, it should be a good transi¬ 
tion, since I’m a lot shorter than 
others.” Villegas competed in the 
last three Games as well. 

“This time we’re all in 35-39,” 
said Villegas, who’s not daunted 
by the different indoor format. 

“It’s a completely different 
track,” said Snowden. “Indoors is a 
200-meter facility, as opposed to 
outdoors, which is 400 meters. It’s 
more of an intimate setting, where 
everything is so close, and a bit live¬ 
lier. We’ll be running close, and 
going through the same motions, of 
course, but everything is quicker.” 

“It’s also banked on both cor¬ 
ners,” added Moore. “You kind of 
start in lanes, but bunch up, try¬ 
ing to get a place. It’s a lot of fun. 
People are there to compete, but 
also to have fun.” 

Other gay teams will also be 
there, including members of 
Boston Frontrunners, some of 
whom the San Franciscans know 
from Sydney and previous Games. 
A few gay runners from Seattle 
and Oregon may also compete. 

Callori mentioned that he and 
some others might try to find time 
to attend the Gay & Lesbian Ath¬ 
letic Foundation’s second annual 



Boston-bound tracksters: From left: Bob Callori, Curtis Moore, Gwynne 
Villegas, and Reggie Snowden 


conference, taking place the same 
weekend at MIT facilities. 

Snowden has an especially ar¬ 
duous plan, which includes com¬ 
peting in the pen¬ 
tathlon the morning 
after taking a red¬ 
eye flight into Boston. 

Not including baggage 
claim and security checks, his 
events include 55-meter 
hurdles,.long jump (his 
second best event), 
shot put, high jump, 
and lastly, the 1000- 
meter run. 

Let’s wish our local 
runners good luck this weekend! 

A mighty Windes 

Lisa Congdon, SF Tsunami 
president, has announced a memo¬ 
rial for former Team San Francisco 
co-chair and IGLA leader, Rick 
Windes, who died recently of 
AIDS-related complications. 



Swimmer Rick Windes 

Congdon said that Team 
Tsunami is planning a memorial 
for Windes, to be held Monday, 
March 29 from 7:30-9:30 p.m. at 
the LGBT Community Center, 
1800 Market Street, 4th floor. 

“We’D start with a potluck din¬ 
ner from 7:30-8:30 and everyone 
will have the opportunity to share 
memories of Rick at 8:30,” said 
Congdon. “If you have them, 
please bring any photos or memo¬ 
ries you have of Rick that you’d 
like to share with the group. And 
please also bring something to 
share for the potluck.” 

Rick Peterson of Seattle said he 
was “very sad to hear of Rick’s 
passing.” Peterson called Windes, 
“the consummate volunteer par 
excellence right through to the 
end. What an inspiration, and 
what a tireless champion for 
LGBT emancipation through 
sport and culture.” 

Windes’s passing has led some 
to consider a Gay Games Hall of 
Fame for those who gave their time 
and effort for the GLBT athletics. 

In a 1999 interview about 
Team Tsunami swimmers prepar¬ 
ing for that year’s International 
Gay 8c Lesbian Aquatics champi¬ 
onship in Atlanta, Windes, then 
the record keeper for IGLA events, 
had taken up officiating at swim¬ 


ming events. He had competed in 
every major GLBT aquatics event 
since Gay Games I, and had been 
out for decades, “making sure that 
Masters Swimming is aware of 
us,” he said. 

“I love to swim a great race and 
kick a few straight butts,” he joked 
at the time. “Given the male psy¬ 
che, some of those people don’t 
take that well, but it makes a 
point. We’ve found a way to have 
fun, and make a point.” 

For more information on the 
club, visit www.sftsunami.org. 

On course 

LPGA golfer Rosie Jones came 
out in a self-penned article in last 
Sunday’s New York Times. 

Jones, a 13-time winner in 22 
years on the tour, said she was “a lit¬ 
tle bit nervous. This is different for 
me only because it’s all right out 
there - to my fans and the media. 
Before I wasn’t really open to 
scrutiny, but now I’m going to be.” 

Olivia, a prominent company 
that provides travel services to les¬ 
bians, will sponsor the 44-year-old 
Jones. 

Jones clarified the rumors of 
her private life, and perhaps alle¬ 
viated questions about lesbian 
golfers the same week as thou¬ 
sands of partying lesbians visited 
Palm Springs for the famed Dinah 
Shore Classic golf tournament. 

“I’m sure some people will 
criticize me for coming out so 
late,” she wrote in the Times op-ed 
piece. “To them, I say simply, I 
wasn’t ready until now. If gay 
rights are about anything, it 
should be about letting people 
come out on their own timetable 
and on their own terms.” 

Jones said she has been com¬ 
fortably out to close friends for 25 
years. “I know that coming out in 
today’s politically supercharged 
environment surrounding gay is¬ 
sues has the potential to spin into 
something I do not intend,” she 
wrote. “But first and foremost, I 
am a proud and blessed member 
of the LPGA and a professional 
athlete - not an activist.” 

After speaking to family, 
friends and LPGA officials about 
her decision to go public, all were 
unanimous in support. 

“I think more people are ready 
for this kind of situation,” Jones 
said later in an Associated Press 
interview, “and I think they’re 
kind of used to it in sports with a 
few people having come out be¬ 
fore me.” She said she hopes fans 
continue to support her. 

“I’m optimistic that my fans will 
see me as the same competitive, 
hard-working Rosie I’ve always 
been,” Jones wrote in her op-ed 
piece, “and respect this new aspect of 
my life as I respect their diversity.” ▼ 


For more sports articles, visit 
www.sportscomplex.org. 
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Alan Cumming 
named Pride 
celebrity marshal 


BayAreaReporter 

Classifieds 


LEGAL NOTICES 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

Public hearing and availability of preliminary recommendations for 
San Franciscofs 2004 community development block grant (cdbg), 
emergency shelter grant (esg) and home investment partnership (home) programs; 

Date: Wednesday, April 7, 2004 
Time: 5:30 PM 

Place: City Hall, 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 263 
Board of Supervisors Committee Room 

The Citizens! Committee on Community Development, Mayorfs Office of Commu¬ 
nity Development and Mayorfs Office of Housing invite interested parties to attend a 
public hearing on the preliminary funding recommendations for the federally funded 
CDBG, ESG and HOME Programs. The purpose of the hearing is to receive comments 
on the preliminary recommendations. If you have any questions regarding the public hear¬ 
ing, please call (415) 252-3100. 

Beginning Wednesday, March 31st, the 2004 Preliminary Recommendations will be 
available electronically on the Mayorfs Office of Community Developmentfs (MOCD) web¬ 
site at www.sfgov.org/mocd. Copies of the recommendations will also be available at MOCD, 
25 Van Ness Avenue, Suite 700. The Preliminary Recommendations will not be mailed. 

SAN FRANCISCO ANIMAL CARE AND CONTROL LOST PET HOTLINE 
Tell everyone you know about the SFACC lost and found Hotline! Dial -415/lost pet— on 
your touch tone phone and hear a list of animals brought to our animal shelter that day. 
We also provide complete information on how to look for your lost pet. Donft forget, 
thatfs 415/1-o-s-t - p-e-t, or 415/567-8738. 

We are the only shelter in the city that can accept lost animals, so keep our number 
handy. We hope you will never have to use it! 

LEGION OF HONOR EXHIBITIONS 
Art Deco, 1910 n 1939 n through July 4, 2004 

Between Promise and Reality: The Photographs of Adi Nes n through July 18, 2004 

Photo-Image in American Prints 1960-1990 n through July 18, 2004 

Art Deco Capitalism: Fortune Magazine in the 1930s n through June 6, 2004 

The Legion of Honor will have special extended hours until 8:45 p.m. every Friday 
from April 9 though July 2. Special programming will be offered on many of the evenings. 
For information call: 415-750-7634. 

Free docent tours of the permanent collections and special exhibitions are offered Tues¬ 
day through Sunday. Non-English language tours (Italian, French and Spanish) are avail¬ 
able on Saturdays. For information, call 415-750-3638. 

THE SAN FRANCISCO CITY CLINIC 

City Clinic provides free or low cost, confidential, comprehensive sexually transmitted 
disease diagnostic and treatment services for anyone 12 years of age or older. The Clinic 
is located at 356 7th Street, between Folsom and Harrison Streets, and is open Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., Tuesday from 1:00 to 6:00 p.m., and 
Thursday from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. The telephone number is (415) 487- 5500. 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT 

The Department of the Environmentfs mission is to improve, enhance and preserve the 
environment and promote San Franciscofs long-term environmental sustainability. 

The Department of the Environment seeks volunteers and interns for helping in the of¬ 
fice and in the field (415)554-6390. 


by Zak Szymanski 


|| ell-known actor Alan 

I i Cumming has accepted 

the honor of being 
celebrity grand marshal at this 
year’s San Francisco LGBT Pride 
Parade and Celebration. 

The openly gay Scotland native 
Cumming, 39, won a Tony award 
for his role as the emcee in the 
1998 Broadway performance of 
Cabaret. Cumming’s film credits 
include Spy Kids; X2: X-Men Unit¬ 
ed; The Anniversary Party; Josie 
and the Pussycats; and Eyes Wide 
Shut , among others. 

“I am delighted to be grand 
marshal at San Francisco LGBT 
Pride. I have always been proud of 
who I am, and I look forward to 
celebrating with other like-mind¬ 
ed people, especially in this year 
when so many people in America 
seem to be realizing that we have 
every right to be proud, and to 
have the same entitlements as any¬ 
one else,” said a statement from 
Cumming. “Sexuality should 
never affect a citizen’s rights, and 


Discrimination 

◄ page 3 

to get married, but there were in¬ 
cidents that occurred after that, 
and we are investigating those in¬ 
cidents,” said Dase. “We are not in¬ 
vestigating his homosexuality or 
the fact that his students discov¬ 
ered it. This is not an investigation 
against him. There is no plan to 
discipline him. This doesn’t have 
much to do with anything with 
him, if you’re getting my drift.” 

To ensure that he is not unlaw¬ 
fully discriminated against, 
Fanelle has obtained legal counsel; 
at the moment Shannon Minter 
from San Francisco’s National 
Center for Lesbian Rights is mon¬ 
itoring the situation. 

For Fanelle, the backlash has 


Employee rights 

◄ page 5 

“People confuse conduct and sex¬ 
ual orientation as the same thing, 
and I don’t think they are,” Bloch 
told the publication March 10. 

Elaine Kaplin, his predecessor, 
strongly disagreed. She called his 
reasoning “nonsensical.” 

Senators Susan Collins (R- 
Maine) and Joe Lieberman (D- 
Connecticut), senior members of 
the Government Affairs Commit¬ 
tee, wrote to Bloch expressing their 
concern about this action being 


Gay nuptials 

◄ page 15 

fense possible of the administra¬ 
tive authority of Mayor Newsom 
and County Clerk [Nancy] Alfaro 
in issuing marriage licenses to 
same-sex couples.” 

Privately, some in City Hall say 
the city faces an uphill battle in 
convincing the Supreme Court 
justices to agree with its position. 
Instead, most observers believe 
the city has better standing in the 
second case it filed against the 


any government that withholds 
benefits, privileges or rights for 
this reason should be ashamed 
and run out of office. I hope this 
year we will have more to cele¬ 
brate than ever before, including 
the resounding failure of the con¬ 
stitutional amendment which 
seems to me a blatant attempt at 
persecution!” 

San Francisco Pride President 
Joey Cain celebrated Cumming’s 
honor, emphasizing that the actor 
has “gotten to where he is by being 
open about his sexuality, not hid¬ 
ing it to advance his career.” 

Cumming’s charity work - in¬ 
cluding his support for New York 
City’s HIV/AIDS organization 
Bailey House - further earns him 
the honor, said Pride Executive 
Director Teddy Witherington. 

“Alan Cumming is one of these 
great actors who shows dexterity 
in his art and compassion in his 
philanthropy,” said Witherington. 

This year is the 34th anniver¬ 
sary of the San Francisco Pride 
Celebration and Parade. The event 
will be held over the June 26-27 
weekend. ▼ 


actually made the greatest case for 
legalized gay marriage, as normal¬ 
izing it would have removed any 
elements of scandal and allowed 
him to discuss his spouse without 
mentioning sexuality, just as the 
heterosexual teachers do. 

“If anything this is a great ex¬ 
ample of how unrecognized rela¬ 
tionships are discriminated 
against. Had I been heterosexual 
and married and the kids found 
out, none of this ever would have 
happened,” he said. “I just feel vi¬ 
olated.” 

Still, Fanelle said he has no re¬ 
grets about tying the knot. 

“It was a beautiful ceremony,” 
he said. “But some people took 
something so beautiful and per¬ 
sonal and turned it into fodder for 
gossip and a license to do whatev¬ 
er they wanted to do to me.” ▼ 


inconsistent with his testimony at 
the confirmation hearing. 

“The action by the special 
counsel constitutes a dramatic 
rollback of basic protections,” said 
Log Cabin Republican Executive 
Director Patrick Guerriero in a 
March 18 letter to Bloch. “Rolling 
back more than 30 years of pro¬ 
tections for gay and lesbian em¬ 
ployees is unacceptable.” 

Guerriero asked Bloch to re¬ 
verse his actions and called upon 
the Bush administration “to re¬ 
main true to their word” not to 
discriminate against gays and les¬ 
bians. ▼ 


state. No matter the challenges, 
the city is determined to prevail, 
eventually. 

As Herrera said in his state-' 
ment last week, “My office re¬ 
mains vigilant in our efforts to se¬ 
cure equal marriage rights for gay 
and lesbian couples in a separate, 
complimentary legal action in Su¬ 
perior Court. With our original 
complaint filed last week, San 
Francisco seeks an unequivocal 
declaration from the court that 
state provisions prohibiting mar¬ 
riage between same-sex couples 
are unconstitutional.” T 


STATEMENT FILE A-0274012-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Megalomedia Services 425 Noe St. 

San Francisco, Ca. 94114. This business is 
conducted by an individual signed Gary 
Hoffman. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on n/a. The 
statement was filed with the City and Coun¬ 
ty of San Francisco, Ca. on 02/26/04. 
MAR 4, 11, 18, 25 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0274051-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: St. Rose Transport 1201 Geneva Ave. 
San Francisco, Ca. 94112. This business is 
conducted by an individual signed Wilson 
Rirao. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on 02/26/04. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, da. on 02/27/04. 
MAR 4, 11, 18, 25 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0273929-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: J.L. Hauling 1112 Shotwell St. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94110. This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual signed Jose Luis. 
The registrant(s) commenced to transact 
business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on 02/17/04. The 
statement was filed with the City and Coun¬ 
ty of San Francisco, Ca. on 02/25/04. 
MAR 4, 11, 18, 25 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0273983-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as:l. Lemieux Entertainment, 2.Play Fast- 
forward Design 555 O'Farrell St. San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca. 94102. This business is conduct¬ 
ed by an individual signed Lawernce 
Lemieux. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on 02/26/04. 
The statement was filed with the City and 
County of San Francisco, Ca. on 02/26/04. 
MAR 4, 11, 18, 25 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0273968-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: PI San Francisto/Cashion & Ferrara 
1401 Noe St. San Francisco, Ca. 94131- 
1926. This business is conducted by a hus¬ 
band and wife signed Robert M. Ferrara. 
The registrant(s) commenced to transact 
business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on n/a. The state¬ 
ment was filed with the City and County of 
San Francisco, Ca. on 02/25/04. 

MAR 4, 11, 18, 25 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0273801-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Harrison Urban Forest Products 457 
Mariposa St. San Francisco, Ca. 94107. 
This business is conducted by an unincorpo¬ 
rated association other than partnership 
signed Michael Harrison. The registrant(s) 
commenced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on 01/01/04. The statement was filed 
with the City and County of San Francisco, 
Ca. on 02/20/04. 

MAR 4, 11, 18, 25 2004 


STATEMENT OF ABANDONMENT 
OF USE OF FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME. FILE NO: A-0263396-00 

The following person(s) have abandoned the 
use of the fictitious business name known 
as: Italo Espresso Machine Service. Locat¬ 
ed at: 744A 47th Ave. San Francisco, Ca. 
94121. This business was conducted by an 
individual signed Italo Regoli. The fictitious 
name referred to above was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca. on: 
01/03/03.he statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
02/18/04. 

MAR. 4, 11, 18, 25 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0273906-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Flourish Gardening 359 Bocana San 
Francisco, Ca. 94110. This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual signed W. T. Holt. 
The registrant(s) commenced to transact 
business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on 02/22/04. The 
statement was filed with the City and Coun¬ 
ty of San Francisco, Ca. on 02/24/04. 
MAR 4, 11, 18, 25 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0273762-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Glimpse 12 Winfield Street San Fran¬ 
cisco, Ca. 94110. This business is conduct¬ 
ed by an individual signed Sara G. Aim. The 
registrant(s) commenced to transact busi¬ 
ness under the above listed fictitious business 
name or names on 02/20/04. The statement 
was filed with the City and County of San 
Francisco, Ca. on 02/20/04. 

MAR 4, 11, 18, 25 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0273779-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: C & M Handyman Repair Service 318 
Lakeview St. San Francisco, Ca. 94112. 
This business is conducted by a husband and 
wife signed Craig Biggers Jr. The regis¬ 
trants) commenced to transact business 
under the above listed fictitious business 
name or names on 02/20/04. The statement 
was filed with the City and County of San 
Francisco, Ca. on 02/20/04. 

MAR 11, 18, 25 APR 1 2004 


City and County of San Francisco 

Department of Human Services 
Request for Proposals #275 
Dear Potential Applicant: 

The City and County of San Fran¬ 
cisco, Department of Human Services 
(DHS) is seeking bids from qualified 
contractors to provide architectural and 
project management services for the 
renovation of the first floor of 150 Otis 
Street. The renovations will allow DHS 
to provide emergency shelter services to 
homeless individuals. Qualified indi¬ 
viduals and firms, including minori- 
ty/women-owned business enterprises, 
are encouraged to respond. 

The contract period will run from 
5/14/04 to 9/30/04 for an amount to 
be determined. 

An RFP packet may be picked up at 
SFDHS, Office of Contract Manage¬ 
ment, 1650 Mission Street, Suite 300, 
Friday, March 19, 2004. Office hours 
are from 8:30 AM to 5 PM. 

The RFP packet and subsequent up¬ 
dates may be downloaded from the 
Cityfs website on or after Friday, March 
19, 2004. Go to HTTP://SUN- 
SET.CI.SF.CA.US/PBIDS.NSF 
and click on the “Consultants and Pro¬ 
fessional Services” link. 

The Respondents’ Conference will 
be held on Tuesday, March 30, 2004, at 
9:30 AM at 1650 Mission St, Suite 300, 
SF, CA. For further information, call 
Kimberly Fergison, at (415) 557-5585. 
Due date for responses is Monday, April 
19, 2004 at 4:00 PM. 

03/25/04 • CNS- 652527# 
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STATEMENT FILE A-0274150-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Lombard Towing 31013rd St. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94124. This business is con¬ 
ducted by a husband and wife signed Gerar¬ 
do Hernandez. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
03/02/04. The statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
03/02/04. 

MAR 11, 18, 25 APR 1 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0274146-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Let's Get West Entertainment 1049 
Market St. #106 San Francisco, Ca. 
94103. This business is conducted by an in¬ 
dividual signed Charles Bocchetti. The reg- 
istrant(s) commenced to transact business 
under the above listed fictitious business 
name or names on 03/02/04. The statement 
was filed with the City and County of San 
Francisco, Ca. on 03/02/04. 

MAR 11, 18, 25 APR 1 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0274166-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Joe's Barber Shop 4102 19th St. San 
Francisco, Ca. 94114. This business is con¬ 
ducted by a corporation signed Joseph Gal¬ 
lagher. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on n/a. The 
statement was filed with the City and Coun¬ 
ty of San Francisco, Ca. on 03/03/04. 

MAR 11, 18, 25 APR 1 2004 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT 0FTHE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE N0.CNC 04-541227 

In the Matter of the Application of Alex 
Kirienko for Change of Name. The applica¬ 
tion of Alex Kirienko for change of name, 
having been filed in Court, and it appearing 
from said application that Alex Kirienko 
has filed an application proposing that 
his/her name be changed to Alex Kiren. 

Now therfore, it is hereby ordered and di¬ 
rected, that all persons interested in said 
matter do appear before this Court in De¬ 
partment 218 on the 27th day of April at 
9:00am of said day to show cause why the 
application for change of name should not 
be granted. 

MAR 11, 18, 25 APR 1 2004 
























































CABANA AT WAIKIKI 


Honeymoon Packages Available 

Call or email CabanaBa«d@aoLcom 

• IS Newly Remodeled One Bedroom Suites 

• ideal Location near Queen’s Surf 
Gay beach. Hula's and 24 Hours Fitness 

• Includes Continental Breakfast & Tropical 

Veranda with an 8-Man Spa 

• Waikiki's Only Gay Owned and 

Operated Guest House 
• Free Access to Max's Gym 


For Reservations Call Toll-free: 

1 - 877 - 902-2121 

in HI <808) 926-5555 or fax <808} 926-5566 


2551 Cartwright Road 
Honolulu, HT 96815 
www.cabana-waikiki.com 


DOUGLAS Take advantage of Doug Bohiing’s 
-IB-. i|f cpc * 16 years of Wine Country experience 
IICLIVC Kw • expertise which has earned him a spot 
SERVING in the top 6% of all producers in the 

ALL OF national Prudential network 

SONOMA * specialties: homes, land & resorts 

COUNTY Call now * or a hassle-free consultation 

( 707 ) 829-2011 

Prudential doug.bohling@prurealty.com 

California Realty_www.SonomaCountyRealtor nd_ 


DOUGLAS Take advantage of Doug Bohiing’s 
M7I ll/CDC • 16 years of Wine Country experience 
IICLIVC • expertise which has earned him a spot 

SERVI NG in the top 6% of ail producers in the 

ALL OF national Prudential network 

SONOMA * specialties: homes, land & resorts 

COUNTY Call now * or a hassle-free consultation 

( 707 ) 829-2011 

Prudential doug.bohling@prurealty.com 

California Realty_www.SonomaCountyRealtor nd_ 
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around the comer... 
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REAL ESTATE 


Palm Springs Real Estate 


Robert Ramblas 


1 Residential and Commercial Properties 
• 1031Exchanges 
1 Small Hotels and Inns 


7B0.799.2I6G 


www.desert-homes.net 


Alan Emery 

REALTOR 

Move to Palm Springs 
the Affordable Gay Paradise 

Call me at: ( 760 ) 323-8913 

Email; AlanEmeryRealtor@aol.com 
!$$&. www.AlanEmery.com 

RFMHC 


PALM SPRINGS. THE 
FRIENDLY GAY PARADISE 

Call me for all of your real estat 
needs. I'm Alan Emery, Realtor, at 
RE/MAX Real Estate Consultants. I 
live in Palm Springs and provide 
comprehensive, professional and re¬ 
sponsive real estate services to gay 
men and lesbians in the Palm Springs 
area. Tel 760-323-8913. Email: 
AlanEmeryRealtor@aol.com. 

Web Page: AlanEmery.com e b 

BEAUTIFUL VICTORIAN 

For info: Walts.blogspot.com 


LARGE GAY 
NIGHTCLUB 
IN RENO 

Sound, lights, Stage. 
Slots and profits. 

Ideal for Investors or 
Operating Partner. 

Best Business Brokerage 
800-208-9021 


...book your ad or 
insert now for 
prime placement. 

Call 415.861.5019 or e 
BARadv@aol.com 
for details. 


ROOMMATES. 

East Bay Pleasant Hill Tahoe Setting 
Bedroom full private bath 700.00 
Mike 925 947-5550. En 

Fremont shr home no smk Jacuzzi 
Pool. $500mo+util (510)792-4404^ 

GAY VALLEJO! 

$395mo - Share 3BR home w/hottub 
with Vallejo Bears! Near Ferry! 

Call Todd Bishop (707) 235-4277 
or Troy Fletcher (707) 246-6855 Ei3 

Spacious living space in a quiet 
but friendly East Bay home of 
Gay man $600+Util 510-465-7910 
Leave message only. E1J 

Russian River roommate wanted. 
Furnished/unfurnished, private bath, 
washer,dryer,cable, internet, parking 
for one car. Shre home with two guys 
(gay household) with GM preferred. 
Utilities included, available now. Call 
Si at 707-565-2348 or email 
siwalton@comcast.net ($550/mth). Eis 

Shr. 2BR home w/tranny. $500. 

Huge yard. Near CityColl/Muni 995- 

4782 E14 

RENTALS 

Sunny Nob Hill Studio Apt available 
4/1/04 $800 mo $800 security 
415-279 6312 or 530-628-5936. £ij 

DESERT LUXURY RENTAL 

3/2, 2100 SF, pool/spa, mountain 
views, services included, gated Ran¬ 
cho Mirage community, annual lease. 
$2750.00/Month 760-641-1940 Ei5 

PALM SPRINGS 

Fabulous Las Palmas location walk to 
downdown. Pool/Spa Quiet & Relax¬ 
ing $2300 a month. 209-329-8384^ 

ELEGANT2BD 

LG RMS, LR,FDR, FPLC 
306-26 AV 415-861-5802 


LEGAL SERVICES 


SHELLEY S. FEINBERG 

- Attorney at Law - 


Probate 

Wills and Living Trusts 
Estate Planning 
Trust Administration 


Flood Building 
87Q Market St. 


(415) 421-1893 


Law Offices 

Alma Soongi Beck 

Wills, Living Trusts 
Estate Planning 
Domestic Partnership 
Planning 

Property Co-Ownership 
Issues 

Live-Together Agreement 

Seminar Facilitator for National Center for 
Leibian Rights on Domestic Partnership Issues 
see www.beckesq.com for details 

101 Howard Street @ Spear 

(415) 642-9930 

Email alma@beckesq.com for info 


Law Offices 
Joel K. Rubinstein 

Graduate of Harvard and Yale 
13 years experience 

• Mediation Services 

• Real Estate Transactions 

• New Business Formation 

• Contract Review and Prepara¬ 
tion 

• Employment Counseling 

• Bankruptcy 

656-1968 

ikrubinstein@vahoo.com 


BANKRUPTCY 

LOW COST 
FREE QUOTE 


MARTY COURSON 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 
1095 MKT ST., STE 520 

( 415 ) 487-0100 

CIV CTR BART/MUNI 

www.SFLAWYER.net 


Law Offices 

TViomas G. Best 


400 Montgomery, 2 nd FI. 
San Francisco, CA94104 
Telephone: (415)956-7654 

Wrongful Termination 
Sexual Harassment 
Trust Litigation 
Wills and Trusts 
Wrongful Eviction 
email: Bestlaw1@aol.cpm 


VACATION RENTALS 


Best "Gay-Friendly" Value in Town 

Village 
Inn 


WHITE PARTY 


HEATED POOL • JACUZZI • MOUNTAIN VIEWS • BBQ 
CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST • CABLE TV/VCR’S 
FRIDGES • MICROWAVES • HAIR DRYERS 


LOCATED DOWNTOWN/MOVIE COLONY 
855 N. Indian Canyon Drive * Palm Springs 
(866) 320*8622 • (760) 320*8622 
www.palmspringsvillageinn.com 


South Beach Miami, Florida 
Island House Guesthouse 
(800) 382-2422 (305) 864-2422 
lslandhousesouthbeach.com 

_E15 

HAWAII 

CABANA AT WAIKIKI 
SUITES AS LOW AS $99!! 
CALL 1-877-902-2121 
FOR RESERVATIONS 

_EIB 

SAN FRANCISCO’S 

PREMIERE GAY GUEST HOUSE 

THE PARKER HOUSE 

1-888-520-7275 

www.parkerguesthouse.com E|g 

PALM SPRINGS 

Fabulous Las Palmas location walk to 
downdown. Pool/Spa Quiet & Relax¬ 
ing $2300 a month. 209-329-8384. 
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WEDDING SERVICES 



STEVEN UNDERHILL 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

4 15-978-246 ^ 

Gift Certificates Available 

www.stevenunderhill.com 


I I ■ ■ 


NEED PHOTOS? 

portraits, 
head shots, 
weddings. 

415 

special events, 
and more 

861 

WWW. 

7216 

Gaywedding 

Photographer.com 



WEDDING DJS 

The Bay Area's most experienced 
alternative wedding disc jockeys. 
www.djay.com 

Denon and Doyle 415-861-5021 


TOM 

SHAW 

Fun Pianist (w/AC-DC Piano) For 
Your Wedding, Party or Event. 
Classics, Jazz, Pop. Free CD. 
415.626.7108 • 415.260.2379 
www.SanFranPianoMan.com 

E13 

WEDDING/BAGPIPE 

http:\\www.hometown.aol.com\robroy 

thepiper 

—RICKGERHARTER- 

•PHOTOGRAPHY* 

Headshots, Portraits, Events, Cou¬ 
ples, Architecture. 15yrs exp. De¬ 
pendable!! 

(415) *824 *5300 

email: rgerharter@igc.org 


BAY AREA’S LARGEST 
SELECTION OF WEDDING 
INVITATIONS AND 
ANNOUNCE MENTS. 

20% Discount Special to all 
Newlywed Couples. 

HYEGRAPH 

INVITATIONS 

San Francisco GiftCenter, 888 Bran- 
nan 

Street Suite 273. 415-626-0461, 

Toll Free 1-866-626-0461. 

12 

CUSTOM DESIGNED AND 
PRINTED LETTERPRESS 
MARRIAGE 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Just My Type - Letterpress Printing 
and Design 510-336-1670 


THE HILTON SAN 
FRANCISCO INTRODUCES 
“THE INSTANT WEDDING” 

Call (415) 923-5032 For Details m 

FLUX GALLERY 

Unique Wedding Bands 
Featuring the Michael Daniels Collec¬ 
tion 

4092 18th Street @ Castro 
415-863-5892. Appointments Recommend¬ 
ed 

_ _ _U3 

ADVERTISE YOUR 
SERVICE IN THE 
BAY AREA 
REPORTER. CALL 
415-861-5019 


JOBS OFFERED 

ARE YOU LOOKING FOR A NEW CAREER? 

Is your current job setting you down? 

We are the largest adult retail chain in 
California and WE WANT YOU! 

Join our innovative team and work in a 
non-corporate, alternative-lifestyle-friendly 
environment. 

Excellent pay and great benefits! 

Benefits include: 

Medical, Dental, Vision & Life ■ 401 (k) ■ Paid 
vacations, sick days & holidays ■ Commissions 
Employee Discounts 

Managers must have two years experience in 
retail management. Clerks must have one year 
experience in retail. 


Please fax resume to (415) 468-3519 attention Lisa. 
Please call (415) 468-5600 ext. 140 for more information. 


\k + P P r.' 



LIKE TOOLS... 

But, you're not one yourself? 

Then read on... 

Looking for a p/t handyman assistant. 
Car/Tools of your own would be great 
but not necessary. 

No flakes please! Seriously. 

Call 279-2853 for more info. 

_E13 

Shipping Clerk for Adult Video Co. 
Handle shipping, run printer. 

25 to 

30 hrs per week. 

566-0122* Chris 

_E13 

Caregivers wanted for elderly care 
$10-$11 an hour. Live in and hourly 
available. Car is a plus. Call David at 
415-273-1497. CNA's & HHA's 


E15 


ADULTJOBS OFFERED 


FACTORY 

VIDEO 

You - Hot,18-35, in shape. Like sex 
& showing off+Making $$. Call now 
for an interview. Also looking for 
bears. 

Call us at 415-777-9070. 
www.factoryvideos.com 


BLOW 

BUDDIES 

We're hiring. You must be able to 
work some 2nd and 3rd shifts. Previ¬ 
ous experience working with the pub¬ 
lic required. Pick up application at 
933 Harrison or send us your resume 
at www.blowbuddies.com. 


TOTAL 

COCKSUCKERS 

WANTED 

Are you addicted to sucking 
cock? Are you a show off? Look 
good, be passionate. Email 
paul@treasureislandmedia.com or 
call Paul at 415-437-6696 ext #3 
WWW.TREASU REISLAND 
MEDIA.COM 


CAN YOU SUCK 
YOUR OWN DICK? 

Wanna be in a video and make 
some $? Call 415-437-6696 x3 
or send email to models@ 
treasureislandmedia.com 


LEGAL NOTICES 


STATEMENT FILE A-0274022-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Drums and Wires 526 Broderick St. 

San Francisco, Ca. 94117. This business is 
conducted by an individual signed Kevin H. 
Achs. The registrant(s) commenced to trans¬ 
act business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on 02/26/04. The 
statement was filed with the City and Coun¬ 
ty of San Francisco, Ca. on 02/26/04. 

MAR 11, 18, 25 APR 1 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0274175-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: SFVIVOR 1221 Jones Street, Apt. 4B 
San Francisco, Ca. 94109. This business is 
conducted by a general partnership signed 
Ellen Charnley. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
n/a. The statement was filed with the City 
and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
03/03/04. 

MAR 11, 18, 25 APR 1 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0274228-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Blue Water Real Estate Group 447 Ivy 
Street San Francisco, Ca. 94102. This 
business is conducted by an individual 
signed James N Rothman. The registrant(s) 
commenced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on 03/04/04. The statement was filed 
with the City and County of San Francisco, 
Ca. on 03/03/04. 

MAR 11, 18, 25 APR 1 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0274257-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: #1 Lost Art #2 Atlelier Lost Art 3440 
18th Street San Francisco, Ca. 94110. This 
business is conducted by a corporation 
signed Mario Kashou. The registrant(s) 
commenced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on 02/27/04. The statement was filed 
with the City and County of San Francisco, 
Ca. on 03/05/04. 

MAR 11, 18, 25 APR 1 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0274355-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: See,LLC 128 King St, 3rd floor San 
Francisco, Ca. 94107. This business is con¬ 
ducted by a limited liability company signed 
Andrew Narraway. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
01/01/04. The statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
03/10/04. 

MAR 18, 25 APR 1, 8 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0274107-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Cardlock #430 200 Toland Street 
San Francisco, Ca. 94124. This business is 
conducted by a limited liability company 
signed Thomas A. Dwelle. The registrant(s) 
commenced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on 01/01/04. The statement was filed 
with the City and County of San Francisco, 
Ca. on 03/01/04. 

MAR 18, 25 APR 1, 8 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0274189-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: iLoanOfficer Mortgage 505 Mont¬ 
gomery St. 7th Floor San Francisco, Ca. 
94111. This business is conducted by a cor¬ 
poration signed Gregory C. Pennington. The 
registrant(s) commenced to transact busi¬ 
ness under the above listed fictitious business 
name or names on 03/01/04. The statement 
was filed with the City and County of San 
Francisco, Ca. on 03A)3/04. 

MAR 18, 25 APR 1, 8 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0274391-00 

The following person(s) are doing business- 
as: A Wicked Scent 30 Collingwood St. 

San Francisco, Ca. 94114. This business is 
conducted by a general partnership signed 
Daryl Cullen. The registrant(s) commenced 
to transact business under the above listed 
fictitious business name or names on 
03/11/04. The statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
03/11/04. 

MAR 18, 25 APR 1, 8 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0274381-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Otaku Patrol Group, OPG Communica¬ 
tions 1133 Mason Ct. Suite H, Treasure Is¬ 
land, San Francisco Ca. 94130. This busi¬ 
ness is conducted by an individual signed A. 
Thorsson. The registrant(s) commenced to 
transact business under the above listed fic¬ 
titious business name or names on n/a. The, 
statement was filed with the City and Coun¬ 
ty of San Francisco, Ca. on 03/10/04. 

MAR 18, 25 APR 1, 8 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0274457-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Z's Fashion Jewelry 888 Brannan St., 
Ste. 2075 San Francisco, Ca. 94103. This 
business is conducted by a husband and wife 
signed Jing Shao.The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
03-15-04. The statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
03-15-04. 

MAR 25 APR 1,8, 15 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0274106-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Flyers #232 2000 19th Avenue San 
Francisco, Ca. 94116. This business is con¬ 
ducted by a limited liability company signed 
Thomas A. Dwelle. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
01/01/04. The statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
03/01/04. 

MAR 18, 25 APR 1, 8 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0274104-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Flyers #233 2301 19th Avenue San 
Francisco, Ca. 94116. This business is con¬ 
ducted by a limited liability company signed 
Thomas A. Dwelle. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
01/01/04. The statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
03/01/04. 

MAR 18, 25 APR 1, 8 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0274108-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Cardlock #437 2690 3rd Street San 
Francisco, Ca. 94107. This business is con¬ 
ducted by a limited liability company signed 
Thomas A. Dwelle. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact business under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
01/01/04. The statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
03/01/04. 

MAR 18, 25 APR 1, 8 2004 


IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OFTHE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA IN AND 
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN FRAN¬ 
CISCO FILE NO.CNC 04-541243 

In the Matter of the Application of Sandra 
Elizabeth Merk for Change of Name. The 
application of Sandra Elizabeth Merk for 
change of name, having been filed in Court, 
and it appearing from said application that 
Sandra Elizabeth Merk has filed an appli¬ 
cation proposing that his/her name be 
changed to Elizabeth Sandra Cocco. Now 
therfore, it is hereby ordered and directed, 
that all persons interested in said matter do 
appear before this Court in Department 218 
on the 20th day of May at 9:00am of said, 
day to show cause why the application for’ 
change of name should not be granted. 
MAR 25 APR 1,8, 15 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0274109-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Flyers #235 3300 Caesar Chavez St. 
San Francisco, Ca. 94110'. This business is 
conducted by a limited liability company 
signed Thomas A. Dwelle. The registrant(s) 
commenced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on 01/01/04. The statement was filed 
with the City and County of San Francisco, 
Ca. on 03/01/04. 

MAR 18, 25 APR 1, 8 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0273894-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Pussy Kat Productions 4096 17th St, 
#204 San Francisco, Ca. 94114. This 
business is conducted by an individual 
signed Kathleen Amendola. The 
registrant(s) commenced to transact busi¬ 
ness under the above listed fictitious busi¬ 
ness name or names on 02-24-04. The 
statement was filed with the City and Coun¬ 
ty of San Francisco, Ca. on 02-24-04. 
MAR 25 APR 1,8, 15 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0274644-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: HD Technology 211 Ashton Avenue San 
Francisco, Ca. 94112. This business is con¬ 
ducted by an individual signed Yue Bing 
Chen. The registrant(s) commenced to trans¬ 
act business under the above listed fictitious 
business name or names on 03-22-04. The 
statement was filed with the City and Coun¬ 
ty of San Francisco, Ca. on 03-22-04. 
MAR 25 APR 1, 8, 15 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0274637-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Big Art's Hauling 1319 S. Van Ness 
Ave. San Francisco, Ca. 94110. This busi¬ 
ness is conducted by an individual signed 
Arturo Pleitez. The registrant(s) com¬ 
menced to transact busi ness under the above 
listed fictitious business name or names on 
03-22-04. The statement was filed with the 
City and County of San Francisco, Ca. on 
03-22-04. 

MAR 25 APR 1,8, 15 2004 


STATEMENT FILE A-0274676-00 

The following person(s) are doing business 
as: Minda Lee Fine Home Detailing 429 
Douglass St. San Francisco, Ca. 94114. 
This business is conducted by an individual 
signed Minda Jo Lee. The registrant(s) 
commenced to transact business under the 
above listed fictitious business name or 
names on n/a. The statement was filed with 
the City and County of San Francisco, Ca. 
on 03-22-04. 

MAR 25 APR 1,8, 15 2004 




INSURANCE 

INSURANCE 

MC NAMARA INSURANCE 
SERVICES, INC. 

ROBERT H. CONNER, JR. LUTCF 
Auto, Home,Boat, RV, Motorcycle 
Umbrella, Life, Health, Disability 
Business Insurance 
Competitive Rates-Free Quotes 
415-457-7856 
bob@4apolicy.com 
www.4apolicy.com 



mm 


W.E.L. Tax Services 


You work hard for your money, 
let us work smart to help you keep it! 

Bill Lentini 


415-292-7589 

www.weltax.com 


KEEP MORE OF YOUR MONEY 
Free workshop on low-cost 
investing options - Madson 
Advisors • 415-626-9023 
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SERVICES 


DECKS WATER FEATUREi 

•ENCES made of either 

DETAINING WALLS (Stainless Steel 
RRIGATION or Rock)Water 

falls,Streams 

J hone:(650)557-1543 Ronds,etc 

Cell, ;(415)310-4857 Indoor A Qutl 



^GOTtf 

PETS? 

PET SITTING S. DOG WALKING 

FREE 1/2 HOUR CONSULTATION 

CALL JERNINE 
415 8B1-5381 isfi 


Great Scott B 
Cleaning | 

Professional cleaning 

at an affordable price j A^j 

Weekly or Bi-weekly jJ 

550-SCOT(7268) 

1 bring my own supplies and equipment 


Landscape Design 
Construction 

GAY OWNED AND OPERATED. 
TWELVE YEARS EXPERIENCE 
CREATING BEAUTIFUL RESIDENTIAL 
AND COMMERCIAL GARDENS. SPE¬ 
CIALIZING IN LOW-MAINTENANCE 
PLANTINGS AUTOMATIC IRRIGATION 
SYSTEMS, DECKS, HOT TUBS & 
FENCES. OUTSTANDING REFERENCES. 
PLEASE CALL JIM LINK, MLA.LIC 

@ (415) 282-0288 


^ LAND 

HIGH INTEGRITY GARDENING 415 269 6609 



Wizard's Cleaning Team 


Experienced Professional} with all aspects of 
residential & business needs, incl. haulinq. 

& . 


CALL for FREE ESTIMATE 


wizardcleanteam@aol.com 

4 V , 


415.487.0114 (Office) 
415.225.0779 (cell) 




ADMIRAL i^GREEN 
LANDSCAPING 

San Francisco’s Residential 
Landscape Specialists 


call (415) 750-9002 

www.admiralgreen.com 


Gourmet Vegetarian Cuisine Deliv¬ 
ered to your doorstep For monthly 
menu, CALL: JANE • 826-2133 
www.pealcuisine.com 

GAY FRIENDLY MERCEDEZ 
UMO 

From SFO airport to San Francisco 
and the Bay Area. Odl Briai(415)595- 
304 

FLOWER 

ARRANGER 

Many yrs freelance bars parties 
restaurants. Back room work florist 
shop? Call Dave Fairall 

415-776-1939 BEFORE 5PM 

_E1B 

Cleaning Professional 17yrs exp. 
Home or Office. Roger Miller 
(415) 664-0513 

Odd jobs, Painting, Housecleaning, 
Gardening, etc. 7 days 724-3252 ^ 

Quality Painting done in my painter 
shorts. $10 hour. 835-4735 

_._E15 

BASIC CLEAN 
$35 WKLY. 

Once $55, mop, dust, bath, kitchen, 
stove, fridge, garbage, sheet change, 
fireplace, kitty litter. Flat rate. 

Most for the money. Call John 420- 
2926. In Bay Area Reporter 10 

yearS E14 

Housecleaner for SF only $15hr 
431-3439 


Serving the Community 
With Quality and Reliability 

Lone Star 
Plumbing 

BATHS • KITCHENS • CODE WORK • SPRINKLERS 
COPPER WORK • REMODELING SPECIALISTS 
SERVICE AND REPAIR 

641-9234 


GARDENING & LANDSCAPING I 

Yard Cleaning • Hauling ‘Tree Care I 

Ph:(415)552-8274 or (415) 810-6807 


•SU^YslDfr 


Nude Housecleaning 415-724-3252^ 

Gardner Tree care and Soul 
Ca. Natives/Dought Tolerant, 
Bird/Butterfly habitat, Organic. 

Mark 420-2823 Great References. 

£14 

PAULK HOUSECLEANING 

Excellent refs. Bonded . Sf/East Bay 
510-864-4132 Paulkclean@aol.com 

£14 

MEDICAL MARIJUANA 

Top quality, affordable, reliable, con¬ 
venient, home delivery. Mon-Sat 
l-7pm. Medical Cannabis Delivery 
Service (MCDS) 415-606-3441 

_E13 

PRUNE YOUR TREES 

Expert in pruning of all varieties of 
trees and more. Please call: 334- 
3334. 

E13 

HOUSECLEANING 

Since 1979. Many original customers 
All supplies and equipment. Richard 
415-255-0389. 

_£13 

REUNION 

SPECIALIST 

Bringing lost people together. 

Toll Free: 888-753-ASAP. 

E15 

DIEGO! 

My clients are singing my praises. 

Find out why. 

Excellent House Cleaner. 

References. 

Call Diego (415) 378-7728 

_E13 

Christopher's Housecleaning 
8 yrs. exp. Free Est. 370-4341 

E13 

Mike's Fix-It Serve-Audio/Video/ 
Phone/Elec wiring, Minor Handy-man 
work, reasonable. 337-0920. 



IUK22U11£ 

UPKEEP _ 



coLomsi 

pmmcjco. 

• Commercial/Residential 

• Interior/Exterior 

• Natural Wood 
Preservation 


* Quality Craftsmanship 

• Over 20 Yrs. Experience 


(415) 861-7167 

Call for Free Estimate 
Gensteve@pacbell.net 
CA Lie. #786219 



■CARPENTRY 

muMumMmum 

m Specializing in 

■ Kitchens 

■ & Baths 

Interior 

Remodeling 

Crown & 
Custom Trim 

■ Windows & Doors 

■ Impeccable References 

■ 1 - 415 - 505-2427 


NORTH CAL 
■ROOFINGR 


Roofs of all types 

• Featuring 
Modified 
Single Ply 
Roofing For 
All Flat Roofs 

• Gutters 

• Skylights 

• Siding 

• Steep Shingle 
Work A Specialty 

• Cedar Sidewall 
Shingles 

Insured a & R> State Lie# 757164 

John Bailey 
Owner, Operator 

FREE ESTIMATES 
333-3701 


PHILLIP JAMES 


• HOME REMODELING • 

• CARPENTRY • ELECTRICAL • 
•PLUMBING • FINE FINISHWORK« 

415 - 374-8983 

C.A Lie# 779S85 


MILUX 

’ainting & Decorating 

Interior & Exterior 
Wallpapering 
Trained Colorist 



SERVICES 


• HANDIWORK + SMALL REPAIRS 

• LIGHT CONSTRUCTION 

• SMALL PROJECTS 

• LIGHT MOVES 

• RELIABLE & PROFESSIONAL 


TOM SKIDMORE 
415-279-2853 

REASONABLE RATES 
EXCELLENT REFERENCES 


BAY 

ELECTRIC 

PH (41 
= Free 

15) 563-5645 n 
Estimates! = 

Lighting • Kitchen Remodels*panels 
New Plugs and Switches • Service Calls 
CA Lie # 810652 • Bonded & Insured 


THE ELECTRICIAN 

Victorian Specialist 
Track Lighting 
Internal & External 
Motion Detectors 
Down Lights 
Low Voltage Systems 
Heating/Air Conditioning 
Hydroponics Servicing 

Lic#394787 • Bonded & Insured 

(415) 252-8574 

Serving our Community with pride and respect 



GREAT PRICES, 
CLEAN, FAST 

415.701-9968 

j JPPCOMPANYQAOL.COM 


IE 


Electrical Rewiring 
Old Houses & Fiats 

415 - 239-5393 


SHEILA’S REPAIRS 


415 . 584.5669 

Carpentry • Plumbing • Dry Rot 
Retrofit • Foundation Bolts 
Painting • Drywall 
Doors & Windows 


ONE GUY, 

ONE PAINTBRUSH 

$10 an hour. No job too small. 

415-626-5175. 

EU 

Quality painting done in my Painter 
Shorts $10/hr. 

835-4735 

Qf 

Drywall/ PI aster - highest quality 
new/repair/patch. Artistic detail, 
textures. $28hr. 20+yrs. 995-4782 


DESIGN & BUILDING 
CONTRACTOR 



Kitchen, Baths, and 
Interior Remodel Specialists 


415 - 261-0202 


iu -Howfc Omcz 

Call 415-577-1665 Peter 
Remodeung, Troubleshooting, 
Service Changes 
No Job Too Small • Low Rates 


SHEILA’S REPAIRS 


415 . 584.5669 

Carpentry • Plumbing • Dry Rot 
Retrofit • Foundation Bolts 
Painting • Drywall 
Doors & Windows 


Don Giovanni’s 
Painting 

Quality 

Interior/Exterior work 

415 . 724-3130 

CA Lie. # 773087 



...book your ad or 
insert now for 
prime placement. 

Call 415.861.5019 or email 
BARadv@aol.com 

for details. — k _ u _ 

PRIDE 

,Sji lS |USt 

around the corner... 


BayAreaK 


EPORTER 
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hauling 


MOVERS 



Call Yoel 282-2023 



Basement, Garage, Attic, Sofa's, Carpet 
Removal, Padding, Nail Strips, Appliances, 
Large Truck, Furniture Rearranging 
Serving the Gay Community 

Lou (415)225-4637 


EZ RELOCATION 

HOME & OFFICE 
415-252-5938 • pgr41 5-597-1889 


2Men Lg clean truck 
cheap 24hrs 
Freeest.- 

Louis 902-3229_ 

Hauling, etc, 441-1054. Large 
Truck! 

Remove carpet, appl., sofas, cemen^ 13 

Hauling. Reliable, On Time. 

Mike $20/Hr 415-577-7180 E18 

Big Art's Hauling • 415-987-0749^ 


f HIU 1 i llnl 

f Pat Ryan * 
Moving & 
Storage 

Call for a free estimate 

415 - 871-8196 



• NO EXTRA CHARGE 
EVENINGS & WEEKENDS 

• Free use of wardrobe 

BOXES 

• Excellent references 

• Frequent trips to 
Palm Springs 

• Licensed & Insured 

Cal T *189509 


Palm Springs 

| h • Licensed & Insured J 

IHI^ Cal T *189509 J 

' j e===nH] 



GAY OPERATED 
FOR OVER 
25 YEARS 


_ t Free 
estimates 


PACKING • MOVING • STORAGE 



remam.com 


Need PC help? 

Experienced 

Friendly 

Reasonable 

Ed: 415-282-0383 


Upside down? 

Get your computer 
back up! Just... 


roubleshooting. Installation. Tutoring. 
/Ve’ll fix your computer - PC or Mac - 
at your home or office rs 
throughout the Bay Area. /®t?X 

415-552-7909 

www. sf-remain.com 


TECH SUPPORT 


MACINTOSH 

HELP 

* Prompt 

* Thorough 

* 12 Years Ixp 

'i 

Rick 415.821.1792 | 


Computer Help 


In your home- installation- 
troubleshooting-DSL-etc. 

Windows & Mac 
competitive rates-7 days 

Joe (415) 431-6766 


PC HELP/INSTRUCTIONS 

All Windows, MS Office, DSL & Fax, 
Email. Zack 292-7243 7 days. 


HTTP://WWW 


PRUDENTIAL WEST 
REALTY 

Gay Owned/Operated 

RUSSIAN RIVER 

h ttp ://p r uden ti a I wes tco unty.com 

Good dish on anyone in the leather 
community? HatchetQ@aol.com 


COUNSELING 

I -- 



PSYCHOTHERAPY 

Individuals & Couples Work 

Gay Men’s Therapy Groups 

DC 

DAVE 

• Improve Self-Esteem 

• Develop Meaningful Relationships 

• Master Self-Defeating Patterns 

• Overcome Anxiety & Depression 

[«• J : 

LIC* MFT 12549 

, ... mama • Move beyond Fear & Grief 

(415) 431 -3220 * Become More Fully Alive 

daveCOOperberg@yahOO.COm Serving the Bay Area Since 1973 1 



Maxine Bernstein 
LIFE TRANSITION COACH 


Are you facing a change? 

• Your relationship is in transition 

• You are about to join your life with another 

• Someone you loved has died 

• You’re relocating... 
possibly internationally 

415.561.0100 

ClaritasCoaching.com 


Problems with 
Drug/Alcohol use? *j 

TRY DRUGCRAFT 

LGBT-friertdly 
location in Vallejo 

707-642-6701 


THE GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, 
TRANSGENDER PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
ASSOCIATION OF THE BAY AREA 

fGaylesta 

V J a naH3^ corporation 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 
REFERRAL SERVICE 

888 . 869.4993 

CALL TOLL FREE 24 HOURS A DAY 

Free confidential referrals made to 
qualified therapists throughout the 
Bay Area who understand issues of 
concern to our community. 

CALIFORNIA’S OLDEST G/L/B/T 
THERAPIST ASSOCIATION. 

Paid for by over 120 participating 
licensed therapists. Insurance 
referrals available. 


wwwgaylesfa.org 



RON FOX, Ph D., mft 

COUNSELING & PSYCHOTHERAPY 
INDIVIDUALS • COUPLES • GROUPS 

• Relationships • Self-esteem 

• Intimacy • Depression 

• Coming out Issues • Sexuality 

• HIV/AIDS concerns • Anxiety 

• Co-dependency • Stress 

• ACA/dysfuncdonal family Issues 

CONVENIENT CASTRO OFFICE 
INSURANCE/SLIDING SCALE 
License #MFC 22194 
www.ronfoxphd.com 

SAN FRANCISCO 6714 


SEX LIFE 

OUT OF CONTROL? 

I'm specifically certified to help you 
create a healthier, more fulfilling sex¬ 
ual life. Reasonable Rates. 

Paul P. Shepard, PH.D, CSAT 
(510) 333-4511 


Click on: Gaytherapist.com 
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ADOPTED IN CALIFORNIA? 

Original birth name locates. 

Special on now. No find. No fee. 
Quotes given for full searches. 

TOLL FREE: 888-753-ASAP. 

§15 


r 

Bay Area! 

Reporter 

CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM 


DEADLINE 

NOONonMONDA 

Payment must acco 


Indicate 

Type Style 

HereT 

1 1 1 1 

L 

X-BOLD Stops Here ' 
1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

r BOLD Stops Here 1 

Mill 

f CAPS Stop Here 1 

II II 

f Regular Stops Here J 

II II 1 

r j 


Y. 

impany ad. 

1 1 1 1 

L 

1 1 II 1 1 1 1 

II II 1 

II II 

II II 1 



1 1 1 1 

L 

MINIM 

II II 1 

II II 

1 II II 



ivu du> LdKtru over uie 

telephone. If you have a 

1 1 1 1 

L 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

II II 1 

II II 

II 1 II 



question, call 415.861.5019. 
Display advertising rates 

1 1 1 1 

L 

llllllll' 

II II 1 

II II 

II II 1 



available upon request. 

DATCC 

1 1 1 1. 

L 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

II II 1 

II II 

1111 I 



IVrt 1 L.J 











First line, Regular 

All subsequent lines 
CAPS dc 

BOLD dc 

4.50 

1 1 1 1 

L 


II II 1 

II II 

M 

ML J LJ 



3.00 
»uble price 
luble price 

1 1 1 1 

L 

llllllll 

II II 1 

II II 

II II 1 



Mil. 

L 

llllllll 

II II 1 

II II 

1 II II 



X-BOLD triple price 

1 1 1 M 

L 

llllllll 


I I LJ 

1111 1 



PAYMENT 

□ Cash 

CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

MAIL WITH 
PAYMENT TO: 

BAY AREA 
REPORTER 

395 Ninth Street 
San Francisco, CA 
94103 

OR FAX TO: 



□ Personal £heck 

□ Money Order 

□ Visa 

Card Number 

J Name 

Telephone 




Expiration Date 

j Address 



□ MasterCard 

Minimum $10 charge 

Signature 

City 


State 

Zip 



L 

on Visa and MasterCard. 

Name 

f Number of Issues Classification 


Amount Enclosed 


415.861.8144 

. J 



















































































































































































































Shrine to rhinestones & feather boas 

Costumes, jewelry and flamboyance at 
the Liberace Museum in old Las Vegas. 

page 29 

Slice of Eurocinema 

Hungarian hiccups and a 
Polish fable at the Castro. 

page 30 
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Young, adult & gay 

‘Geography Club’ lessons 
with Brent Hartinger. 

page 31 





c indinq the blast in Balanchine 


by Stephanie von Buchau 

J anuary 22, 2004 marked 
the 100th birthday of 
George Balanchine, the 
20th century’s most prolif- ilk 

ic, influential ballet choreograph- wk 

er. Until April 4, San Francisco Ballet, 
whose artistic director Helgi Tomasson 
danced for Balanchine for 15 years, is throw¬ 
ing a birthday party titled The Balanchine Fes¬ 
tival, but it’s a lot more fun than that formal title indicates. 

In fact, the opening program, seen last Friday night at the 
War Memorial Opera House, may have been too much of 
a good thing. The second Balanchine evening includes the 
lighter-weight Square Dance and Who Cares?, but there 
were no light moments Friday — unless you count the 
sweetly comic interaction of the young Apollo and his 1 
three muses. » 

Tomasson got the proceedings off on the right foot 
with a short, emotional (for him) speech on what dancing 
for Balanchine meant. Music director Andrew Mogrelia, 
who conducted all three pieces, then led Stravinsky's "Greet¬ 
ing Prelude,” a short, dissonant gloss on “Happy Birthday.” 
The first revival was the immortal Serenade, a piece in SFB’s 
repertory since 1952. For years it acted on me as an inocu¬ 
lation against Balanchine because it was danced so badly — 
way too slow in the allegro movements, awkward and silly in 
the poetic finale. One night, the boys carrying Lynda Meyer 
off stage dropped her in the wings. 

Since Tomasson took over SFB, the Balanchine repertory 
has been brought smack up to speed. 1 remember weeping the 

page 28 ► 


Yuan Yuan 
Tan, Vanessa 
Zahorian, 
Sarah 
Van Patten, 
Gonzalo Garcia 
in Balanchine's 
Apollo 


Swimming with Spalding Gray 


Bisexuality, Buddhism and the Bulls, in his own words 



by David Lamble 

N ews that Spalding Gray had 
drowned himself by jumping off 
the Staten Island Ferry struck a sad 
and bitterly ironic note to fans of 
his seminal work, Swimming to Cambodia. 
Swimmings central conceit was that it was 
easier to swim to Cambodia from New York 
than to explain the hideous irony of its 
auto-genocide, which is after all a kind of 
national suicide. By the time he vanished 
into the waters of New York Harbor on Jan¬ 
uary 10, Spalding Gray appeared to have let 
the world in on all his secrets, exploring 
some very dark places in 25 monologues 
that covered the waterfront from puberty 
(Sex and Death to the Age of 14) and his 
topsy-turvy schooldays (Booze, Cars and 
College Girls ) to becoming a father in 
midlife ( Morning, Noon and Night). Last 
year, he had even begun a painful autopsy 
of the 2001 car accident in Ireland that had 
left him with a fractured skull, a crushed hip 
and a paralyzing depression (Life Interrupt¬ 


ed). Depression was a lifelong nemesis: his 
mother Elizabeth Gray had taken her life in 
1967, and Gray had counted as a watershed 
event passing his mother’s final age of 52. 

Swimming to Cambodia is not only lit¬ 
tered with references to depression and sui¬ 
cide but is buoyed up with hilarious ac¬ 
counts of his long-running affair with pro¬ 
ducer/girlfriend Rene Shafransky. Gray was 
determined not to leave the Far East before 
experiencing a Zenlike “perfect moment.” 

Gay men who loved Gray’s work and 
met him often came away with the feeling 
that we had found a kindred soul, a fellow 
traveler. Descriptions of his battles with 
Shafransky were sharply and wittily ob¬ 
served but lacked the venomous, annihilat¬ 
ing misogyny that often scars straight male 
dispatches from the battle of the sexes. 

Gray: “ [ Rene’s] very confrontational and 
always wants to talk about what is going on 
in the relationship, not the sunset. So she 
went off to talk to [Killing Fields actor] Ju¬ 
lian Sands, and I went to [second unit 
page 35 ► 
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March makeover madness 


Don't let's go to the dogs tonight 




CRYSTAL SEX 
KEEPING YOU UP 
ALL NIGHT? 

WELL, NOT EXACTLY... 




Warning: Nudity & Sexual Situations 
Wed • Sat of 8:00 PM, Sun at 2:00 PM 

HURRY.' MOST CIOSE MARCH 28 


fTICKET| 


THE NEW CONSERVATORY THEATRE CENTER www.nttcsf.org 


West Coast Premiere from the 
Tony Aw«d*Winning creators of RAGTIME! 


a new musical 

book by 
TERRENCE McNALLY 
music by 
STEPHEN FLAHERTY 
lyrics by 
LYNN AHRENS 


directed by George Quick 


Tickets $18 to $28 call (415) 861-8972 


25 Van Ness Avenue • San Francisco *(415) 861-8972 


Scooby-Doo says, "Rut-roh!" 


SF/SPCA prez Daniel Crain, Bella, Anita Cocktail, and Sharon Boggs. 


by Roberto Friedman 


H onestly, don’t you think 
straight America is com¬ 
pletely obsessed with get¬ 
ting beauty makeovers? Then 
they’re concerned about possibly 
being perceived as gay! Can we 
talk cognitive dissonance? 

“Honey,” the new men’s shop¬ 
ping magazine Cargo asks, “does 
this embroidered shirt make me 
look gay?” If you have to ask, 
honey, the answer is yes. 

Now, it happens that our pal 
Pepi has an embroidered shirt he 
is fond of wearing. When he does, 
he loqks just like a handsome 
young dad wearing the shirt his 
daughter made him in Home Ec. 
OK, a handsome young gay dad. 
But as you know, our particular 
demographic is at the fashion 
forefront. 

But what else is the discrimi¬ 
nating Cargo reader wearing?. 
Denim Double-Knee pants, a 
brand of stuffed-crotch trousers 
described as “engineered to pump 
up what you’ve got going on 
downtown.” Ooh honey, let’s take 
an express train right there. 

Now comes word that home¬ 
furnishing chain Pier 1 Imports 
has eased out actress Kirstie 
Alley as spokeswoman, and re¬ 
placed her with Queer Eye for the 
Straight Guy “design doctor” 
Thom Filicla as spokeswoman. 

“We wanted somebody who 
was renowned as a decorator-ex¬ 
pert, and Thom certainly has been 
well-connected in his career,” Pier 


Design gum Thom Filicia 


1 CEO Marvin J. Girouard told 
the Associated Press. “He’s done 
some things that we think will re¬ 
ally play well into our type of 
merchandising and advertising.” 
But does he wear Denim 
Double-Knee extra- 
stuffed? 

Filicia claims he 
uses Pier 1 items in his 
designs, so he had no 
problem signing up as 
a pitchman for a year. 

“There’s so much per¬ 
sonality in their 
pieces,” he said, pi- 
quantly. “This is a 
store where you 
can really express 
yourself.” Yes, if you speak the lan¬ 
guage of matching rattan end-ta¬ 
bles. Honey, let’s get out of here! 

Toto-lly fabulous 

As crime-solving pooch Scoo¬ 


by-Doo, now starring in a stoopid 
new movie (a sequel, no less) has 
been known to remark: 
“Rut-roh. 1 ” By that exple¬ 
tive he means, “Here 
comes one last Sing- 
A-Long Wiz of Oz 
item!” 

Yes, it was dog eat 
dog at the Castro The¬ 
atre last Thursday night 
for the Toto Look-A- 
Like Contest. In 
true San Francisco 
fashion, a boxer 
dressed in drag 
claimed the grand prize. Bella 
(nom de nuit Toto-lly Boxer), 
dressed by Bella DeBall Doggie 
Drag and escorted by Anita Cock-, 
tail and Sharon Boggs, ruled the 
roost, besting the more traditional 
Toto wannabes. The contest, hosted 
by Jan Wahl and Connie Cham¬ 
pagne, was judged by SF/SPCA 
President Daniel Crain and PAWS 
Executive Director John Lipp. Top 
dogs in the aud included SF Ballet 
Executive Director Glenn McCoy 
and Ballet board member Susan 
Van Wagner. 

After the contest, tails wagged 
as the 10 or more real dogs' in the 
audience barked along to their fa¬ 
vorite Toto moments, and were 
whipped into a frenzy when the 
canine hero saved the day in the 
end. Grrrr-eat. 


Imitation of lesbo 

Last week’s review of both ver¬ 
sions of Imitation of Life now out 
in DVD brought a rosy reminis¬ 
cence from Hollywood Hank 
about the stars of both the origi¬ 
nal and the remake. We asked 
Hank to work the gangles (gay an¬ 
gles) for us. 

Well, the chic and charming 
Claudette Colbert was, of 
course, a lesbian, as is Lana Turn- 
er’s only child, Cheryl Crane. 
Ross Hunter, who produced 
many of Douglas Sirk’s films in¬ 
cluding the Turner version of Im¬ 
itation, was gay. At one point in 


the film, Turner thinks she may 
audition for the “new Tennessee 
Williams play.” In the ’40s, 
Williams briefly worked at MGM 
as a writer, and at one point feared 
having to write something for 
Lana, but she took a pregnancy 
leave, giving birth to Cheryl, and 
Williams soon left the studio. 

Actress Susan Kohner, who 
plays the light-skinned black who 
passes for white in the remake, is 
the daughter of Mexican film star 
Lupita Tovar and Hollywood 
agent Paul Kohner. She quit 
movies in the early ’60s despite 
winning two Golden Globes and 
getting an Oscar nomination, in 
order to marry men’s clothing de¬ 
signer John Weitz. Their sons, 
Chris and Paul Weitz, are the 
guys who wrote the screenplays 
for Antz and American Pie. 

Finally, the divinely hunky 
John Gavin, who, like Kohner, is 
half-Mexican, quit the movies, 
and later in life was named Am¬ 
bassador to Mexico by Hollywood 
pal Ronald Reagan. 

Well, for a discourse with no 
shortage of gangles, that one sure 
ended on a squangle (square 
angle)! But thanks for the good 
gossip gumbo, Hank. 

Mag wheels 

Our recent musings about De¬ 
tails magazine retreating into an 
explain-gay-to-straights mode 
brought several decided demur- 
rals from dedicated Details read¬ 
ers. Recent articles have included 
“Why Gay Men Shouldn’t Want to 
Get Married” (basic reason: “Now 
everybody will be fat and miser¬ 
able”) and “Gay or Democratic 
Front-Runner?” in which an eerie 
convergence in style between gay 
blade and basic politician was 
noted (“Sleeves: Rolled up above 
the elbow. Shows off buff fore¬ 
arms.” “Pleated Pants: Provides 
extra room to swing the bat.”) 

Contributors to the ambigu- 
ously-sexed glossy magazine ap- 
next page ► 
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Order Online Charge by Phone Ticket Office 

calperfs.berkeley.edu 510.642.9988 Zeiierbach Hall 

10 am-s^o pm,Tue*Fri UC Berkeley Campus 

1 pm-5 pm, Sat-Suri 10 am- 5 : 3 o pm, Tue-Fri 

■ M 0 U;H Voicemail after hours 1 pm - 5 pm, Sat-Sun 

■ilillllMliilfl AO and artists are C>0$ed M ° n 

iiiittiMi «(oiiftott ti mum subftet to change. Croup* «(w or nrw«*av« 

Season Sponsors.* San ^ranrisro Cljromrtr fr%H£isco 


sfchrofiicle.com 


ORDER NOW FOR THE BEST SEATS! 


Out There 

M previous page 

parently include one with a sexu¬ 
al preference even Out There was 
previously unfamiliar with, 
namely a monkosexual. “Tony 
Hendra releases his 10th book 
this spring,” we learn on the con¬ 
tributor’s page. It’s “Father Joe 
(Random House), about his life¬ 
long relationship with a Benedic¬ 
tine monk.” 

Then there’s that photo of Mex¬ 
ican stud actor Diego Luna doing 
push-ups which has OT fantasiz¬ 
ing feverishly about being his yoga 
mat. OK, Details, renew our com¬ 
plimentary subscription! ▼ 


Mild meets Wilde 


'A Man of No Importance' at NCTC 


by Richard Dodds 


Diego Luna gives good push-up. 


; ew Conservatory Theatre 
|1|Jj Center has scored some- 

» thing of a coup, landing 
both Terrence McNally as a play¬ 
wright in residence for a year and 
McNally’s musical A Man of No 
Importance in its West Coast pre¬ 
miere. 

It’s a happy situation all 
around. 

A Man of No Importance, seen 
at Lincoln Center in 2002, is what 
is sometimes called a “chamber 
musical.” Despite a group of cre¬ 
ative heavy-hitters, it is a pur¬ 
posefully intimate and unpreten¬ 
tious affair. New Conservatory 
originally planned to produce it as 
a staged concert, but the resources 
were found to let it grow into a 
full production with a six-piece 
orchestra. Sharply directed by 
George Quick, it’s a significant ac¬ 
complishment for the theater’s 
gay-oriented Pride series. 

A Man of No Importance isn’t 
exactly a gay musical, though its 
central character is a deeply closet¬ 
ed middle-aged bus conductor in 
1964 Dublin. Albert Finney played 
Alfie Byrne is the 1994 film on 
which the musical is based, and an 
excellent Arthur Scappaticci creates 
his own version of this man who 
can say with sad truth that “my 
hands are innocent of affection.” 

Alfie lives with his sister, who 
nags at him to find a wife, but his 
passions find their outlet in a the¬ 
ater troupe he runs in a church 
rec room. He is fixated on Oscar 
Wilde (who makes several dra¬ 
matically clumsy spectral appear¬ 
ances), and he plans to follow up 
a production of The Importance of 
Being Earnest with Wilde’s Sa¬ 
lome. When the church cancels 
the production of the “dirty play,” 
it sends Alfie on a course that will 
change his life. 

McNally, best-known for such 
plays as Frankie and Johnny and 
Master Class, is also arguably the 
best adaptor-librettist working in 
musicals today. The books to Rag¬ 
time, The Full Monty, and Kiss of 
the Spiderwoman are all his, and 
his empathetic skills are on view 
again in A Man of No Importance. 
Songwriters Stephen Flaherty and 
Lynn Ahrens, McNally’s Ragtime 
collaborators, created a pleasant¬ 
ly Irish-tinged score that, if not 
exactly memorable, fits the tenor 
of the story that has a splash of 
fantasy in its happy ending. 

Scappaticci, who has played 
larger-than-life Oscar Wilde in a 
one-man show, ironically makes a 
bigger impression as the smaller- 
than-life Alfie Byrne. Of course, 
Alfie only appears smaller than 
life, both to himself and to his 


Diane Tasca and Arthur Scappaticci in A Man: fomenting desires inside. 


A Man of No Importance will 
run through April 11 at New 
Conservatory Theatre Center. 
Tickets are $18-$28. Call 861- 
8972 or go to nctcsf.org. 


community, and Scappaticci cre¬ 
ates a believably unassuming shell 
and the fomenting desires inside. 

Scappaticci also has a solid 
voice, and if not everyone in the 
ensemble cast shares that skill, 
there is still considerable success 
in giving agreeable life to the 
characters in Alfie’s world. These 
include Shelley Lynn Johnson as 
Alfie’s fussing sister, Levi 
Damione as the bus driver Alfie 
secretly loves, Rayna Hickman as 
an innocent girl Alfie casts as Sa¬ 
lome, and Paul Plain as the Judas 
in Alfie’s acting troupe. 

The production’s press night 
was pushed back a week, it was re¬ 
ported, to give the orchestra more 
time with the score, and the re¬ 
sults under Barry Koron’s musical 
direction are polished. Indeed, the 
entire production has a confident 
glow about it, eliciting finely 
tuned pleasures from a musical of 
modest intentions. ▼ 


Cal Performances 


03/04 


Nederlands Dans 
Theater I 

Wed & Thu, Mar 24 & 25, 8 pm 

Sat, Mar 27,8 pm; and Sun, Mar 28,3 pm 

Zeiierbach Hall $38, $48, $64 

Originally formed to bridge the gap 
between modern dance and classical 
ballet, Nederlands Dans Theater I 
displays their unique eloquence in 
motion in works that push the bound¬ 
aries of dance structure and staging 
and evoke the soulful vision of the 
ensemble's principal choreographer 
and artistic advisor Jin Kylian. 

Program A (Mar 24 & 25): Kylian/Claude Pascal 
(West Coast premiere); 2/52" (West Coast pre¬ 
miere); Last Touch (West Coast premiere), all.set 
to music by Dirk Haubrich 
Program B (Mar 27 & 28): KyliAn /Symphony of 
Psalms, set to Stravinsky’s Symphony of Psalms-, 
Click Pause Silence, set to music by Bach (West 
Coast premiere); Inger/ Walking Mad, set to 
Ravel’s Bolero and Arvo Part’s Fur Alina (West 
Coast premiere) 

Supported by the Bernard Osher Foundation 
and the National Endowment for the Arts. 
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Fr/rfay, 5 March, 8:00j»n - Napa ; Vaffegififlu Howie 
Saturday, 13 March, 2 : 00 pm ~ GMa theatre (Legion of Honor) 
Sunday, 18 Ayril, 100pm - showcase Theatre (San Rafael) 
Sunday, 25 April, 100pm ~ Presentation Theatre (USF) 

415372.8934 

F or Tickets ancf biformation 

WWW.POCKETOPERAX)RO 



A DELIGHT TO BEHOLD! 

You've never seen 
anything so spectacular." 

-Jerry Friedman, KCO RADIO 



the [ion King 


BROADWAY'S AWARD-WINNING BEST MUSICAL 

- ummmmmia — 

CALL: Ticketmaster 415-356-UON 
ONLINE: ticketmaster.com or lionkingsf.com 
VISIT: Orplteum Theatre Box Office at 1192 Market at 8th 
GO: To your local Ticketmaster outlets 
GROUPS: Call 415-551-2020 

TICKETS SUBJECT TO APPLICABLE SERVICE CHARGE'S. DATES.TIMES, AND PRICES SUBJECTTO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTIFICATION. 
ORDERS LIMITED TO JTICKETS PER PERSON. TICKETS SUBJECTTO AVAILABILITY AND PRIOR SALE. OTHER RESTRICTIONS APPLY. 


BKMlifflS 0 » 1 P 1 5J™ ,t ticketmaster | 



SF Ballet 

M Arts cover 

first time I saw Tomasson’s SFB do 
Theme and Variations, as much for 
the way the late Denis de Coteau 
conducted the “Polonaise” as for 
the vibrant, buoyant dancing. 
When I told Tomasson I’d puddled 
up, he twinkled back, “So did I.” 
Unfortunately, there have been 
better performances of Serenade. 
The best of Friday night was the 
women’s corps and anything Tina 
LeBlanc did. Her “Russian girl” was 
airy, light, fast, her feet a blur, her 
arms and back exquisite and her 
filmy tutu floating unlike any of 
the other’s. How does she do that? 

I don’t get Sarah Van Patten 
yet. She’s well-schooled, but too 
stolid in both demeanor and 
physical presence, an all-too-cor- 
poreal Angel. I’m not sure Mr. B. 
would have approved ofiLorena 
Feijoo. Sweaty, her hair was com¬ 
ing loose long before it should, 
and her earthy movements make 
her seem like she’s dropped in 
from another ballet. On the other 
hand, when the Dark Angel 
(Stephen Legate) abandons her, 
it’s a real tragedy. Feijoo is always 
“in the moment,” and nobody 
could possibly find Balanchine 
pale or cold (you still hear those 
comments) when she is dancing. 

Divine ovation 

However tentative some of 
Serenade may have seemed, Apol¬ 
lo not only struck exactly the 
right forceful, exuberant note, 
but was a huge audience hit. I 
haven’t heard an ovation like that 
for a revival in years. For one 
thing, the orchestra, which strug¬ 
gled with Tchaikovsky’s “Sere¬ 
nade,” had no troubles with 
Stravinsky’s score. (Why do I 


think the most rehearsal time 
went to staging and playing Apol¬ 
lo?) For another, SFB did the 
complete work, with the birthing 
prologue that Mr. B., always tin¬ 
kering, cut in 1979. 

The cast was as good as it gets 
these days; no invidious compar¬ 
isons to former greats are needed. 
Gonzalo Garcia was born to play 
Apollo. Not only is he gorgeous as 
the slender, arrogant young god, 
but he’s musical and technically 
secure enough to make Apollo’s 
coltish behavior seem as artistic as 
it is masculine. Van Patten (Cal¬ 
liope) and Vanessa Zahorian 
(Polyhymnia) were delightful as 
the auditioning Muses who don’t 
please the disdainful god. Yuan 
Yuan Tan was even better as Terp¬ 
sichore, the Muse of Dance who 
playfully and then tenderly initi¬ 
ates the young man to adult mat¬ 
ters. Their pas de deux was 
breathtaking; anyone who still 
thinks Balanchine is not sexy 
must have a crude and unsatisfy¬ 
ing love life. 

After the unsettled Serenade 
(part of the problem was Pierre- 
Francois Vilanoba’s unmusical 
waltz; he’s too sluggish for a Bal¬ 


anchine partner, and jerked Feijoo 
around like one of those plastic 
dancers on a cheap music-box) 
and the sublime Apollo, the dense 
Four Temperaments may have 
been too much. It’s hard to con¬ 
centrate after two hours of dance, 
and Hindemith’s score doesn’t 
make it any easier. 

Still, the piece, which SFB has 
been dancing indifferently since 
1974, was solidly staged for this 
occasion by Sandra Jennings and 
Gloria Govrin. Chief among the 
initial theme dancers were Leslie 
Young and Ruben Martin. It’s 
ironic she’s retiring just as she’s 
found a super partner. Nicolas 
Blanc made good on previous 
hints of musical ability in the 
“Melancholic” variation. The 
score is made visible in his feet, 
arms and twisting body. Legate 
partnered ethereal Julie Diana in 
the “Sanguinic” variation, while 
Damian Smith scored in “Phleg¬ 
matic.” Muriel Maffre spun dizzy- 
ingly through the final “Choleric” 
movement. By the end, we were all 
exhausted but satisfied. This big, 
brawny evening of dance obliter¬ 
ated once and for all the dry, chilly, 
lily-white Balanchine image. ▼ 



brought to you by 


AmericanAHnes' I 
§||,Sprint kinkO'S* 


lolden Gate Performing Arts, Inc. 
and La Crema Winery present 


A Celebration of Gospel, Motown and Spirituals 

With Special Guests: Transcendence Gospel Choir, Gwen Avery & Kim Kuzma 


^ f 'A Vd 

Gospel, Motown and spirituals all come together in a joyful celebration of African 
American musical heritage and the reclamation of EVERYONE’S right to sing praise! 
SFGMC will be joined by Transcendence Gospel Choir, the world's first all¬ 
transgender gospel choir. Also appearing will be Gwen "Sugar Mama" Avery 
and renowned Canadian recording artist ICim Kuzma. 


Saturday, April 17th, 2004 8pm 
Sunday, April 18th, 2004 5pm 
Mission High School Auditorium 


Tickets $10.00 - $40.00 
Available at 

SFGMC Box Office, 4053 18th St. 
Call (415) 865-3650 
or visit us at www.sfgmc.org 


Mention this ad and receive $2.00 off 
General Ticket admission or any SFGMC CD! 


WELLS 

FARGO 


Limited tickets may be available for each performance. 

Line begins forming one hour prior to curtain at the Orpheum Theatre. 











































THIS EASTER . . . 

An evening of stories and songs with 

CAROL CHANNINq 


Groups of 15+, call 415.439.2473. For more information about A-C.T.’s productions, 
classes, directions, and parking, visit www.act-sf.org. 


www.act-sf.org 1415.749.2ACT 


APR 11 & 12 ★ 8 PM 

2 PERFORMANCES ONLY! 
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Viva Liberace! 


Visiting the Liberace Museum in Las Vegas 
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“She’s one singular sensation! The audience 
jumped to its feet more than once. We 
were watching a master performer [who] 
still has more to give than most 
performers half her age or younger.” 


The New York Times (November 2003) 


by David Batterson 


he Liberace Museum stands 
proud as a peacock in a non¬ 
descript shopping center on 
Tropicana Avenue in Las Vegas — 
not quite the venue you’d expect. 
But once inside the museum, the 
glitz and glamour never stop. 

You start in Building One, 
which houses pianos and luxury 
cars. Probably the most famous 
piano here is the rhinestone-cov¬ 
ered Baldwin that was used at Lib- 
erace’s last Radio City Music Hall 
performance. 

In the second building, Liber- 
ace’s master-suite furnishings from 
the Cloisters (his former Palm 
Springs home) are displayed. There 
are two beds, chairs, vases, paint¬ 
ings, crystal and a Gloria Vander¬ 
bilt collage. Another room show¬ 
cases awards, trophies, proclama¬ 
tions and Liberace slot machines. 

Building Two also has the in¬ 
credible costumes and jewelry. 
Liberace’s designers included Sy 
Devore, Frank Acuna, Frank 
Ortiz, Michael Travis and Anna 
Nateece. Devore did his tuxedos. 
Acuna, who designed bullfighter 
and swashbuckler costumes for 
movies, designed brocade suits. 
Some of the outfits took as long as 
a month to complete. 

Travis raised the bar, creating 
new levels of flamboyance. After 
working for various stars, he 
worked exclusively for Liberace in 
the ’80s. In a 1987 People maga¬ 
zine article, Travis said, “Liberace 
could perform all year-round and 
not repeat a costume.” 

Nateece smothered Liberace in 
fabulous furs over a period of 14 
years. His faVe was the black dia¬ 
mond mink, with 40,000 hand- 
sewn Austrian rhinestones. Na¬ 
teece has also designed for Frank 
(La Cage) Marino in Las Vegas. 

Is there a standout costume? 
They are all so spectacular that it’s 
hard to pick one. Perhaps it might 
be the pink-feathered costume 
made of turkey feathers, rhine¬ 
stones and butterflies. Liberace 
wore it in 1985 at Radio City, as he 
made his grand entrance from a 
Faberge egg. 

The heaviest of the non-fur 
costumes weighs 204 lbs. It was 
created for Liberace’s appearance 
at the 1984 World’s Fair in New 
Orleans. Mardi Gras drag queens 
must have lined up and saluted! 

Dolly Lehman has been a staff 
tour-guide at the museum for al¬ 
most three years. Lehman said, 
“We have costume designers, pro¬ 
fessional designers that come here 
usually in a group, and they get no 
further than the entrance. They 
look around, and their mouths fall 
open, and the say, ‘Oh, my God.’” 

The tour-guide added, “If they 
are looking for inspiration, it’s a lot 
to match up to. I don’t think they 
make them like this anymore.” 

Button airs 

Lehman discussed a circle of 
diamond buttons in a display 


Inside the doors are a rhinestone-covered piano and some fabulous furs. 


case. “They have diamonds on top 
of diamonds on top of platinum, 
and they spell out L-I-B-E-R-A- 
C-E. They belong on a black tuxe¬ 
do.” Liberace called his jeweler 
one day, Lehman explained, say¬ 
ing, ‘“Make me some very expen¬ 
sive buttons.’ And they did. He put 
them on a black tuxedo, making it 
the most expensive costume in his 
whole collection.” 

She told another story about 
the IRS. “Liberace had a running 
battle with the IRS, to get a tax de¬ 
duction for his costumes. They as¬ 
sumed he could wear his cos¬ 
tumes anywhere, such as shop¬ 
ping or at restaurants. They did¬ 
n’t seem to fully understand. 

“So he wore the purple suit 
[kept in a climate-controlled case] 
that had a purple cape and chin¬ 
chilla fur-trim, and wore that to 
the IRS office, with all the jewelry 
he could get on his hands. And he 
was very polite.” 

Lehman explained how Liber¬ 
ace made his case: “He said, ‘Gen¬ 
tlemen, I don’t think you realize I 
wear costumes. I don’t wear a 
black tuxedo anymore.’ And they 
were just flabbergasted; they 
looked at him, and he said, ‘I’d 
like to take a tax deduction on my 
costumes, if you don’t mind.’” 

She pointed to the black dia¬ 
mond mink, saying it was valued 
at $750,000 in 1975. “Well, imme¬ 
diately they realized their mistake, 
and changed the code for all of us. 
If you wear a costume or uniform, 
it’s tax-deductible.” 

The most valuable piece of 
bling-bling on display? Lehman 
said it’s the ring presented by 
South Africa to commemorate his 
visit. It’s 18k yellow gold encrust¬ 
ed with 62 diamonds. Lehman 


Upcoming events include the Liberace Play-A-Like Piano Competition.'' 


said, “We don’t discuss its value.” 

In 1976, Liberace wrote, “I 
would like to be remembered as a 
kindred and gentle soul, and as 
someone who made the world a 
little better place to live in because 
I lived in it. But I also, hope that 
some of the beautiful things I 
have collected in my homes will 
be preserved.” 

Not only did that happen, but 
proceeds from the museum ben¬ 
efit the Liberace Foundation for 
the Performing and Creative Arts, 
created by Liberace that year. 
More than $4.5 million in schol¬ 
arship grants have been awarded 
since that date. The majority of 
Liberace’s estate went to the foun¬ 
dation, which he considered his 
greatest achievement. 

The museum added a new 
facade a while back, with a wall- 
size picture of Liberace adorning 
the face of Building Two. The mu¬ 
seum has been featured in many 
TV segments and photo shoots, 
including one by Italian Vogue 
magazine. 

An afternoon musical tribute 
show featuring Wes Winters runs 
Tuesday-Thursday and Saturday 
at 1 p.m. It costs $10. Reservations 
are required for that show: (800) 
634-6787 or www.showtickets. 
com. Upcoming events include 
the 12th annual Liberace Play-A- 
Like Piano Competition, and the 
annual Liberace Fan Club reunion 
in May. Liberace would have been 
85 on May 16 this year. 

You can visit the gift shop and 
museum cafe without purchasing 
museum admission. There are 
lots of fun items, including a 
deluxe-edition reprint of Liber¬ 
ace’s fourth book, The Wonderful 
Private World of Liberace. 

The Liberace Museum is locat¬ 
ed at 1775 E. Tropicana Ave.; info 
at (702) 785-5595, www.liber- 
ace.org. A free shuttle picks up 
visitors at major strip hotels, and 
returns them afterwards. Hours: 
Monday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
and Sunday, 1-5 p.m. $8 adults, 
and $5 for seniors and students. 

Don’t miss it on your next trip 
to Las Vegas! And if you get a lit¬ 
tle thirsty after the tour, pop into 
Goodtimes, a gay bar located next 
to the museum. T 
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, CtLtBKAI tD AND CRITICALLY ACCLAIMED CABARET 

THE VAVAVOOM ROOM 

PRESENT 
WHAT IS CONSIDERED WITHOUT QUESTION 

THE GREATEST 
BURLESQUE ON EARTH! 

“NO GUILT, NO MORALSr NO MERCY!” SAYS BUST MAGAZINE 


neGffif 


VAUDEVILLIAN MAYHEM!" SAYS LA WEEKLY, “MARVELOUSLY DECADENT!" SAYS THE VILLAGE VOICE, 
"WEIRDLY DIVERSE!" SAYS PAPER MAGAZINE, "THE BEST Of NEW YORK!" SAYS NEW YORK MAGAZINE 

NEW SHOWS EVERY FRIDAY 
AND SATURDAY NIGHT! 

LIMITED SEATING! CALL ( 415 ) 885-2800 TO GET TICKETS NOW 
OR VISIT VAVAVOOMROOM.COM! ★ A SAN FRANCISCO MUST-SEE! 

AT THE EMPIRE PLUSH ROOM ^ <L ^ er 

940 SUTTER STREET SAN FRANCISCO L U D | D U |\f 
FOR ADULTS ONLY, PLEASE! M, * i XE.,fr 

COPYRIGHT 1997 2004 VAVAVOOM ROW/ PRODUCTIONS UC NEW YORK. NY Alt. RIGHTS RESERVED 


Camel lights 


'The Big Animal/ 'Hukkle' play the Castro 


Irish frisky 

' Intermission' in Dublin 


by David Lamble 


v ' ; he new Irish comedy Inter¬ 
mission begins in a Dublin 

1 version of WalMart, where 
two clerks are stocking the 
shelves. The young woman tells 
her slightly incredulous male co¬ 
worker about a local crime wave. 
“They rape white women there.” 

“Who does?” 

“I dunno. Everyone. Henry 
says some fella he knows was dri¬ 
ving around there with his girl¬ 
friend, and they were stopped by 
the cops. One held the gun on 
him, and the other one raped her. 
And then they switched.” 

“They raped him, too?” 

“No!” 

“Oh, the coppers switched.” 

In the wacky world of Inter¬ 
mission, people who can barely 
imagine sex are suddenly con¬ 
fronted with kinky sex. A young 
man who asks a videoclerk to rec¬ 
ommend straight porn of the 
vanilla variety is told with a sneer 
that maybe he should consider 
trying the homo flavors. Later, the 
same young man hops out of bed 
when he discovers that the older 
woman he picked up boasts a 
right cross that would do Mike 
Tyson proud. 

At some point, virtually every 
relationship depicted in this film 
that features 11 subplots and 54 
speaking parts turns into a fist- 
fight. It’s as if the lovesick couple 


in a Norman Rockwell painting 
suddenly morphed into Marshall 
Mathers and Courtney Love. Nos¬ 
talgia and future shock collide at 
warp speed. 

The title refers to a time out in 
the film’s core relationship be¬ 
tween John (Cillian Murphy) and 
Deirdre (Kelly Macdonald). As 
John sheepishly admits to his 
workmate Oscar (David Wilmot), 
he walked out on Deirdre because 
he couldn’t screw up the courage 
to take their affair to the next step. 

Deirdre’s sister Sally (Shirley 
Henderson) is also blocked. Sexu¬ 
ally humiliated and dumped by a 
young rogue who absconded with 
her life savings, Sally finds herself 
stuck on a busstop bench with her 
widowed mother until the fickle 
finger of fate, a 10-year-old ter¬ 
rorist on a minibike, arrives to 
turn her world upside-down. 

Chaos theory 

Cops are not immune from the 
moral chaos and random violence 
that afflict this suburban outpost 
of the Irish capital. Colm Meany, 
whose shepherd’s pie of a face has 
graced many an Irish film requir¬ 
ing a loquacious rascal, does some 
of his best work as Jerry, a bully¬ 
ing narcotics cop who becomes 
the subject for a pretentious TV 
reporter’s attempt at cinema 
verity. A scene where Jerry is suck¬ 
er-punched by a drug-dealer be¬ 
fore cold-cocking “the lowlife” is a 
shrarp satire on TV’s sometimes 


Sad-eyed dollface of Cillian Murphy 


misguided efforts to get behind 
the news. 

Jerry’s nemesis is Lehiff, a 
mean, petty crook played with an 
insolent, sexy sizzle by Colin Far¬ 
rell, who reverts to an almost in¬ 
comprehensible Irish brogue. Far¬ 
rell is awesome at shedding every 
vestige of leading-man likability 
in a weird blend of nihilism and 
proletarian charm. 

It’s a tribute to director John 
Crowley and writer Mark O’Rowe 
that the film’s odd mix of loopy 
humor and criminal menace 
blends so seamlessly. This is ex¬ 
actly the film that could be shot in 
one of Geary Boulevard’s feisty 
Irish sports bars. The look on Cil¬ 
lian Murphy’s sad-eyed love- 
moon of a face when a boozy old 
broad tries to hit on him in a 
dance hall is worth the price of 
admission. ▼ 


Opens Friday. 


pleasure in keeping an eye on each 
other. At night, Sawicki plays his 
clarinet, and the camel makes a 
sound that, while not singing, 
represents the kind of pure, Zen- 
like contentment once sought by 
disciples of Allen Ginsberg. 

The trouble in this paradise 
comes in the form of the local 
townspeople, who, at first wel¬ 
coming the camel as a distraction 
from their humdrum lives, gradu¬ 
ally come to resent the large beast 
and the confusion he brings. The 
schoolchildren go wild over the 
animal, shouting suggestions for 
his name: Fuzzy, Hunchback, and 
Pampoosh — all of which are re¬ 
jected by Sawicki as beneath the 
dignity of his treasured friend. 

The Big Animal is based on an 
early script by the late director 
Krzysztof Kieslowski which he 
adapted from a novel by Kaz- 
imierz Orlos. It’s the kind of light¬ 
hearted allegory that Eastern Eu¬ 
ropean filmmakers frequently 
employed in the ’60s and 70s to 
speak out against the thuggish ex¬ 
cesses of the idiots who inherited 
Stalin’s empire. 

Sawicki’s colleagues at the 
bank and in the town orchestra 
are peeved when walking the 
camel makes him late for work 
and practice; the local tax-collec¬ 
tor frets over whether the camel 
can be fairly assessed as a small 
horse; a freelance photographer 
keeps borrowing the beast as a 
prop to amuse kids at the town 
fair. Ultimately, the town’s big hit¬ 
ters resent that Sawicki has a pri¬ 
vate attraction. One of the saddest 
scenes is the sight of Sawicki 
slinking away from a town meet¬ 
ing after refusing to honor the 


Camel (Rubio), Marysia (Anna Dymna), Zygmunt Sawicki (Jerzy Stuhr) 


by David Lamble 


' he sight of a grown man 
walking through the snow 
with his best friend is, for 
me, the first moment of pure joy 
to come to the big screen in this 
still-young film year. In The Big 
Animal, Zygmunt Sawicki 
(actor/director Jerzy Stuhr) is a 
bank clerk in a small Polish town. 
Sawicki’s friend is a rather large 
camel, played by a circus animal 


named Rubio. The camel arrives 
unexpectedly on the doorstep of 
Sawicki and his wife, Marysia 
(Anna Dymna), and immediately 
becomes a part of their family. 

The film would be an un¬ 
abashed delight if it merely docu¬ 
mented the pure bliss the camel 
brings the childless couple. Meal¬ 
times take on a festive air with the 
camel’s head filling the small win¬ 
dow outside the Sawicki’s kitchen 
table. When Sawicki is away at 
work, the camel and Marysia take 


mayor’s request to conscript his 
camel in a mini-zoo. 

As Sawicki, Stuhr revives the 
kind of humanist comedy that has 
languished on the endangered- 
cinema list since the retirement of 
Charlie Chaplin. Stuhr is a Chap¬ 
lin trapped in the oversized figure 
of a Peter Ustinov. While Chaplin 
would tweak the nose of a boor¬ 
ish boss or brutal cop and then 
run away, Stuhr recognizes that a 
big man can’t run very fast when 
he’s holding a camel’s harness. Ul¬ 
timately, he achieves Chaplin’s 
unique brand of poignancy with 
an ending that climaxes with the 
metaphorical reunion of man, 
woman and camel in a Warsaw 
zoo. 

Sound scape 

On the same bill at the Castro 
Theatre (March 26-April 1), 
Hukkle (Hungarian for hiccups) is 
a visual but especially an aural 
treat. The film begins as a barn¬ 
yard Koyaanisqatsi, with an old 
man’s hiccups accompanying the 
slithering grace of a giant snake. 
Director Gyorgy Palfi displays a 
David Lynch-like obsession for 
natural sounds. Those sounds 


Hukkle is a visual, aural treat. 


allow us to feel the texture of life 
in an agricultural society. Palfi’s 
ear is for the sounds of work, the 
small daily tasks and products 
that sustain life. Real faces that 
defy makeovers are an added 
treat. You may ponder for almost 
all its 75-minute running time the 
nature of the film you’re watch¬ 
ing, but your ruminations will be 
largely unencumbered by subti¬ 
tles, since Palfi presents spoken 
Hungarian as just another sound 
in his world. A pure but unsenti¬ 
mental slice of life in the raw. ▼ 


IG-gear-dd Tractj Tumblad 
has a dream as big as her hair. 

Can she get the guy and 
sbH have time to change the world? 
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Geography lessons 


School's out with 'Geography Club' author Brent Hartinger 


by Gregg Shapiro 


, rent Hartinger is an impor¬ 
tant new voice in the realm 
of LGBT Young Adult litera¬ 
ture. His debut novel Geography 
Club (Harper Tempest), about a 
group of students who secretly 
form a Gay/Straight Alliance club 
in a high school, has been nomi¬ 
nated for a Lambda Literary 
Award. His second young adult 
novel, The Last Chance Texaco 
(Harper Tempest), set in a group 
home, doesn’t have any gay char¬ 
acters, but it is about the outsider 
experience. 

Geography Club was named as 
one of Book List’s Top 10 first 
young-adult novels, and a Book 
Sense 76 summer pick, which 
meant it was featured in all the in¬ 
dependent bookstores, the first 
time they’d featured a gay chil¬ 
dren’s book. 

Brent Hartinger: Julie Ann Pe¬ 
ters [Keeping You a Secret] and I 
were both featured this summer. 
An interesting thing about the 
Lammy category [for both 
Hartinger and Peters] Chil- 
dren/YA [Young Adult]: You’ll no¬ 
tice there are no children’s books, 
they’re all YA. That’s because it 
was such a strong year for lesbian 
and gay young-adult books. I re¬ 
ally think that speaks to there 
being something in the air. David 
[Levithan], Alex [Sanchez] and 
Julie, all of our books have done 
better than was expected. In Alex’s 
and my case, they were extremely 
hard to get published because 
people said there was no market 
for a book about gay teenagers. 

Gregg Shapiro: Annie on my 
Mind author Nancy Garden, who 
may be the best-known young- 
adult novelist writing on LGBT 
themes, has just published a 
brand-new children's book. There 
are other young-adult novelists, 
such as Jackie Woodson [Autobi¬ 
ography of a Family Photo ] and 
Francesca Lia Block [Weetzie 
Bat], who have also been paving 
*the way. 

Simon & Schuster pushed 
[Sanchez’s] Rainbow Boys, and it 
was very well-received and got a 
lot of media attention. This all 
happened just as I sold my book, 
so I was pulling my hair and be¬ 
coming frustrated. But Alex is a 
great guy, and I like the book a lot. 

I was a little annoyed that my 
book was not the first, but if it had 
to be anybody, I’m glad it was 
Alex. He just legitimized the 
whole industry. 

I hope that there aren’t a 
bunch of horrible rip-off books 
[coming], but if there are, “imita¬ 
tion is the sincerest form of flat¬ 
tery.” I think there are still plenty 
of gay teen stories yet to tell. I just 
hope that publishers don’t rush 
out a bunch of books that are 
lower quality because they think 
they can sell them. We’ve got a 
good little thing going here, and I 
don’t want it to be diluted with a 
bunch of crap! 

I understand there's at least one 
Geography Club sequel, The Order 
of the Poison Oak, to come. 

I turned in the sequel this fall, 
and both my editor and the pub¬ 
lisher are very pleased with it — 
in fact, so pleased that they want 
to do a third book. We’re talking a 
publication date of 2007. When I 
sat down to write the sequel, I’d 
forgotten how much I liked the 
characters, so I’m more than 


uation it was. There was so much 
going on. I was fascinated by the 
reasons why this eccentric group 
of counselors ended up choosing 
to work in foster care. Then, the 
children had really interesting, 
sometimes disturbing stories as to 
how they ended up there. That’s 
the writer’s job: to look around, 
experience interesting things, then 
transform them into an entertain¬ 
ing, hopefully thought-provoking 
project of some sort. T 


Hartinger: 'I think there are still plenty of gay teen stories yet to tell.' 


happy to do that. 

How much of you can be found in 
your character Russel Middle- 
brook? 

Quite a bit. I say on my web¬ 
site, “He acts like me, thinks like 
me, and looks like me. Or at least 
the way I looked in high school.” I 
like him a lot, but he’s not me ex¬ 
actly. There’s always a bit of dis¬ 
tance between you and your char¬ 
acter. That said, it’s a pretty auto¬ 
biographical character. Had the 
reviews said, “I like the book, but 
the main character is such a jerk!” 
it would have been hard not to 
take, personally. Fortunately, peo¬ 
ple responded quite favorably to 
him. 

I didn’t get invited to any 
schools with Geography Club. The 
Last Chance Texaco has been out 
for a week, and I’ve been invited 
to six schools. I think that speaks 
to the fact that nobody wants to 
touch the gay thing. I understand 
that. I don’t want to get any teach¬ 
ers in trouble. I spoke to a lot of 
gay youth groups, some civic 
groups and at PFLAG meetings. 
I’ve spoken at several conferences, 
and I have five more conferences 
booked this year. I’m not an ex¬ 
trovert, and I have been pleasant¬ 
ly surprised by how wonderful 
and receptive the audiences have 
been. Of course, the people who 
come are those who have re¬ 
sponded to it in some way. That 
and the e-mail have been the best 
parts of the whole publishing ex¬ 
perience. I’ve also met with a few 
teenage book clubs, and I’ve real¬ 
ly enjoyed the conversation be¬ 
cause they can speak directly to 
what’s going on in high schools 
today. 

Russel, Min, Kevin and the other 
Geography Club characters come 
to life in the stage adaptation of 
the book. 

We were approached right 
after the book came out by the 
agent who represented a book 
called Holes, which was turned 
into a stage play and later into a 
movie. So I adapted Geography 
Club into a play, and was pleas¬ 
antly surprised at how easy it was 
to adapt. I think it’s because in the 
young-adult genre, the books are 
shorter, they’re more spare. Typi¬ 
cally, I write from a three-act 
structure anyway. It’s been won¬ 
derful to see the characters come 
to life in the form of actors, who 
bring a new dimension. 

The Last Chance Texaco is set in 


the realm of group homes. 

It just makes a good story. A 
story is the struggle of a character 
against overwhelming odds, and I 
don’t think you can have a situa¬ 
tion more overwhelming than 
foster care or living in a group. On 
a basic story level, it works. On the 
level of societal misunderstand¬ 
ing, I think there’s a place for this 
book, too. The story hasn’t been 
told a lot. 

When I walked into a group 
home for my first day of work 
over 10 years ago, it immediately 
struck me what an interesting sit- 
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SF's Only Nighttime and Daytime J/O Club 
Club open daily 10 a.m. - midnight 
JIO Warehouse open daily 12 noon until closing 
Mandatory clothes check Tue & Fri ewe • Optional Sat & Sun 

Circle 4 Club 

369 Ellis St, (between Jones & Taylor) 

San Francisco 415.474.6995 
Metro & BART - Powell Street Station 
Admission $10 





FREE INTERNET UKINOE 

wtiy go out of your way to Pay 

****A********************** 

MONDAY - NAKED NIGHT 


IDEM-CHEAP MEAT 

entry fee all night 

WEDNESDAY-BULGE 

Umkwear Party! 

THURSDAY • JUVENILE HALL 

IMS Yeon old FREE incarceration 


SATURDAY-noon to 6PM 


SUNDAY-BEAK NIGHT 

Cum feed the Bern 


Tea & Catalyst 

Rehab Rx:'pills , thrills , chills , & heartache' 



by Mark Mardon 


very so often a generational 
|p tide turns and nearly sweeps 
* ~ ' you off your feet. It’s hap¬ 
pening now in a big way all across 
San Francisco’s literary landscape. 
Be alert, because some of the 
strongest rip tides are occurring 
in the heart of the queer commu¬ 
nity. 

A big trophy in hosting queer- 
lit readings should go to Michelle 
Tea. ( Valencia; The Chelsea Whis¬ 
tle) and her LA-based club-scene 
partner in hipness, Clint Catalyst. 
In early March, they put on a 
memorable literary soiree in the 
jam-packed basement of City 
Lights Bookstore in North Beach. 
There, editors Tea and Catalyst 
presided over the public birthing 
of their new anthology, pills, 
thrills, chills, and heartache: ad¬ 
ventures in the first person (Alyson 
Books), a hefty 366 pages packed 
with tales of personal confession 
that aptly characterize the queer 
generation’s urban Zeitgeist: it’s 
hangover city! 



pills, thrills, chills, and heartache 




Tea and Catalyst invited sever¬ 
al contributors to read, and so 
many readers and writers packed 
the room that the absence of elder 
statespersons Dennis Cooper, 
Kevin Killian and Dodie Bellamy 
(all of whom contributed pieces) 
hardly dimmed the proceedings. 
The young set was amply repre¬ 
sented, minus shy J.T. LeRoy of 
the novel Sarah fame, who was 
present in spirit as author of 
“When to Be a Girl,” the volume’s 
powerful closing piece. Reading in 
the flesh were Tara Jepsen, Thea 
Hillman, Trebor Healey, Hore- 
hound Stillpoint, Alvin Orloff, Ali 
Liebegott, Jan Richman, Shawna 
Kenney, Ricky Lee, Jackie Strano, 
Don Baird and Eileen Myles. Cat¬ 
alyst and Tea joined in with their 
own words. Allen Ginsberg would 
have been proud. 

“Everyone knows that apathy 
and bitterness are givens in sub¬ 
urban monotony,” writes Sara 
Seinberg in “Twelve (Other) Easy 
Steps to God.” “What is there to 
rebel against?” 

For most of the readers, that 
seemed to be the question of the 
night. How about booze and 
drugs? Does that work for you? 

“My meth addiction had 
reached new, sundry, and secretive 
lows,” writes Clint Catalyst in 
“Friend or Faux: An Excerpt from 
Turnskin” “The collective disgust of 
my associates only fueled my de¬ 
spair, hence my intake. Filip hated 
me on it because I was acerbic, im¬ 
patient. Shawna and Z hated me on 
it because I was irrational, egotisti¬ 
cal. Irresponsible — no longer to 
be depended upon at the club, re¬ 
gardless how small the task.” 

A naked urban booziness 


crops up in Michelle Tea’s work. 
In “Paris: A Lie,” she writes, “Often 
I have watched dear friends 
plunge into extreme boozy slop¬ 
piness, losing all sense of space, 
lurching with slack faces and wet 
mouths, puking, falling, falling 
into their puke. Often I have 
watched this and sent a tiny 
prayer of thanks to Bacchus or 
Dionysus — whatever big holy 
goat-guy ruled the world of the 


drunken. I would pray, thank You 
Stinky Hairy Holy Horned Wino, 
for making me simply sleepy, too 
sleepy to heave the sloshing cup of 
suds to my mouth one more time.” 

Dirty laundry 

This confession-as-therapy 
writing method pops up as well in 
Daniel Cartier’s piece, “Every 
Time I See Me Falling,” hitting 
close to home for gay men 
trapped in relationships with ob¬ 
sessive/compulsive types: “My 
most vivid memory of him is the 
day he checked all of our dirty 
towels for semen stains. He ar¬ 
rived home convinced that while 
he was away I had masturbated, 
and the thought of me doing this 
had driven him into a jealous 
frenzy. He wanted some answers, 
he said. He wanted to know who 
the fuck I thought about when I 
shot my load all over the place! 

“I had no answer. I just stood 
there, mute, not knowing what to 
say.” 

Not all in the book is rebellion 
or rehab writing, especially when 
it comes to playful young poet- 
chaser Mark Ewert, co-creator of 
the astrojogically correct cartoon 
Piki & Poko. In the piece “Danc¬ 


ing for the Beats,” Ewert comes 
clean about being a literary 
whore, and obviously he’s an ex¬ 
pert at the trade. Not only did 
Ewert meet the late, great Gins¬ 
berg, he seduced him with the 
line: “Hello Mr. Ginsberg, my 
name is Mark Ewert, and I’d like 
to make you a breakfast, lunch, or 
dinner sometime.” From there it 
was on to doing private naked 
Butoh dances for poet daddy and 


friends. 

Another of my favorite writers 
is a bit on the older side, but she’s 
deep in the culture of transgres¬ 
sion and rebellion, and it shows. 
“Karaoke King” is rocker Jackie 
Strano’s gritty tale of biker-chick 
passion: “She was fine! She walked 
right up to me and stuck out her 
hand and introduced herself. I 
kissed her hand and said some¬ 
thing about getting dinner or 
something. We made it as far as 
my car. We fucked furiously for an 
hour. I had to get back upstairs 
and she had to get back home to 
her old man, some biker dude 
who supposedly had done time in 
Soledad Prison.” If there’s a 
tougher dyke out there than Stra¬ 
no, well, watch out you don’t cross 
her path. 

And then there are surprises 
that slap you in the face: 

“I’ve wanted to fuck someone 
with Tourette’s Syndrome ever 
since I can remember,” writes Jan 
Richman in “Your Mouth Is 
Open.” When she read this part at 
the City Lights reading, the head 
jerk she used was priceless. You 
knew she wasn’t kidding, and sud¬ 
denly a whole new world of sexu¬ 
al possibility unfolded. ▼ 


These tales of personal 
confession aptly characterize the 
queer generation's urban Zeitgeist. 
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Call him crazy 


by Robert Julian 


Van Allen's Ecstasy by Jim 
Tushinski (Harrington Park 
Press, $16.95) 

M ichael Van Allen is one of 
three children born to a 
talented artist and a con¬ 
cert pianist. His brother Karl is a 
handsome, talented, sensitive het¬ 
erosexual, and his sister Sara is a 
celebrated writer. Twenty-nine- 
year-old Michael clerks in a law 
office and shares an apartment 
with his lover Paul. Michael frets, 
obsesses, and has a nervous break¬ 
down at one of his father’s con¬ 
certs. In the gay vernacular, one 
might say that Michael is not a 
well woman. 

In the novel Van Allens Ecstasy, 
author Jim Tushinski elects to tell 
Michael’s story in reverse chrono¬ 
logical order, in the same style 
employed by Christopher Nolan 
for his screenplay Memento. At the 
beginning of the novel, Michael is 
discharged from a mental institu¬ 
tion into residential care at his 


parents’ home. Tushinski, em¬ 
ploying a first-person narrative, 
describes the world through 
Michael’s eyes as he rediscovers 
his life, one day — one person — 
at a time. He must reassemble 
events leading up to his mental 
breakdown in bits and pieces with 
help from his family and his psy¬ 
chiatrist. 

But this ambitious approach 
unfortunately falls flat; Tushin- 
ski’s prose plods along with an 
obsessive self-consciousness. In 
Van Allens Ecstasy, the author 
seems unable to see past the trees 
to give the reader an engaging 
overview of the forest. Michael’s 
mental gymnastics do not illumi¬ 
nate his character or the charac¬ 
ter of his family members. His 
parents and siblings are broadly 
drawn stereotypes, and his lover, 
Paul, remains an enigma. Tushin¬ 
ski may be hamstrung by his 
choice to hand over first-person 
narration to a character who has 
little insight into himself, his 
condition, or the circumstances 
that caused his psychotic 
episode. Michael has lots of feel- 
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Dynamic duo 

Cellist & pianist collaborate on debut CD 


by Michael McDonagh 


ings and attitude, but he displays 
little in the way of understand¬ 
ing. 

Michael Van Allen’s mental 
breakdown is full of self-impor¬ 
tant angst and anger, but his char r 
acter, like most characters in this 
novel, simply isn’t very likable. 
Van Allens Ecstasy, despite its 
flights of fancy and detailed inte¬ 
rior monologue, becomes a te¬ 
dious, almost unreadable work. T 
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hey say that God works in 
mysterious ways. That cer¬ 
tainly seemed to be so when 
I zipped out of a Brooklyn subway 
station on a September evening in 
2002, and saw a young musician 
carrying a white case. Was there a 
cello inside? 

“Excuse me, but are you a cel¬ 
list, and are you playing in Eos in 
Glass’ Galileo Galilei at BAM [the 
Brooklyn Academy of Music], 
which I heard the other night?” 

He looked sideways and said 
yes. 

“Here’s my card,” I offered, and 
the cellist, Adam Grabois, pro¬ 
duced his. He said, “I’m working 
on a new CD of cello and piano 
duets, and I’ll send you a copy 
when it comes out.” Then off he 
went to BAM’s Opera House. The 
CD, in due course, arrived. Was it 
worth the wait? Yes. 

Classical music is just as endan¬ 
gered as everything else these days, 
and if it’s going to survive, you’d 
better do music that hasn’t been 
played to death. Grabois and his 
pianist on this date, John Nauman, 
have picked three works by three 
great composers: Debussy, Rach¬ 
maninov and Beethoven. Though 
these aren’t the bread-and-butter 
pieces you’d expect, they aren’t es¬ 
oteric, either. The cellist even 
founded his own label, Reflex Edi¬ 
tions, to launch this, his first CD. 

Nauman and Grabois’ creden¬ 
tials are top-drawer. The ptanist 
held a Van Cliburn Scholarship at 
New York’s Juilliard School, and 
studied piano with the revered 
Adele Marcus. Nauman’s won 
many honors, and recently played 
a solo recital at New York’s Metro¬ 
politan Museum of Art for Ger¬ 
man Chancellor Helmut Kohl. 
Grabois studied with David Finck- 
el of the Emerson String Quartet, 
who became his mentor. Current¬ 
ly he plays with the New York 
Chamber Soloists and Solisti New 
York. Something very important 
happened when he was 11: he went 
to Paris to study at the Lycee Henri 


John Nauman, pianist, and Adam Grabois, cellist, play with passion. 


IV for a year. Guess what? He 
caught the French bug, and, thank¬ 
fully, he’s never been cured of it. 

That kind of insider knowl¬ 
edge certainly helps when you’re 
playing something as quintessen- 
tially French as Debussy’s Sonata 
for Cello and Piano in D (1915), 
the first of three pieces he com¬ 
posed pour divers instrumentsbe- 
fore his death from cancer in 
1918. The piece requires a height¬ 
ened sensibility as well as an enor¬ 
mous facility with rhythm, phras¬ 
ing, articulation and timbre, and 
Grabois is well-nigh miraculous 
in all departments. Nauman’s 
playing is equally responsive and 
subtle. The great Italian poet Eu¬ 
genio Montale’s description of 
poetry as “that which contrives to 
elude the poet” could certainly be 
applied to this mercurial piece. 

Immaculate conception 

Rachmaninov’s Cello Sonata 
in G couldn’t be more different. 
It’s grand in every way. But you’d 
expect that from an artist as ex¬ 
pansive as this composer, who was 
also a great pianist. Grabois and 
Nauman’s playing is appropriate¬ 
ly big-boned, highly expressive 
and beautifully balanced. Nau¬ 
man’s octaves have enormous 


drive, his passagework immacu¬ 
late. Grabois’ part is in a way more 
modest, but just as imposing, es¬ 
pecially in the bring-down-the- 
house Allegro Scherzando and 
Andante, which the cellist projects 
with passion and verve. 

Beethoven’s 1801 Seven Varia¬ 
tions on ‘Bei Mannern, welche 
Liebe fuhlen from Mozart’s opera 
Die Zauberflote is the closest thing 
to standard rep here. The duet 
Beethoven sets is taken from the 
end of Act I Scene 2 of the opera, 
where Pamina and Papageno 
praise marriage as serving God’s 
divinity. Mozart’s opera was one 
of the finest fruits of the Enlight¬ 
enment, and could also be seen as 
a statement of his personal en¬ 
lightenment. Its subject is nobili¬ 
ty of spirit, which is something we 
could all use a little of today. 
Grabois and Nauman’s style here 
is faultless: utterly pellucid and 
unerringly shaped. Their partner¬ 
ing here and throughout is non 
pareil. We’re obviously in the 
presence of two strong personali¬ 
ties who get along and are mutu¬ 
ally supportive at every turn. Isn’t 
that what life is all about? T 
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Shock and awe, one year later 


by Victoria A. Brownworth 

^|P he first anniversary of the 
|| US war on Iraq came at 
IS week’s end with appropri¬ 
ately subdued TV coverage. There 
was the mid-day self-congratula¬ 
tory speech by President Bush — 
networks pre-empted soaps, but 
not March Madness basketball. 
He declared with the same facili¬ 
ty and smirk he used 10 months 
ago to insist the war was over (tell 
that to the 430 American men 
and women killed since, and the 
2,600 wounded) that the US in¬ 
vasion of Iraq has been the “most 
successful” war in US history. 
Since most historians would 
agree that war and success are 
mutually exclusive terms, Bush’s 
speech could best be described as 
TV photo op meets performance 
piece. The Bush Administration’s 
embedded arrogance precludes 
their comprehending that merely 
stating something doesn’t make it 
true. 

The President made another 
televised stop: to Walter Reed 
Hospital, to see some wounded 
veterans. After that visit (his first 
— Bush is the first president in 
US history to eschew both greet¬ 
ing the returning dead and their 
families and visiting the wound¬ 
ed), Bush told TV reporters that 
it was an uplifting experience, not 
usually what people say after vis¬ 
iting amputees and burn victims 
in their 20s. 

The network anchors were all 
in Iraq reporting on the differ¬ 
ences one year later. ABC gave the 
most representative and cynical 
reportage. Peter Jennings was 
outside the Hotel Lebanon when 
it was bombed, and for only the 
second time in his career (the first 
being 9/11), he was visibly moved 
by the carnage and mayhem, 
which may have explained some 
of his later reportage. ABC was 


the only network to report on the 
protest by Arab journalists during 
Secretary of State Colin Powell’s 
surprise visit to Baghdad March 
19. The journalists were protest¬ 
ing the killing of two Arab re¬ 
porters the previous day, by US 
troops. Powell refused comment 
on the deaths. 

ABC had the best coverage 
overall because it was the most 
seemingly objective, noting the 
continued upheaval in Iraq, the 
daily killings of both Iraqis and 
coalition forces, the huge number 
of Iraqis who have been killed 
and wounded, and Pentagon 
sources repeatedly saying that 
they “don’t keep track of civilian 
deaths or injuries.” ABC also fo¬ 
cused much of its attention on 
the evening news all week, as well 
. as on Nightline, on dead and 
wounded Americans. The March 
19 episode of Nightline featured 
Ward 57 at Walter Reed Hospital, 
where Vietnam - War amputees 
counsel Iraq War amputees. The 
heartbreaking stories were not, as 
Bush claimed, uplifting. Rather, 
they were shocking and outrag¬ 
ing. 

ABC also presented, on its 
late-night World News Now, 
Spanish TV news of the terrorist 
bombings in Madrid last week. 
Spaniards immediately took to 
the streets in protest. Then they 
voted out the Iraq-War-support- 
ing administration. The first de¬ 
cision by the new Socialist gov¬ 
ernment: Pull out of Iraq. The 
bombings in Madrid brought 
four million people into the 
streets the next day. How many 
19-year-old amputees will it take 
for Americans to do the same? 

Mystery dates 

Is it any wonder that we fled to 
more mindless TV, like Fox’s 
omigod new reality series, Playing 
It Straight? OK, new guilty plea¬ 
sure. The premise is Bachelorette 
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with a twist: some of the guys are 
gay. It’s so disgusting we love it. 
Last week’s show had one contes¬ 
tant practically pissing himself 
when he found out another, Ed, 
was gay. His queeny run through 
the house yelling Ed was gay was 
a nelly moment, for sure. This 
must be what the girls are watch¬ 
ing now that Sex in the City is 
over. 

Speaking of sex in the 
city, we were totally mes¬ 
merized by Courtney 
Love on David Let- 
terman last week. 

She, too, is a guilty 
pleasure, between her 
micro miniskirts and 
her microphone fel¬ 
latio, and we 
liked her show¬ 
ing her breasts _ 

repeatedly to 

flaunt the FCC rulings. Her new 
album is fantastic, and her musi¬ 
cal number on Letterman was su- 
persexy. But can she remember 
she has a kid and might want to 
take it down a notch since she’s 
already on probation? 

Tabloid TV shows are still 
feeding off the aftermath (she 
tossed a microphone stand at a 
fan at a gig after the Letterman 
show and was arrested, again). 
Extra now has a little cuckoo- 
clock with Love’s face on it that 
runs on the screen when it does 
stories on her, which we find a bit 
offensive. The good news about 
the Love story: it bumped Whitr 
ney Houston’s rehab and hubby 
Bobby Brown’s incarceration out 
of the tabloids for a few minutes. 
Speaking of people who forget 
they have children. And queers 
can’t because —? 

One of last week’s best TV sto¬ 
ries: Barbara Walters’ fabulous in¬ 
terview with Kelli Carpenter 
(Mrs. Rosie O’Donnell). The de¬ 
lightful Mrs. O’Donnell (we must 
say for the record that we don’t 
approve of femme lesbians taking 
their butch wives’ last names any 
more than we approve of straight 
. women taking their husbands’) 
told the tale of her Louisiana up¬ 
bringing in a born-again Christ¬ 
ian home, her coming-out party 
(as a debutante), the intervention 
her family did to try to get her to 
go straight, their final acceptance 
of her relationship with Rosie, 
and the marriage in SF. It might 
have been the most wonderful ex¬ 
ample of true family values we’ve 
ever witnessed on TV. Not only is 
Carpenter adorable, she’s truly 
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nice and committed to Rosie and 
their four children. Unpreten¬ 
tious, open about her life without 
being nauseatingly confessional, 
and totally committed to queer 
civil rights, Kelli is the dream 
dyke. 

Another uplifting queer TV 
moment was last Thursday night’s 
appearance on Conan O’Brien of 
Jason West, the 26-year-old mayor 
of New Paltz, New York who was 
arrested two weeks ago 
for performing queer 
marriages in that 
town of 30,000. West 
isn’t queer, though 
he’s cute, if sartorially 
impaired, and told a 
story about how one 
gay male cou¬ 
ple he married 

_ insisted he get 

a new suit be¬ 
fore he went on TV. He explained 
why it was important to give 
queers the same options as 
straights, and noted that since he 
was arrested (he said the sentence 
was up to 20 years, but felt certain 
he wouldn’t get that), churches 
and synagogues in New Paltz have 
continued to marry queers. Hun¬ 
dreds of supporters, queer and 
straight, turned out for his ar¬ 
raignment. Can we clone him? 

Someone else we would like to 
clone is Eden Riegel, who has 
spent several years now creating 
the best lesbian character on TV 
and the only queer character on 
daytime. This week, she got the 
industry accolade she deserves 
when she was nominated for an 
Emmy Award for her nuanced 
and deeply moving portrayal of 
Bianca Montgomery on All My 
Children. 

Now Bianca is up against an¬ 
other threat: someone wants to 
steal her baby. As if the girl hasn’t 


gone through enough in the last 
year. Soap Opera Digest gave her 
story and portrayal their Editor’s 
Choice Award in the March 29 
issue. Bianca and Lena were 
caught in a clinch last week by 
Maggie, who is clearly in love 
with Bianca herself, as she inti¬ 
mated to Jamie, her fuckbuddy. 
But what will happen to B&L’s re¬ 
lationship now that Olga So- 
bosnovska (Lena) is leaving the 
show for BBC’s Ml? AMC won’t 
comment on whether the show 
will recast Lena or write out her 
character. The chemistry between 
Lena and Bianca has been great. 
We hope the show will recast and 
continue the triangle they have 
set up between Bianca, Lena and 
Maggie. 

Speaking of lesbian love trian¬ 
gles, if you haven’t seen Show¬ 
time’s The L Word, why not? It’s 
true, all the women are slender, 
and most are excessively pretty. 
But the show is smart, well-writ- 
ten, well-acted and looks (de- 
pressingly) realistic to us, with its 
nonstop dyke drama and emo¬ 
tionally unavailable women. Plus, 
any show that has Pam Grier and 
Ozzie Davis as the parents of Jen¬ 
nifer Beals is worth watching. Yet 
another reason to spring for 
cable. 

If you don’t have cable, you 
still have three more weeks of the 
four-part series The D.A., starring 
Steven Webber ( Wings), J.K. Sim¬ 
mons and a few other notables: 
fast-paced, superbly acted and 
with a bang-up story. Tomorrow 
night’s episode is queer-themed. 
VCR alert: Friday nights on ABC. 

Fifially, after this week’s events 
and those of the last four years, 
we are really looking forward to a 
new reality TV series come No¬ 
vember, Extreme Makeover: White 
House Edition. Stay tuned. ▼ 


Killing queers 


by Robert Julian 


Hate Crime by William Bern¬ 
hardt; Ballantyne, $25.95 

uthor William Bernhardt is 
a former trial attorney who 
l lives in Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
with his wife and three children. 
If I haven’t already lost you, I 
would like to add that Bernhardt 
writes genre crime novels featur¬ 
ing a crusading defense attorney, 
Ben Kincaid, who also happens to 
live and work in Tulsa. Bern¬ 
hardt’s latest opus is Hate Crime. 
It begins with a one-chapter Tulsa 
kidnapping before it abruptly 
segues to the grisly beating death 
of a gay bartender in Chicago. 
These seemingly unrelated events 
are eventually tied together in the 
end. 

Bernhardt’s soon-dead protag¬ 
onist, Tony Barovick, is explained 
posthumously through his jour¬ 
nals, which appear, verbatim, at 
sporadic intervals throughout the 
book. This literary device seems 
like the author’s attempt to shape 
an out-of-control narrative into 
something that vaguely resembles 
a coherent plot. Bernhardt is fond 
of subplots and supporting char¬ 
acters, but he is better at tying to¬ 
gether the former than he is at il¬ 
luminating the latter. Hate Crime 
is certainly convoluted, but it is 
not particularly compelling. 

The dead bartender was a swell 
guy; cops and attorney are all po¬ 
litically correct; and the murderer 



gets caught in the end. A couple of 
heterosexual romances are also 
thrown in, just to stir up the mix. 
All this hail-fellow-well-met ex¬ 
position is built upon the brutal 
slaughter of a gay man, described 
in great detail. Tony is pummeled 
mercilessly by two fag-bashers, 
jolted repeatedly with a stun gun, 
kicked in the head, and finally 
strangled to death. Just before he 
is strangled, both of his legs are 
broken, slowly, one at a time. No 
amount of political correctness 
can offset the feeling of revulsion 
I get from the thought of a genre 
novelist using this sort of event as 
the hook for his latest Law & 
Order/C.S.I./S.V.U. knockoff. 

Author Bernhardt would 
probably like to be working at the 
same level as John Grisham. But 
he is not. Caveat emptor. T 
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Love, friendship, remembrance 

'Peyton Place/ out on DVD / puts time in a bottle 


by Matthew Kennedy 


e all know that Peyton 
Place is a fictional New 
Hampshire town where 
all sorts of sins are committed be¬ 
hind whitewashed picket fences. 
We might know that it began as a 
hugely popular smutty novel by 
hard-drinking Grace Metalious, 
who grew up in New England 
under the cloud of overextended 
Puritanism. Today, Peyton Place 
hardly scandalizes, but its sociolo¬ 
gy is breathtaking. 

Peyton Place the book was san¬ 
itized for the big screen and re¬ 
leased in 1957 in velvety rich 
DeLuxe Color and widescreen 
CinemaScope. Like its contempo¬ 
raries Picnic and Rebel Without a 
Cause, it occupies itself with the 
growing chasm between parents 
and children. It was also made at a 
time when Hollywood was consti¬ 


Spalding Gray 

M Arts cover 

director/‘devil in my ear’) Ivan, 
who said, ‘Spalding, don’t let her 
get the upper-hand, man. I mean, 
after all, how many straight, sin¬ 
gle men your age are there left in 
New York City anyway?”’ 

The Killing Fields was shot in 
Thailand, and, like many mem¬ 
bers of the cast and crew, Gray 
sought his “perfect moment” in 
the company of female Thai 
prostitutes. But unlike many 
straight Western sex tourists, he 
didn’t feel the need to bash the 
Thais for giving him a guilt-free 
good time. 

“Some say that the Thais are 
the nicest people that money can 
buy, because they like to have fun. 
They know how to have fun, and, 
perhaps due to their very permis¬ 
sive strain of Buddhism, they 
don’t have to suffer for it after 
they have it.” 

Frank talk 

My friend Dan Turner experi¬ 
enced another side of Spalding 
Gray, who frequently hosted 
workshops in which he taught the 
art of self-revelation. Turner was 
an accomplished theatrical com¬ 
poser, co-author of three musicals 
with writer Dan Curzon, who had 
struck up professional relation¬ 
ships with the likes of Tennessee 
Williams and Stephen Sondheim. 
Turner was also, on May 20,1989, 
a longterm AIDS survivor with 
only a year to live. 

After telling the story of his 7- 
year battle to stay alive, Turner 
asked Gray, “How is it that you’re 
a straight man and yet you’re sen¬ 
sitive?” 

This is how Gray responded to 
Turner and a large audience 
whose members ricocheted be¬ 
tween moments of rapt attention, 
and bursts of nervous laughter. 

“I would say that I’m bisexual, 
but I didn’t practice it. I think all 
so-called straight men are, every¬ 
one has a degree of bisexuality 
going, and I’m very aware certain¬ 
ly of the feminine aspect of my¬ 
self, and it’s not threatening to 
me.” 

He then launched into a story 
about an invitation to a basketball 
playoff game [NY Knicks vs. 
Chicago Bulls] by the then-direc¬ 
tor of Lincoln Center. “Greg isn’t 
the most butch guy going. Al¬ 
though I don’t know what his sex 
life is like, I would say he is rather 


tutionally unable to cast teenagers 
as teenagers. The local high school 
is filled with oversized 20some- 
things playing at adolescence, but 
Peyton Place is a town filled with 
instantly recognizable, sympa¬ 
thetic characters worthy of 156 
minutes of our time. 

We’re given an emotionally 
sumptuous affair, involving from 
the credits as weepy strings play 
over aerial shots of picture post¬ 
card New England. Leading the 
story is flouncy Lana Turner as 
Constance MacKenzie, an arcane 
blond apparition who is frankly 
terrified of her daughter’s new¬ 
found desire to kiss boys. Diane 
Varsi, she of the short-fused ca¬ 
reer, is daughter Alison, a roman¬ 
tic type prone to playing classical 
music full blast and waxing on 
fantasies of literary glory. Lloyd 
Nolan is the stolid town doctor, 
and Lee Philips is the mundanely 
handsome, morally resolute 


asexual in the sense of directing it 
towards his worklife, like Yassir 
Arafat and Jackie Onassis. 

“I hadn’t been amongst men 
like [those] at that game in a long 
time. They were clearly not ad¬ 
mitting to the feminine aspect in 
themselves. [Greg and I] were 
quite drunk, and I had to go to the 
men’s room. It overflowed from 
too much beer piss. There’s a hor¬ 
rible cry going up now that is re¬ 
ally quite terrifying ... some kind 
of caveman ooga, ooga. They’re 
coming up behind me, and I’m 
worried that my hips are swaying 
too much. I said [to myself], ‘I 
better walk tough now, if I’m ever 
going to walk tough.’ I was so self- 
conscious of a certain languid gait 
that I chose to be in the theatre 
world because it was more toler¬ 
ant of that. 

“One of them tapped me on 
the shoulder. He had seen my 
HBO special, and he yelled, ‘Hey, 
you’re the asshole who bought 
that house in the Catskills! Fuck¬ 
ing good show!’ Then he goes, 
‘We’d better win today, right!’ I 
didn’t care who won. I was enjoy¬ 
ing the Bulls as much as the 
Knicks. I said, ‘Win, oh, yeah.’ I 
was so happy to be able to play it 
that I passed.” 

Young adult 

Gray then bared his soul about 
a time when both his professional 
and personal lives were just com¬ 
ing into focus. Arriving in New 
York in 1967, by ’75 he had co¬ 
founded the Wooster Group, 
where with Elizabeth LeCompte 
he created a trilogy of plays about 
his Rhode Island childhood. His 
adult sex life, meanwhile, was still 
a work in progress. 

“I had some very gratifying 
homosexual experiences, but 
there were not a lot of them, and I 
felt I had to go one way or the 
other. I was not feeling the possi¬ 
bility of love from men. It was cer¬ 
tainly good sex and good fantasy, 
because it was, for me, completion 
of a certain narcissistic fantasy of 
having myself. But that wasn’t the 
route I wanted to take. I didn’t 
think it would lead to intimacy. I 
think it was simply an experiment 
at the time.” 

Gray describes “an intense 
time” in Amsterdam, “in the baths 
there. It really helped exasperate a 
minor nervous breakdown. That 
triggered it, because I felt I had to 
make a decision. When I got back 
to New York, I started going to 
some of the baths to see if I could 

. 


school principal who sets it upon 
himself to thaw Turner after her 
long winter of sexual hibernation. 

Young Russ Tamblyn plays a 
nerdy good boy whose notions 
about sex have been retarded by 
his gargoylous mother. He’s head¬ 
ed for Boys in the Band by way of 
Tea and Sympathy unless some 
good girl (enter Varsi) can lead 
him down the path to righteous 
heterosexual normalcy. Hope 
Lange comes quite literally from 
the wrong side of the tracks, where 
she fights off the advances of her 
drunken stepfather (Arthur 
Kennedy), who is just one more 
point of misery in the life of her 
long-suffering mother (Betty 
Field). Let us not forget the 
beloved teacher-spinster (Mildred 
Dunnock), the red-dressed tramp 
(Terry Moore), or her studly 
boyfriend (Barry Coe), who learns 
to stand up against his controlling 
father (Leon Ames). We’re even 


be interested in it, and I wasn’t. It 
didn’t take. It took on a foreign 
shore, in Amsterdam, with the 
distance. I know both sides of my¬ 
self that way.” 

Speaking, almost performing, 
to an audience of San Franciscans 
caught up in the worst days of the 
epidemic, and staring into the 
eyes of a man who would be dead 
in a year, Gray really let his guard 
down. 

“I feel extremely identified 
with AIDS, because I could have 
taken that route or [explored] it 
more. That was 1976, so I’m not 
real worried about it. I was tested 
in Australia in 1985.1 was talking 
in front of a large group, and there 
was a [physician] waiting outside 
the door, and he said, ‘I don’t un¬ 
derstand why you feel you should 
be afraid of AIDS, let me give you 
the test for free.’ I would never 
have gone with any doctor but 
him. I’ve never felt such love from 
a doctor. It was a real gift.” 

Gray would break up with 
Shafransky, eventually marrying 
Kathleen Russo. The couple had 
two young sons. They accompa¬ 
nied their dad to a screening of 
Big Fish, Tim Burton’s film about 
the relationship of a son and his 
dying father, the night Gray dis¬ 
appeared. ▼ 


treated to teen idol du jour David 
Nelson as Lange’s boyfriend. 

Society split 

Peyton Place was a box-office 
bonanza, but there are pleasures in 
watching it today that were 
unimagined in 1957. With eerie 
accuracy, it intimated the upcom¬ 
ing split in American society begat 
by Vietnam, rock ’n’ roll, and a 
new drug culture. You can hear the 
future calling in Peyton Place, with 
generation gap, sexual revolution, 
women’s liberation, and even 
David Lynch being whispered 
right around the corner. Indeed, 
the film swims in a ’50s cocktail of 
repressed desires, incest, suicide, 
illegitimacy, murder, girls who put 
out and girls who just tease, rape, 
skinnydipping (!) and the unspo¬ 
ken small-town conspiracy that 
keeps everything hidden. It even 
tackles the question of sex educa¬ 
tion, with Turner offering an ob¬ 
solete view while Philips repre¬ 
sents the voice of a new liberalism 
soon to blow through America. 

Peyton Place is set in the ’40s, 
before and after the war, yet it is a 
quintessential ’50s product. Even 
Turner’s old-fashioned acting 
contrasts with the more natural¬ 
istic Varsi, Tamblyn and Lange. 
Did any movie capture the uneasy 
redefinition of America between 
World War II and Vietnam better 
than this one? 

All this enthusiasm isn’t meant 
to suggest that Peyton Place be¬ 
longs on a short list of great 
movies. It’s too glossy to be taken 
entirely seriously. Director Mark 
Robson doesn’t have the com¬ 
mand of Douglas Sirk, who ex¬ 
celled in the same genre with sat¬ 
urated melodramas. Robson was 
not as exacting with color, light, 
space, and architecture as was 
Sirk, so there are fewer visual 
symbols to contemplate. 

Peyton Place benefited immea¬ 
surably from Twentieth Century- 
Fox’s lavish commitment of 
money and talent. Franz Wax- 
man’s score is full and ripe; at 
times it sounds like a symphony 
that happens to be accompanied 
by a film. Art direction and cos¬ 
tumes reflect the story and char¬ 
acters tastefully, and cinematogra¬ 
pher William Mellor was de¬ 
servedly Oscar-nominated, but 



Lana Turner: a blond apparition 


the cast makes the difference. Five 
actors were nominated: Lange, 
Varsi, Kennedy, Tamblyn and 
Turner. Kennedy is appropriately 
repugnant, and Tamblyn is like a 
puppy yearning to be trained. 
Lange is sweet and lovely, and 
grows impressively distraught 
during the high-strung court¬ 
room scenes. Turner works hard, 
straining to reach heights of dra¬ 
matic greatness that never come. 
She’s always watchable, and even 
her throwaway moments are en¬ 
dearingly overstated. When she 
catches her daughter and friends 
“neckin’” in the living room, she 
throws on the lightswitch like 
she’s lifting heavy machinery. 

The transfer to DVD is near 
perfect, with Tamblyn and Moore 
providing commentary. As a 
bonus, American Movie Classics’ 
Backstory: Peyton Place offers his¬ 
toric context for this most sensa¬ 
tional of potboilers. There were so 
many tantalizing subplots and 
cross-purposes that a sequel was 
inevitable. 1961’s horrid Return to 
Peyton Place was saved by Mary 
Astor as one of the all-time great 
self-appointed small-town arbiters 
of public morality. Still we wanted 
more, so along came a TV series. 
Peyton Place ran from 1964-69, 
and gained fame as the launching 
pad for Mia Farrow and Ryan 
O’Neal. But it’s the original movie 
that endures as a top-flight guilty 
pleasure — nostalgic, vivid, com¬ 
plex, and unforgettable. ▼ 
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Dangerous 

Families 

N ot only is Mattilda (aka Matt 
Bernstein Sycamore) one of the 
hottest young editors of queer 
writing going, s/he’s easily the most 
entertaining and provocative and lov¬ 
able and deplorable (if you’re averse to 
bad-grrl artist/activist antics). The 
flamboyant rag-drag celebutante nov- 
elist/editor-about-town has been host¬ 
ing lit-bashes beginning with the 
launch of hir first anthology, Tricks 
and Treats: Sex Workers Write About 
Their Clients (Haworth). At the time, 
in April 2000, s/he was banking on hir 
experience as callboy, stripper, body- 
worker, street hustler, phone sex oper¬ 
ator and porn model. Then s/he be¬ 
came a seriously engaging novelist 
with Pulling Taffy (Suspect Thoughts 
Press) in 2003, emerging as one of the 
core voices of the New Queer Scene 
(or whatever you want to call it). 
When rowdy grrl Mattilda hosts a lit¬ 
erary gig, you get a wild romp. 

Such was the case for the launch of 
Dangerous Families: Queer Writing on 
Surviving (Harrington Park Press/Ha¬ 
worth; 2004). The packed event hap¬ 
pened at the Main Library under the 
auspices of the lames C. Hormel Les¬ 
bian and Gay Center, where Dangerous 
Families contributor )im van Buskirk 
serves as director and a galvanizing 
force in the queer-lit community. 

“Sometimes now when I look into 
a mirror,” writes van Buskirk in “Body 
of Knowledge,” “I see a strong, hand¬ 
some face, one whose gaze I am able to 
hold. One I can imagine loving a little 
more, perhaps can even imagine let¬ 
ting be loved. Certainly not by my 
mother. But by another boy — I mean 
a man.” 

So succinctly he captures the deep- 
down feeling of so many damaged gay 
men. That thought — “certainly not 
by my mother” — kicks you in the gut 
because it tells all in an instant. 

Families are dangerous places to 
grow up. In his introduction to the 
volume, Mattilda writes of the period 
in his life “when my father followed 
me down the street at night, hid be¬ 
hind the curtains with an ax, under the 
bed ... His eyes as enormous as hors¬ 
es’ eyes, peering in through the win¬ 
dows or staring at me from inside the 
walls, watching me from the ceiling. 
That look in his eyes: you are my prey.” 

Writing as therapy, as art, as rebel¬ 
lion, the anthology’s contributors 
wring the heartbreak out of growing 
up queer or other in families that only 
made things worse, where nurturing 
was at a minimum and self¬ 
reliance/survival and ultimate escape 
and separation were paramount. 

“My mother was born and died in 
poverty,” writes Siobhan Brooks in 
“Confessions of a Ghetto Princess.” 
“She made certain that this would not 
be my fate, and thus I was forbidden 
to do housework, since she worked as 
a maid. Instead I was closely watched 
and socialized to be very feminine and 
nonthreatening.” 

Siobhan reveals what so many 
struggling children feel when parents 
adhere to rigid, old-world values in a 
time and place they can barely com¬ 
prehend, where violence is born of 
frustration and kids suffer irreparable 
damage. Her mother meant no harm, 
and that’s the familiar tragedy. ▼ 


OutIIAbout 


pany, DancEvents, is having a fab¬ 
ulous party to celebrate their 
launch. DanceEvents dancers were 
recently featured at the 2004 
Academy of Friend Gala in San 
Francisco, where they performed a 
variety of Ballroom, Latin, and 
Club dance v s. Tonight's Main 
Event will be part fantastic dance 
party, part unique show, with a 
beginning dance lesson, profes¬ 
sional performances in Ballroom, 
Latin, Swing, Salsa, Modern, and 
Hip Hop, live music from Let's 
Get West, a photo and painting 
art exhibit, a raffle, and much 
more. $25 VIP ticket (includes 
admittance to pre-party from 12 
to 1, with wine and hors d'oeu- 
vres. Guests can meet and talk 
with the dancers of DancEvents). 
$12 general admission (good for 
the main party, from l-5pm). 12 
noon-5pm. Lake Merritt Dance 
Center, 200 Grand Avenue, Oak¬ 
land. Tix/info: 415-820-3979; 
www.dancevents4you.com (go to 
Contact DancEvents). 

‘King Kaliente’ @ 
Bench & Bar, Oakland 

"King Kaliente," A Drag King 
contest. Butch/Femme Socials 
Meets Kaliente. Prizes awarded. 
Judges will be selected from the 
audience! Dancing, entertainment 
by Mama's Boyz, Mexican restau¬ 
rant on site, drink specials at the 
bar, wheelchair accessible, plenti¬ 
ful street parking. $5. 6-10pm; 
Contest starts 7pm sharp. Bench 
& Bar, 120-11th Street at Oak, 
Oakland. Info: 
mujeres2@lycos.com; 
www.kaliente.net 

Gay/Lesbian Tennis 
Federation 
@ Davies Tennis 
Stadium, Oakland 

Come play some casual social 
doubles and learn more about the 
Gay and Lesbian Tennis Federa¬ 
tion (GLTF) on Sunday March 28 
12-3pm at the Davies Tennis Sta¬ 
dium in Oakland. Looking for new 
members. Location: Davies Tennis 
Stadium, 198 Oak Road, Oakland 
(580 East towards Hayward. Exil 
Grand Ave. Turn Left at the 2nd 
light which is Lakeshore Ave. Sta> 
on the right lane. Veer right when 
Lakeshore splits off to the right. 
Turn Left on Park Road, you will 
see signs to Davie Tennis Stadium. 
Info: marmac@aol.com 

The MAN Auction 
@ the Cherry Bar 

Live auction of fun dates with 
some of SF's hottest gay men (and 
a few metrosexuals)! All dates are 
all-expense paid. Come out, drink, 
dance, and buy a guy's company 
for an evening, all to help people 
in our community with AIDS. DJ 
music, raffle prizes, dates with 
cute, fun and available men. Pa¬ 
tron Tequila and Vox & Turi 
Vodka mixed drink specials. 
Brought to you by Paige Tuhey 
and Ned Howey in an effort to 
raise funds for AIDS Lifecycle3. 
$5-$50 cover (all proceeds go to 
the SF AIDS Foundation). 6:30- 
8:30PM (doors open at 5:30PM). 
21+w/ID. The Cherry Bar, 917 
Folsom St. @ 5th St. Info: 974- 
5906; www.thecherrybar.com. 
Info: Paige at: 
www.aidslifecycle.org/1631 

Team Bear @ Chow 


"Woman's Boot" 2002, acrylic on newspaper, by Tom 
Fowler, part of "Pulp" at Live Art Gallery. See Saturday. 


Erica Shuch and the ESP Project perform"AII You Need" 
See Thursday. 


is 

‘Caesura’ @ Dance 
Mission Theatre 

NOVAntiqua presents "Caesura," 
a new evening-length work from 
Choreographer/Artistic Director 
Mark Franko, featuring special 
guest artist Brian Fisher, with the 
NOVAntiqua company: Cristina 
Aguirre, Damara Ganley and Juli¬ 
et Neidish. The word "caesura" is 
defined as a cut, a formal break 
or stop, an interruption, the 
breathing place in the midst of the 
verse. For Franko, "caesura" is 
the moment that is experienced 
between breaths. It is borne of 
stillness and makes room for con¬ 
templation. Drawing inspiration 
from this notion, Franko has crat¬ 
ed a work that arcs from the 
small, intimate moments of pri¬ 
vate introspection to a world shat¬ 
tered by violent explosion. $18 
($13 student/senior). 8pm. Also 
Sat., March 27 (8pm) & Sun., 
March 28 (7pm). 3316-24th St. 
(at Mission). Tix: 415-564-3971. 

‘Guilty’ @ The Stud 

That's it, you're finished, you're 
goin' down — you're guilty as sin! 
Before they lock you up, get out 
and enjoy "Guilty," a down-and- 
dirty bastard pop rock electro 
hiphop watever party presented by 
DJs Adrian, The Mysterious D, 
and Suppositori Spelling, with DJ 
Mr. Anthony. Go-go Dancers, 
drink specials, CD giveaways. $5. 
10pm-3am: Every Friday. At the 
Stud, 9th and Harrison. Info: 
www.blue-period.com/guilty/ 

Secret Cock 
@ 40th St. 

Warehouse, Oakland 

Pacific Northwest Skate/Rock 
Tour featuring Secret Cock (a 
classic-rock-inspired Boston gen- 
derqueer band) and Discharge In¬ 
formation System (cello/drums 
duo from Portland with ex-mem¬ 
bers of The Chase and Punky 
Bruiser). Oakland appearance 
with Tami Hart and Pom Pom 
Meltdown (from Portland). All 
ages. 8pm. 379 40th St. Ware¬ 
house (near MacArthur Bart), 
Oakland. Info: 
www.secretcock.com. 


Eric DeLoria’s 
‘Audition’ @ JSC 

Eric DeLora presents Audition, an 
evening of songs and attitudes! 
Imagine you and 49 friends in a 
room with ten sexy, passionate, 
and demanding singers. Ever 
wanted to tell them what was re¬ 
ally going on in your mind? Or 
maybe just wanted to shoot the 
piano-player? Well, get your 
Simon on and join in an evening 


of defining what talent is, who's 
hot, and who's not. This audience- 
participation interactive evening 
is just what Dr. Real-TV ordered! 
With Ben Atal, Boston Blake, 
Ashia DeLaBastide, Edisol W. 
Dotson, Lance Fuller, Kristen 
Jones, Nick Kealey, Lisa Nelson, 
Justin Sadoian, and Shaye Troha. 
$20. Limited engagement: 8pm. 
Sat., March 27, Sun., March 28, 
and Mon., March 29. Studio 2, 
Jon Sims Center for the Arts, 

1519 Mission St. (btwn 11th St. 

& South Van Ness). Tix/info 
Phone: 415-431-4371; edelo- 
ra@hotmail.com. Info/Wheelchair 
Access: 415-554-0402; www.jon- 
simsctr.org 

‘POMO’ 

@ YBCA Forum 

Kularts in association with Yerba 
Buena Center for the Arts pre¬ 
sents "The 6th Annual POMO: the 
Post Modern American Pilipino 
Performance Project," highlight¬ 
ing the collision of the ancient 
with the present. Featuring the 
works of Ating Tao Drum Circle 
(20-member percussion ensem¬ 
ble), Michelle Bolong (sharing an 
intimate story of death, struggle, 
acceptance & rebirth), Jeremiah 
Tait Carreon (performs "Remem¬ 
ber the Rhythm"), Malaya 
Timawa Dimaapi (offers "Farther 
than Earth, More than Water," a 
dialogue of sound, a conversation 
of selves), and Room to Improv 
(unscripted scenes and games). 
$13 adv; $15 door. 8pm. Also 
Sun., March 28 @ 3pm. YBCA 
Forum, 701 Mission St. Tix/info: 
415-239-0249; kularts.org 

Bay Area American 
Indian Two-Spirits 
@ The Center 

Community Potluck hosted by Bay 
Area American Indian Two-Spirits 
(BAAITS), a community-based or¬ 
ganization offering culturally rele¬ 
vant activities for GLBT and In¬ 
tersex Native Americans, their 
families and friends. Bring some¬ 
thing to share — food, non-alco¬ 
holic drinks, a song, poem or raf¬ 
fle item. Traditional food especial¬ 
ly welcome. Contact to confirm 
event. Check board upon entering 
for room number. A clean & sober 
event. 7-9pm. 1800 Market St. 

(at Octavia). Info: 865-5616; 
www.baaits.org 

‘Pulp’ 

@ Live Art Gallery 

Opening reception/party: "Pulp," 
a showcase of works made on or 
using paper, by Sam Russell, Tom 
Fowler, Ren£ Capone, David 
Faulk, Michael Johnstone, Julio 
Martinez, Isabel Urbina and Mike 
Gosbee. Free. 6-10pm. Show runs 
thru April 11. 151 Potrero Ave. 
Info: Rene Capone, 254-3141; 
Tom Fowler, 621-5343. 

Queer Swing 
@ The Center 

Queer Jitterbugs presents Queer 
Swing Classes. No partner or ex¬ 
perience needed. 7pm basic swing 
lesson; 8pm swing lesson with 


at 


Intersection for the Arts. 


award-winning dancer Jonathan 
Bixby, a Lindy Hop Hall of Famer 
from Santa Barbara. 9pm-mid- 
night dance party. $10 (half off 
w/). SF LGBT Center, 1800 Mar¬ 
ket St. Info: 305-8242; 
www.queerjitterbugs.com 


St. Info: 824-3890; www.oth- 
ercinema.com 

‘Ha Bloody Ha’ @ The 
Off-Market Theater 

C.A.F.E and Off Market Presents 
"Ha Bloody Ha," a live talk show 
hosted by comedian/writer Har¬ 
mon Leon. Featuring new guests 
each week from the world of com¬ 
edy, music, and film. $10. 10pm. 
Off-Market Theater, 965 Mission 
(at Fifth Street). Tix/info: 415- 
896-6477; www.cafearts.com 


Ji-sing Norman Eng 
@ Green Gulch Farm 

Ji-Sing Norman Eng (ordained 
into the Order of Interbeing, Uni¬ 
fied Buddhist Church, by Thich 
Nhat Hanh in 2003) is facilitating 
a day-long retreat on the Bud¬ 
dha's teachings and practices on 
"Love, Compassion, Joy and 
Equanimity" at Green Gulch 
Farm Zen Center (near Muir 
Beach in Marin County, carpools 
available). Limited to the first 40 
persons, so sign-up soon. $10-$40 
sliding donation (includes organic 
vegetarian lunch). 10am-5pm. 
Info: 415-865-2750. Register on¬ 
line at www.QSangha.org. 

Other Cinema 
@ ATA Gallery 

Other Cinema presents "Old 
Films/New Remixes," a special 
50th anniversary celebration of 
Kenneth Anger's "Inauguration of 
the Pleasuredome" (starring 
Anais Nin, Curtis Harrington, & 
Marjorie Cameron). New, original 
sound track performed live by 
Kyron; collaborator Koyote 
frames the cinematic experience 
with a synchronous Thelemic 
Magickal ritual. Co-featured: 
Hans Grusel's K ran ken kabi net's 
live synthesized (re-)score of 
Chevrolet's 1936 "Master 
Hands," a half-hour ode to the as¬ 
sembly line. Lots more. $5. 8pm 
reception; 8:30 showtime. Artists' 
Television Access, 992 Valencia 


iff" 

Donald Pippin’s 
Pocket Opera 
@ Randall Museum 

Donald Pippin's Pocket Opera pre¬ 
sents George Frederic Handel's 
Rinaldo, a Baroque classic with 
English translation by Mr. Pippin. 
This concert style opera was Han¬ 
del's first London opera. Hurried¬ 
ly written mostly from arias and 
music he had previously com¬ 
posed, it is a spectacle of a love 
story with a fairy-tale-like ending. 
Based on an epic poem by Italian 
writer Torquato Tasso, Rinaldo 
describes the capture of Jerusalem 
from the Saracens by Christian 
armies during the First Crusade. 

In this selection, Armida, sorcer¬ 
ess and lover of the Saracen king, 
threatens him after he acknowl¬ 
edges his love for the daughter of 
King Godfrey, a Christian. Featur¬ 
ing Elspeth Franks, Marcelle 
Dronkers, Jane Hammett, and Lee 
Strawn. $30 adv; $32 door; $27 
senior. 2pm. Tix: 415-972-8934; 
ticketweb.com. Randall Museum 
Theater. Info: pocketopera.org 

DanceEvents 
@ Lake Merritt Dance 
Center, Oakland 

A new dance entertainment com¬ 


NOVAntiqua Choreographer Mark Franko's "Caesura" 
catches its breath at Dance Mission Theatre. See Friday. 
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known for her paper replications 
of prized consumer goods, does 
drawings and paper sculptures. 

San Jose State grad Lee Walton 
(MFA from CCAC) will exhibit 
several video installations with his 
signature tongue-in-cheek style. 
Free. 5:30-7:30pm. 77 Geary St., 
2nd floor. Info: 415-627-9110; 
heathermarxgallery.com 

‘Flaming Iguanas’ 

@ Theatre Rhinoceros 

Preview: Theatre Rhinoceros pre¬ 
sents Flaming Iguanas, a world 
premiere play based on the novel 
by Erika Lopez, adapted & direct¬ 
ed by John Fisher & Duca Kneze- 
vic. In Flaming Iguanas, the ulti¬ 
mate sea-to-shining-sea all-girl 
adventure, we follow the exploits 
of Tomato Rodriguez, a Puerto 
Rican, New Jersey girl riding her 
motorcycle across the country in 
search of good sex, and learning 
first hand what it takes to be bi¬ 
coastal, biracial, bisexual, and a 
biker. It's a story that combines 
all the best parts of Alice in Won¬ 
derland and Easy Rider as Toma¬ 
to crosses the country in search of 
the meaning of life, love, and the 
perfect post office. By the time 
Tomato rolls into San Francisco, 
she has decided to sleep with 
men, decided not to sleep with 
men, prayed for a bisexual role 
model, and figured out that who 
she is, is whatever she makes up 
that day. In this unique Road Trip 
production, the action of the play 
will take place in various spaces 
in and around the building that is 
home to Theatre Rhinoceros. $15- 
$25 (pay what you wish at pre¬ 
views). Previews: Thu. & Fri., 
April 1 & 2 @ 8pm. Opening 
Night Sat. April 3 @ 8pm. Play 
runs April 1-24. Showtimes: 
Wed.-Sat. @ 8pm; Sun. Eves @ 
7pm; Sun. Mats @ 3pm (April 
10 & 18). Straight Night Out: 
Thurs. April 15 @ 8pm. The 
Rhino, 2926 16th St. (Mission & 
So. Van Ness). Tix/info: 861- 
5079; www.therhino.org 

‘One Shot’ 

@ Harvey Milk 
Photography Center 

Bay Area Photographers Collec¬ 
tive presents "One Shot," an ex¬ 
hibition of single images from 
each of BAPC's 31 members. 3- 
10pm Tue. & Thu; llam-5pm Fri. 
& Sat. Show runs thru April 30. 
50 Scott St. (at Duboce). Info: 
415-554-9522. 

‘Ba-da-Bingo’ 

@ MCC-SF 

Sold out: The Sisters of Perpetual 
Indulgence's special Game Show 
edition of "Ba-da-Bingo" with 
Guest MC Empress Donna Sachet. 
The popular event is always packed 
and sells out early. Tickets are still 
available for "The Great Bingo Bus 
Adventure Bingo 2.0" on April 17. 
Join the Sister Betty and Sister 
Dana then aboard their luxury bus 
as they head to the Russian River 
for a day of fun, sun and bingo! 
Depart San Francisco at noon, ar¬ 
riving at the Russian River with 
time for sunning by the pool with a 
margarita, canoeing, hiking or 
simply playing in Guerneville! At 
7pm your bus ticket brings VIP ad¬ 
mission, seating and cards at the 
Russian River Sisters' Bingo! $35 
plus $2.40 processing. Info: 
www.badabingo.org 

‘Spunk!’ @ Eros 

"Spunk!" New at EROS, a 
YM4YM event with fresh music, 
special videos, fun guys, and fu¬ 
ture workshop. Boxers, briefs, 
tanks and T's. Explore and create 
community in a comfortable 
space. Q Action fundraiser on Pre¬ 
miere night. Discount entry for 
those of SPUNKage. 4 pm-Mid- 
night, Eros, 2051 Market St. 

Info, 255-4921. 


WANNA 

SUBMIT? 


Send your calendar 
event listings to: 

Mark Mardon 
Out & About 

Bay Area Reporter 
395 Ninth Street 
San Francisco, CA 
94103 

Deadline is the 
Friday before 
issue date. 


OWNER RESERVATIONS: 415.771.5225 V Tickets al 
WWW.TICKETWE8.COM cr al the docrlhe nigs* at show 
2 drink minimum per person If 18&UR V MC/HSA accepted 
Validated ftrkirej 8! ANCHORAGE GARAGE 500 Beach Si. 


APRIL 1ST-4TH 


THUR-SUH 


Classic-rock-inspired Boston genderqueer band j>ecret Cock and Discharge Information 
System (DIS) take part in the Pacific Northwest Skate/Rock Tour at 40th St. 
Warehouse, Oakland. See Friday 


TeamBEAR (Bears Engaged 
Against Retroviruses) host a 
brunch at a fine local eatery. Chow 
will have a special TeamBEAR 
menu along with their regular 
brunch. TeamBEAR is a vehicle to 
leverage the gay bear community 
as much as possible to the advan¬ 
tage of the AIDS/LifeCycle events 
and to serve as a Witness for AIDS 
awareness and support within that 
same group. $5 from any item on 
the insert goes to the team (high¬ 
est price is $13, including the do¬ 
nation). Please RSVP to Cal (cal- 
sanfran@aol. com) with the num¬ 
ber of guests. lOam-lpm at Chow, 
215 Church St. (at Market). Info: 
www.teambear.org. 

Gay Volleyball 
@ Hamilton Gym 

Gay volleyball happens every Sun¬ 
day between llam-lpm at Hamil- 
■ ton Gym on the corner of 
Geary/Steiner. Its not officially 
gay per say but 95 percent of the 
people who go are. More people 
needed to reach the ideal cap of 
18 (36 with another net). That 
would be 6 teams. It's free. Open 
gym. Plenty of parking around. 

All levels of play. Info: Albert at 
masclatin@aol.com 


‘One Night Only 
Cabaret’ 

@ Club Fugazi 

; The Richmond/Ermet AIDS Foun- 
i dation presents another special 
"One Night Only Cabaret" with 
s company members from the com- 
f bined casts of Disney's "The Lion 
King" and "Mamma Mia!" 

[ Enjoy an intimate, outrageous 
j evening of song, dance and come¬ 
dy benefiting The 
I Richmond/Ermet AIDS Founda- 
I tion and Broadway Cares/Equity 
| Fights AIDS. Special guest star: 

I Chicago cabaret artist Amy Arm- 
| strong. The event is being held at 
[ Club Fugazi, home of Beach Blan- 
f ket Babylon, at 678 Green St. 

F Tickets range from $20/rear bal- 
! cony to $75/box seats ($100 tick- 
[ ets are sold out). A limited num¬ 
ber of tickets are also available 
1 for the cast party following the 
performance at nearby Washing¬ 
ton Square Bar and Grill for an 
additional $25/ticket. Complimen¬ 
tary wine and desserts served. 
7:30pm. Tix: Beach Blanket 
Babylon Box Office, 415-421- 
4222. 

Q-Sangha @ MCC-SF 

Interfaith Buddhist Celebration of 
Spring. "Buddha of Compassion, 
Christ of Love: Interfaith Dialogue 
for World Peace." Music, Candle 
Prayers, Meditation, Message, 
Sacred Dance of Peace, Buddhist 
Blessings, etc. Free and open to 
all ($10-$20 suggested donation). 
7-9pm. Metropolitan Community 
Church, 150 Eureka St. Info: 
www.QSangha.org 

Left Coast 
Chamber Ensemble 
@ The Green Room 

The Left Coast Chamber Ensemble 
presents "Dissonance: Mozart & 
Beyond, a concert featuring 


Moritz Eggert's Pong, madrigals 
by William Byrd and others; and 
works by W. A. Mozart arid Gyor- 
gy Ligeti. $19 gen'l; $14 stu¬ 
dent/senior. 8pm. The Green 
Room, War Memorial Performing 
Arts Center, 401 Van Ness Ave. 
Tix: 415-642-8054; ChamberMu- 
sicPartn.org 

‘New Voices’ 

@ Calvary 
Presbyterian Church 

Chanticleer, the world-renowned 
12-man vocal ensemble led by 
Music Director Joseph Jennings, 
teams up with the ever-innovative 
SF Contemporary Music Players 
for "New Voices," a program fea¬ 
turing world premieres by Pablo 
Ortiz and Betty Olivero along with 
works by Iannis Xenakis and Giac- 
into Scelsi. SFCMP Music Direc¬ 
tor David Milnes conducts. $34 & 
$37 reserved section; $25 gen'l 
admission; $10 students. 8pm. 
Pre-concert lecture at 7:15pm. 
Tix: 415-392-4400; 800-407- 
1400; cityboxoffice.com 


Golden Gate Men’s 
Chorus + Harvard 
Glee Club @ Mission 
Dolores Basilica 

The Golden Gate Men's Chorus 
(GGMC) commences its twenty- 
second season with an extraordi¬ 
nary joint performance with the 
renowned Harvard Glee Club, 
America's oldest collegiate cho¬ 
rus, which is touring Northern 
California on its annual spring 
tour. Both choruses celebrate mu¬ 
sical excellence, diversity and ca¬ 
maraderie among their members. 

In this spirit the two groups have 
come together for this one-time 
only concert. $20. 7:30pm. Mis¬ 
sion Dolores Basilica, 370 Dolores 
St. (at 16th St). Tix: A Different 
Light Bookstore (489 Castro); at 
the door; or online at 
www.ggmc.org 

‘Without A Net’ 

@ Modern Times 
Bookstore 

Reading & book signing with 
Michelle Tea, editor, and contrib¬ 
utors to "Without a Net, The Fe¬ 
male Experience of Growing Up 
Working Class" (Seal Press). 

With Ida Acton, Meliza Banales, 
Joy Castro, Diane di Prima, Daisy 
Hernandez, Silas Howard, Shaw- 
na Kenney, Ricky Lee, Colleen 
McKee, Terry Ryand & Fran Vari- 
an. Ferocious/honest stories by 
poor and working class writers. 
Free. 7pm. 888 Valencia St. (at 
20th). Info: 282-9246; modern- 
timesbookstore.com 




‘Make Art Happen or 
DIY Trying’ 

@ Spanganga Gallery 

"Make art happen or DIY trying" 
An Independent Artist How to 


Workshop Series: Putting on a 
show: All you need to know about 
event planning. Come plan your 
event with us. The program will 
have a Q& A section where you 
can get direct comments and sug¬ 
gestion for the planning of your 
next event. See how an event is 
planned from start to finish as ex¬ 
perts walk you through the stages. 
From fashion shows to dance par¬ 
ties to plays to everything in be¬ 
tween, come learn the how to. 
Speakers: Fashion Show Gurus- 
Brynne Coertz and Ruth Snow of 
Runway Fashion Show. SF top un¬ 
derground art event planners- 
Katy Bell, M.l. Blue, Helena 
Nolan (Dada Fest, Tenenaticle 
Sessons, WordFuck, etc.) — just 
to name a few. DJ Pusspuss is an 
award-winning DJ/activist & 

Music Editor for SF Spectrum. 

He has produced hundreds of 
events including SF's largest un¬ 
derground party, "Pink Satur¬ 
day," with 250,000 estimated 
people supporting queer charities. 
He continues to organize/produce 
alternative and counter-culture 
events while educating on social 
activism issues. Moderated by 
Michael Vavricek (vav@soundof- 
mind.net), a long-time test pilot of 
social experiments for self-aware¬ 
ness. $5. 8pm. Spanganga 
Gallery, 3376 19th St. Info: lily- 
cat@mindspring.com; www.lily- 
cat.com 


ESP Project’s ‘All You 
Need’ @ Intersection 
for the Arts 

ESP Project and Intersection for 
the Arts Hybrid Project present 
"All You Need," a new dance the¬ 
ater work from award-winning 
choreographer Erika Shuch. 
Through a combination of theater, 
dance, music and video projec¬ 
tions, "All You Need" presents a 
densely layered world dictated by 
longing and emotional and physi¬ 
cal cannibalism. Inspired by a true 
tale of cannibalism, "All You 
Need" explores violent passion in 
a quirky, comedic, fast-paced 
journey with deep loneliness at its 
center. "All You Need" stems 
from the assumption that at the 
center of the human heart is an 
enormous and perhaps insatiable 
hunger that colors the way we 
love, hope, prey and pray. $9-$15 
sliding. 8pm. Thu-Sun thru April 
17. 446 Valencia St. (btwn 
15th/16th). Tix/info: 415-626- 
3311; www.theintersection.org 

‘California Dreamin’ 

@ Heather Marx 
Gallery 

Opening reception: "California 
Dreamin'," a group show in which 
three SF artists — Michael Arce- 
ga, Libby Black, and Lee Walton 
— deconstruct this fabled phrase. 
SF Art Institute grad Arcega will 
exhibit a large wall installation ti¬ 
tled "Gross National Product," in 
which he has meticulously re-cre¬ 
ated individual islands topped 
with generic architectural land¬ 
marks created out of balsa wood. 
Cleveland Institute of Art grad 
Libby Black (MFA from CCAC), 
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fluto Erotica 


of vintage porn 
& fine dildos 
4077R 18th Street 

415-861-5787 

open every day 


wo buy 



photos, videos, dvd's & magazines 

call 

Steve 

415 - 621-1188 

days, or 

Patrick 

415 - 810-2325 

evenings & weekends 



,Jjl|r San Francisco 
Ij ar (415) 430-1199 

ifr Oakland 
m (510) 343-1122 : 

1 Palo Alto £ 

i| (650) 223-0505 Q 

Concord .10? 
(925) 695-1100 

San Jose ijfj 
(408) 514-1111 Ol 

Vallejo 54’ 

(707) 656.1111 


C^jr^MegaMates .com 

Try the next generation j 

of internet Dating FREE! ' 

Live Video/Audio/Text Chat 
^ Create, Send & View Videos 
Jp Totally Private * No Ads Or Pop-Ups 


.. . 

fvb >. LC x Cum «r- * 


f Piogrvmlv* V»#b UC*FHentfty C«n 1417 <«90) 288.148* 



www.nobhilltheatre.com 


75 CHANNELS! 
WQlDft y HOLES! 

16 Live 

Sex Cams 


$10 OFF Admission 
Before 12 Noon!!! 


Adult 


INFO; 415.781.9468 


729 Bush SL@ Powell 

15 ALL NIGHT PARKINS BUSH 5 STOCKTON 



These nine men compete for the Mr. Los Angeles Leather 2004 title this Saturday night, March 27 at the El 
ReyThetare (from left): Rob Wireman, Mark Diamond, Marc Watrel, Ricky Hoyt, Wil Wesley, Rick Dunsmore, 
Paul Salomon, Terry Houlihan and Michael Locke. 


Leather everywhere 

Spotlight on Los Angeles and Seattle 


by Mister Marcus 

L eather-wise, there’s a lot 
going on around this coun¬ 
try, in Canada and in Eu¬ 
rope. For starters this coming 
weekend, the spotlight is on Los 
Angeles and Seattle. The 
leather folk in both cities are 
staging week-long leather fes¬ 
tivals that climax on Sat¬ 
urday night with the Mr. 

Los Angeles Leather and 
the Mr. Washington 
State Leather contests. 

On Sunday, in Los 
Angeles, it’s a min- 
street fair in the Sil- 
verlake area. I will be 
there to cover the 
vent, so you’ll be the first to know 
the results here and on 
www.LeatherPage.com. 

In Seattle, it’s the annual 
Emerald Awards program. Scores 
of volunteers are scurrying about 
already to bring their efforts to 
success and two new leather title- 
holders. Seattle’s winner will not 
compete at IML 2004, but like San 
Diego, their winner will not com¬ 
pete until 2005. 



The following weekend, April 
2-4, the action shifts to other parts 
of the nation. The feeder compe¬ 
tition, the Indiana Leather Sir/boy 
Contest, takes place in Indianapo¬ 
lis, where the winner will advance 
to compete at the Great Lakes Re¬ 
gional Leather Sir/boy competi¬ 
tion. 

The next weekend, April 9- 
11, it’s the Mr. Chicago Leather 
2004 contest at the Touche 
Bar on the North Side. 
Then on the weekend of 
April 15-18, it’s Ameri¬ 
can Brotherhood Week¬ 
end in the Washington, 
D.C. Metro area. 

Oh yes, there’s a 
LOT more. Sashes, 
sashes everywhere 
and more coming as the Interna¬ 
tional Leather Sir/boy feeder and 
regional contests get underway. 

Pantheon of 
Leather Awards 

Thom Dombkowski was in 
town last week and made an ap¬ 
pearance at Daddy’s on Thursday, 
March 18 to help Lenny Broberg 
present three Pantheon of Leather 
Awards to winners in San Francis¬ 


co, California State Assemblyman 
Mark Leno, Daddy Alan Selby and 
Sandy “Mama” Reinhardt. A big 
crowd was on hand to hear the 
presentation and to applaud all 
three. Hizzoner Mark Leno was in 
full leather and the crowd loved it. 

Most noticeably absent (and 
isn’t he always?), the San Francis¬ 
co supervisor who campaigned 
heavily in the leather community 
and hasn’t been to anything his 
constituents do since he was elect¬ 
ed. If a State Assemblyman can 
drive into The City all the way 
from Sacramento and His High¬ 
ness the Supervisor cannot, do 
you detect something terribly 
wrong with this picture? 

I can’t wait to see what he does 
when he wants to be re-elected! 

They call it “chest” power 

Another huge crowd assem¬ 
bled at the Powerhouse last 
Thursday, too, for the 8th round 
in the SoMa Bare Chest Calendar 
marathon. Four men stepped up 
to the plate to face judges Glen- 
non Sutter, Tyrone Smith, Didier 
Carbagnolle, Troy Anicete and Ju¬ 
lian Marshburn. After an hour or 
next page ► 


EVENTURES IN LEATHER 


Thursday, March 25 

Round 9 of the Bare Chest Calendar contests at the 
Powerhouse at 2130. If you've got it, flaunt it. Be 
there. Get involved. 

Weekend, March 26-28 

Mr. Los Angeles Leather 2004 contest in the 
Southland; Mr. Washington State Leather in Seat¬ 
tle: both after a week-long leather festival. 

Saturday, March 27 

The 15 Association monthly play party at the usual 
location. For invite and details: 673-0452 or 
www.thel5association.org. 

Wednesday, March 31 

Golden Shower Buddies swish around in a sea of 
yellow at 933 Harrison. For info: 777-HEAD. 

Thursday, April 1 

Round 10 of the Bare Chest Calendar contests at 
the Powerhouse at 2130. Show your stuff! 


Weekend, April 2-4 

Indiana Leather Sir/boy feeder contest in Indi¬ 
anapolis, headed by IMs.L Tammy Nelson. I'll be 
judging there so you'll be the first to get the re¬ 
sults. 

Leather Leadership Conference in New Orleans. 
No one sent a press release to me, so you're on 
your own if you attend. 

The Tribe MC in Detroit weekend run for $85. 
Check out healergret@prodigy.net. 

Friday, April 3 

SF Leather Sir Tom Braddock presents "Greasy 
Jockstrap Contest & Motor Oil Party" at the Pow¬ 
erhouse, 2100 tonight to benefit HRC and GLAAD. 

Weekend, April 9-11 

Mr. Chicago Leather 2004 contest staged by for¬ 
mer Mr. Chicago Chuck Windemuth and the fabu¬ 
lous David Boyer at the Touch£ leather bar in the 
Windy City. 
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Little things count 


by Sweet Lips 


ick Deemer is back in town 
— one more trip to Puerto 
i Vallarta under his belt, and 
then it’s on to Fire Island for him 
— for his last year! He has bought 
a home in P.V. and will be moving 
there with his lovely Ramon. Ah, 
the gay life! 

Speaking of which, Bart Drey- 
er and Jim Dolan are taking a 
week’s run down the coast to 
Cabo — separate cabins, of 
course! 

Two big birthdays are coming 
up at the end of March, so get out 
your glitter and make them some 
flashy cards! First up on March 


30, it’s spanking time for the pop¬ 
ular Robbie, aka Helen Trent, and 
then it’s T.J. Buckley’s turn on the 
31st. I had to promise not to print 
any ages, but they are 
both younger than I. 

Thank you, Jim 
Welsh, for the 
great Friday at the 
Cinch Saloon. 

They certainly have some 
interesting cus¬ 
tomers when 
Ronnie is work¬ 
ing! Meanwhile, 
the popular afternoon bartender 
at the Cinch Saloon, Jim Mangin, 
is leaving for a vacation soon in 
Europe. I hope they are ready for 
him! He’ll be meeting lots of new 



admirers wherever he travels. 

Thank you as well, Dennis 
Tyler, for the rides to Kaiser! You 
and Steve Pollack are 
so nice to help a 
“handicapped” me 
(wheelchairs are not 
fun). 

I’ve noticed Greta 
Grass is getting 
around more often 
lately. You can’t 
keep us good 
old gals down, 
Greta! 

Hope to see you all in person 
real soon! Remember that the 
Easter Bunny will be hopping 
your way on Sunday, April 11, so 
drink up! ▼ 



San Francisco Pantheon of Leather Award winners, from left: California State Assemblyman Mark Leno, Daddy 
Alan Selby, and Sandy "Mama” Reinhardt (who won two awards) last Thursday, March 28 at Daddy's Bar. 


Mister Marcus 

A previous page 

so of ridiculous banter, the judges 
picked Tommy Anderson, Dave 
Haase and “Dodger” Allen to go 
on to the finals. The next contest 
is on tonight, Thursday, March 25 
at 2130. Be there! 

Updates 


The Bavarian Leather 2004 
contest in Munich two weekends 
ago yielded a hunk, 38 year-old 
Robert Hoepfner. He’ll do well at 
IML from those who are keen ob¬ 
servers of these things. 

In Baltimore, the Maryland 
Leather Sir (Bob Davis) and the 
Maryland Leather boy “Boy” 
(Ivan) were chosen the same 
weekend. They advance to com¬ 
pete at the Mid-Atlantic Leather 


competition later this year in 
Washington, DC. 

In Seattle, Mr. Washington 
State Leather 2003, Mark Nunley, 
staged a fundraiser for the LA8cM 
and managed to raise $1,500 for' 
former Seattle Leather Daddy Jeff 
Henness to be put in drag —for 
the first time ever! Well, Jeff sur¬ 
rendered and the crowd was 
pleased at the result. Jeff, you were 
never lovelier! ▼ 




Full 

‘Eclipse’ 

C horeographer Cheryl 
Chaddick makes work 
about alienation and 
connection, conflicts and 
quests, and her collabora¬ 
tions with visual artists Ed 
Bell and Christopher Carter 
anchor Company Chad- 
dick’s Eclipse, an evening of 
dance running the next two 
weekends at ODC Theater 
in San Francisco. 

Premieres are Glances 
and Brother to Brother, an 
all-male dance that de¬ 
pends upon aerobic part¬ 
nering. Also on the pro¬ 
gram: When, Where, Why, a 
revival of a women’s duet 
from 1996. Eclipse plays 8 
p.m., Thursdays-Saturdays, 
March 25-27, April 1-3. 
Tickets ($19): (415) 863- 
9834, ticketweb.com. ▼ 





333 Linden Street, SF 

(in Hayes Valley btwn Octaviaft Gough) 


333iinden.com 


• MON* $5 B4 midnight 
TUE - Free w/ student ID 


w/any gym membership 

FfWSAT - happy hour* FREE 
entry btwn %>m&10pm 


it5.863.1610 


SF's newest 4 
Sex club 
for men 


6pm-6am 

Mon-Fri 


12noon-6am 
Sat/Sun 



ADULT BOOKS 
OBJECTS OF FINE ART 




iii - Ttiiir: 10am -11pm - Fri-SaL 10am -12am 
www.jaguarbookstore.com *415-863-4777 



Special 
Golden 
Shower 
Buddies 
Wed. 
Mar. 31 

door 8-11pm j 
play 'til late d 


Blow 

Buddies 

Parties 

Each Thur, 
Fri, Sat, & 
Sun. 


Open after hours 
Thur, Fri & Sat. 
Cali or click for 
details. 


www.blowbuddies.com I 


South of Market - 033 Harrison St (@ 5th) 
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Don’t want to use the #900 line? Use BLOCK OF TIME ™ 

You can purchase time on our system by calling 1-800-321-6845 and requesting 
a 10, 20, 30, or 60 minute Block of Time 1 " with discounts of up to 20%. 

The cost is $1.99 per minute and you may use your Visa, MasterCard, Discover, 
or American Express card. You will be able to respond, browse, and retrieve 
messages by using your Block of Time'” account from any touch-tone phone! 


BARii 


K 


PARTING 

GLANCES 

Troy: EROS 1-11-04 

Carlos with the intense brown eyes wants 
to see more of you...If you're interested. 
22 71050 


H.H. Haven’t You Figured It Out? 

E.O. and E. DiP. lied to you because they 
were jealous of our friendship. They want¬ 
ed to separate us and they did. I miss 
making you cum. K. S 71144 


Untangle my wand again, please... 

What do baby names, Bakersfield and the 
Wizard of Oz have in common? ERAN! 
Need you to untangle my wand 
again...Kicking myself for not taking your 
card. 22 71146 


Antonio Watergarden 3-13 S.J. 

We met. You came to my room #14. It 
was great! Would love to see you again. 
Bill. 22 71147 


SEEKING 

RELATIONSHIP 


Friendship And More... 

Horny Latino "Brazilian" 38, 57, 142lbs, 
w/nice muscular lean body. I'm seeking 
guy 25-40 who knows what you want 
Size, race unimportant. 2? 71101 


HORNEY-DON Is Back & HOT As Ever 

Hey! all you studs out there, looking to 
have a great time, well don't hesitate. I 
will make you feel so good physically and 
emotionally. Requirements^ (Honesty) if 
you are naturally honest, well, you have a 
new friend and maybe more. 42 yo, shaved 
head hazel eye's 5'8", HOT! HOT! HOT! 
Leave message. 22 71102 


Poz On Peninsula 

GWM, 45 yrs old, 6'2", 205lbs. Love 
walks on beach, movies, drives along 
coast, quiet times at home, non smoker, 
not into "gay" scene, hope to hear from 
you. & 71110 


GJM Into Heavy, Intense j/o, d/t, c/b 

worship, oral, drinking/partying, your 
place, PM only. Age, size, race, lools 
unimpt to both of us. 2? 71111 


Deaf, Jewish white male, 40's, 6' 174#, 
top seeking black/latin/asian males, 20s- 
40s, masculine, in good shape, and skinny 
to football build types for hot times and 
adventurest 2? 71112 


Top Seeks Bottom w/Facial Hair 

8" cut, works magic on supple butts. Be 
honest, be real, for experienced ride to¬ 
ward lifetime of ectasy; be poz. S 71123 


Attention Huge Nippled Guys 

I'm muscular, healthy, clean, 46 yrs, Wish 
es to date on a reg basis a muscular guy 
w/huge protruding nipples. I guarentee my 
mouth & attention will satisfy you. Pis 
serious only. Thank you! S 71124 


Athletic Skater Guy 

39,5'7", 156#, healthy, cute, slim, ver¬ 
satile, GLM legal resident: ISO slim, 
masc. guy GWM/GLM, hanging out buddy. 
Size unimportant. Small dick is nice to @ 
my height. Under 40 yrs, versatile. Into 69. 
22 71122 


Muscular Guy Seeks Asian 

I'm Caucasian, 47 yrs, healthy, work out 4 
days a week. Is there a smooth, muscular 
Asian out there who is serious, dependable 
and not into playing games? If so, call 
me...lets meet. 2f 71125 


Lonely Transexual 

I'm the only transsexual in this state hos¬ 
pital. I am very lonely, looking for trans¬ 
sexual or gay man to write for friendship 
and growth. Race, age and sexual fetishes' 
don't matter. 2? 71143 


Asian 

Young looking, caring GAM, mid 50's, 
slim, healthy, affectionate, is looking for 
an older GWM for relationship. We enjoy 
quiet times, cooking, traveling. No smok¬ 
ing. 2? 71142 

Craving Affection? 

Feeling lonely or unloved? Need an under¬ 
standing new friend to talk to, get to know 
better, and hug. Slim masculine guy, 44, 
seeks another slim masculine guy younger 
or same age, any race. 22 71136 


The Hottest Guy In Town 

Even the hottest guy in town is not worth 
risking your life over. Always play safe. 
Wear a condom and never exchange bodi¬ 
ly fluids. Remember, safe sex is hot sex! 

22 SAFE 


Healthy Vegan Lookn 2 Date 

41 yo GWM, 55,130, wants 2 meet a ve- 
gatarian, drug N disease free. U: 35-50, 
slim, in shape. Likes art & nature. 22 
71135 


I’d Love A Gay Beck 

GWM, 52, 5'11", 185#, into Shakespear 
(and his intellectual context), Satie, Beck, 
daily workouts, seeks NS younger man for 
LTR. Prefer 5'4"-5'8", 110#-130#, sen¬ 
suous, affectionate, with cute butt. 2? 
71138 


Redhead 

SWM, ex-navy, 5'10", 180 lbs. Mobile 
Home owner 22 71137 


Classic Cock 

Chisled by a master circumsizer with 31 
waist, lean defined chest and masculine 
friendly personality. Owner 44, seeks 
younger slim bodied manly guy with a lov¬ 
ing heart and mouth. HIV negative. 

22 71150 


ISO One Great Man 

Me! GWM late 40's, top, 6'3", 175, 
height & weight proportionate. ISO White 
or Latin bottom h/w proportionate. ISO of 
good times & more. 22 71148 


SEEKING 

ADVENTURE 


Spank Your Butt 

Hot, masculine top, 38,5'11", 175#, 
seeks well-built bottom with nice round 
ass for over-the-knee spanking, role play¬ 
ing and plowing your ass. 22 71086 


Hungry Blk Sub Sks Dom Top 

5'10" 160 muscular slave. Seeks very 
dom, aggresive, verbal top. Into every¬ 
thing. Eager to obey. You command, I 
obey. I love to be verbally abused, 
forcefed, plowed, tied, spanked. 22 
71103 


Cocksucker Looking For Big 

WM, 50,5'9", hairy, heavy, gr eyes, easy 
going, bottom & great cocksucker that 
loves to swallow. Looking for big tools, 
pref black or latino. Looking for reg; pos¬ 
sible LTR. 22 71104 


Needed: Cute,Young,Smooth, Hung 

Blonde. Financial reward. Give Daddy 
what he wants, and Daddy will give you 
what you want. 22 71105 


Seeking Clean Men 

I am Hispanic 49 yo, 185 lbs., ISO friend¬ 
ship or LTR with clean man. I am in 
Sonoma. 22 71106 


Friendly GAM Seeking Fun 

GAM, 27,5'7", 140, smooth, fit, gdlking. 
Looking for other cute GAM/GWM under 
35 for hot sensual fun & friendship. Must 
be slim, friendly & cute. 22 71113 


The Sexiest Guy In Town 

Even the sexiest guy in town is not worth 
risking your life over. Always play safe. 
Wear a condom and never exchange bodi¬ 
ly fluids. 22 SAFE 


Batter Up! 

39, WM, bl/bl, 1951b, clean cut muscular 
guy seeks field club or lower box date to 
Giants games. Lunch or dinner at Zagat¬ 
rated restaurant a plus. Call any time. 

22 71114 


Tallmen Only 

With small dick - will get good and inter¬ 
esting treatment, please call. 22 71115 


Hard Riding Top 

Linebacker built stocky fun hung hi-nrg 
guy 50 s/p blond ISO shaved/bald hard¬ 
core bottom to rim-n-ride. Any age/race 
poss, LTR for right fuck buddy. 22 71116 


Hungry Blk Sub Sks Dom Top 

5'10", 160, muscular slave. Seeks very 
dom, aggresive, verbal top. Into every¬ 
thing. eager to obey. You command, I 
obey. I love to be verbally abused, force 
fed, plowed, tied, spanked. S 71121 


Smooth Asian 

Seeking smooth gym toned white males to 
service orally and jerk off together. Let's 
play on a regular basis. 22 71126 


Seeking GWM For Private Party 

Sexy GWM seeks tight Asian bottoms for 
private play party. Must be HIV-, no 
drugs, safe, slender. Call ASAP. 22 
71128 


The Sexiest Guy In Town 

Even the sexiest guy in town is not worth 
risking your life over. Always play safe. 
Wear a condom and never exchange bodi¬ 
ly fluids. Be safe! 22 SAFE 


BABIalk 

PERSONALS 
ARE FREE! 


CATEGORY 

Parting Glances □ 
Seeking Relationship □ 
Seeking Adventure □ 
Lesbian □ 
Fetishes □ 
Couples □ 
Others □ 


Headline, 30 characters maximum 


You must use this form to submit ads. Deadline for ads is TUESDAY at 5 PM, for the fol¬ 
lowing week's issue. New ads run for three consecutive weeks. You will be notified by mail 
with information on how to leave and retrieve messages from your mailbox ad. Print clear¬ 
ly. No ads will be accepted without valid address, telephone number and legible text. The 
Bay Area Reporter reserves the right to edit ads. One ad per customer per week. 


Name 

Daytime Telephone 

Address 

Evening Telephone 

City 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

State Zip 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 


Write the rest of your ad here, 30 words maximum 


MAIL FORM TO: BAR Talk, Bay Area Reporter, 395 Ninth Street, San Francisco, CA 94103 


Very Large Loads Wanted!! 

6'1", 200 lb., German/ltalian, needs to be 
fucked on a regualr basis by a man who 
shoots extremely large loads of CUM! 22 
71134 


Poz Blk Freak 

5'8", 177, bald, cut, into video watching, 
rim, suck, fist fuck, toys, groups, JO, 3 
ways and other nasty things. 22 71139 


Spank Your Butt 

Hot, masculine top, 38, 5'11", 175#, 
seeks well-built bottom with nice round 
ass for over-the-knee spanking, role play¬ 
ing and plowing your ass. 22 71145 


Blue Collar Stud(s) Sought 

Latin or Arab a plus. To explore domi¬ 
nance/submission with mid-40's, Anglo 
over educated, but appreciative guy. 

22 71141 


Sex Off Street 

Hot Sex! 22 71127 


Horny Senior Seeks Service 

Young (20-30's) hung studs who like older 
guys (60's). Invited to suck my 7" uncut 
dick, work my rigid nipples. I can recipro¬ 
cate. 22 71133 


The Hottest Guy In Town 

Even the hottest guy in town is not worth 
risking your life over. Always play safe. 
Wear a condom and never exchange bodi¬ 
ly fluids. Remember, safe sex is hot sex! 
22 SAFE 


Spanker Wanted For OTK 

Spank my bare butt. Will reciprocate if 
desired or I spank you. No recprocity re¬ 
quired. Me: 159 lbs, 5'6", curly brown 
hair. Can do scenes. 22 71149 


FETISHES 


Discipline... 

Senior male will accept discipline. Slim, 
smooth shaved body. Experienced. Erotic. 
Available days, weekends. Upper Haight. 
22 71107 


Torture My Testicles 

48,5'10", 145. HIV negative (you too). 
Slim, almost hairless body with cute little 
genitals that invite pain. 22 71108 


Good Looking Bottom Blonde Blu 6’ 

Like being restrained under a rim seat. 
Like to huff on man smells & poppers, 
heavy into ass hole worship, love being a 
toilet for hairy ass men. 22 71117 


Do You Smoke A Pipe? (Tobacco) 

College jock seeks older chubby daddy 
(250+) to orally satisfy while he smokes 
his pipe. No reciprocation wanted. Please 
be a true pipe smoker. 22 71119 


Scraggly, Beard Stubbled jeans guy 

seeking similar guy. Heavy intense j/o, 
dirty talk, phallic worhsip, partying buddy 
desired. Some oral OK. Your place, PM 
only. Not into toys, videos, groups, anal. 
Long partying scenes only. 22 71120 


Dirty-Minded Older Men 

WM 46,165lbs, dark hair. I'm looking 
for hot, raunchy & kinky times with older 
men; alone or in groups. Husky/heavy set 
a plus. Not into pain, S & M, VA, drugs 
or the gay scene. 22 71118 


The Hottest Guy In Town 

Even the hottest guy in town is not worth 
risking your life over. Always play safe. 
Wear a condom and never exchange bodi¬ 
ly fluids. Remember, safe sex is hot sex! 
22 SAFE 


Average Load Shot In 3 Spurts? 

Let's try for 5, my superior techniques/tal¬ 
ented tongue routinely achieve 6! Win 
coveted unsuspected prize/write home to 
Mom! 22 71130 


Write Your Own Headline? 

4:35am, you awake alone with massive 
hard-on/not to worry/you call; in minutes. 
I'm down on that meat, your load past his¬ 
tory! 22 71132 


Looking For Rape Fetisher 

WM, 28, smooth, 5'10", 140, with GBI- 
masculine WM 25. Me asleep. You feel 
good. 22 71129 


Dubya’s Suck’N’Swallow Svc 

Takes loads off your mind w/one phone 
call, per— midnite to 6am OK— Shoot 
big time every time via constitutional 
amendment! 22 71131 


Young Cum Cigars Threesome 69 

Me: HM, age 56, ISO young cum (18-21 
only) for 69, smoke cigars, suck/fuck. 
Pluses: pretty boys, tight ass, pretty lips, 
oohs- S 71140 


Smokers 

LM 48, 6', 165 lbs. I'm looking for a reg¬ 
ular cigar, pipe Or cigarette smoker for 
sensual times & deep kissing. Prefer men 
around my age or older that aren't into 
the gay scene or lifestyle. 22 71151 


Exhibitionist/JO/Sleaze 

Goodlooking w/nice bod-you too, with 
nasty disposition; love sleazy, revealing, 
"worn out" attire. Wet crotches, j/o, w/s, 
“public play", g/s buddies@933. No 
drugs or alcohol. 22 71152 


Keep Me In Diapers and... 

Humiliate me with VA, WS, Enemas, B & 
D, and more! I look like a clean cut foot¬ 
ball player, but rather be your sissy! 

22 71153 


OTHERS 


Room Available For Sex No Strings 

5'9", 170 shaved head 32 looking for 
guys between ages 18-50 who come to 
San Diego and need a place to stay and 
have fun. 22 71085 


Onyx The Colon Beater 

Bi male 29 yo, smooth, tatoos and very 
hung in search of Daddy time who can 
spoil me in every way. Myself strip, stu¬ 
dent. E-Mail: onyxthecolonbeater@yahoo 
22 71154 
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BayAri ; a Reporter 

Personals 


MASSAGE 



Cute, Smooth, Tender 

26Y/0 ASIAN 

In/Out $60 

DAVE*567-7693 

_ * _04 

Erotic nude Mas by mature in-shape 
man SF24Hr Mark 398-2441 

_ E16 

EBAY BEEFY MUSCL 

Gives good deep Swedish! 

Masc, hairy, 195, 5'11", 45, moust. 
M-F aft 5, w/e OK-RIx-Table/Oil 
In $60/60, $90/90 510-601-6995 Ei6 

BODYWORK BY ASIAN 

CMT 5'6", 130, full body, real mass- 
ge. In/Out. 218-0128 
__ 

Relax Release enjoy a sensual full 
body massage by 40 CMT 75 min 
$50 Great hands from Stan 641-8221 6 

SERIOUS SPORTS MASSAGE 

www.BodySpa-SF.com 

FIRESIDE MASSAGE 

Unique style therapeutic and erotic 
massage in front of a fireplace. Out 
calls available also. Johnny 505-3060^ 

FEEL THE DIFFERENCE 

Strong, energetic and athletic. Fer¬ 
nando CMT (510) 325-7725. In/Out. 9 

MASSAGE BY HOT ASIAN 

28,5'8",145, Silky XXX Smooth 
$80 In/100 Out, Call Hung 948-7244^ 

CUTE MASSEUR 225-4081 

5'9" 145Lbs. 30wst fit Slim/Smooth 
Blond/Brn eyes. SF/Marin. In/Out. 
Have table. eij 

SANTA ROSA HIDEAWAY 

Superb very personal massage plus 
fantasies explored by mature masseur 
in remote country setting. Also,group 
massages and Overnight and Daytime 
Spa and Massage Getaway Packages. 
Roger 707-525-1771www.sr-hideaway.com ? 

COMPLETE FULL BODY 

Sensual massage done in the nude by 
masculine endowed mature masseur 
at your pi ace. Chuck •(510)388-4941^ 

SJ SFEB ASIAN CMT 

VGL masc GAM,33/5'6"/150/6.5. 
Sensual full body ascupressure & 
Shiastsu massasge w/release done 
nude, Therapeutic too. In/Out. 

Call Smooth Doug 408-202-0811. m 

EROTIC MASSAGE 

Healing, sensual, loving touch 
Deep tissue, Older men welcomed. 
Hotels, 24 Hours 
Josh, CMT. • (415) 346-4677. 



EXCELLENT MASSAGE 
415 255-0850 DREW 
IN/OUT 


LOVING 

STROKES 



STRONG HANDS 
SENSITIVE & EXPERIENCED 

From Stress Reduction to 
Simple Relaxation 

STEVE C.M.T. 
821-2985 


Strong hands, 
i warm heart 

Kim Duff, cmt 

415 - 
305 - 
4869 


[Return home to your body... 
www.kduffcmt.com 

Castro Certified • Only $45/$65 

•WANNA MELT?* 

Jim de Masseur • 415-621-4517 

E13 

SEXY SOCCER PLAYER 

Erotic nude massage masculine 
friendly handsome Latino 28y/o 24/7 
158 lbs in/out call Max 441 2854 

_EJ3 

TRIP TO XTASY!!! 

BUNS & LEGS, NOOKS & 
CRANNYS, MY SPECIALTY 

Hotman 48 6' 165 S&P Beard, hung 
Erotic FullBody Massage In/Out 
lOam-lOpm $60-70 M/C Visa. Add 
$5. Call Dick 415-244-8828 

__ F.14 

Mack's "FullBody" Massage 
In/Out Calls 415-350-0968 

E13 

FULL NUDE RELEASE 

I am a 25 year old model that has 
been in several large publications. 6'3 
216Lbs Blonde hair/blue eyes, I am 
smooth with a 8X6 uncut. I have a 
hard, ripped body with a face that 
could stop a freight train. When I 
walk, people stop and stare. My mas¬ 
culinity drives men and women crazy 
alike. I am a great masseur and spe¬ 
cialize in full nude, full release sensu¬ 
al rubdowns From "head to toe!" So 
come on in and release some tension. 

Mike • 415-505-5437. 
_ m 

PROSTATE BLISS 

and health+full-body by pro. In $60. 
989-7736. Union Square area. 

HAIRY MASSEUR 

full body full release massage 
done in the nude by a very nice 
looking naturally hairy guy! 
510-912-8812. Outcalls only. 

E13 

HUGE FAT CUT MEAT 

9X6 Cut, 6' 180# 45 full release 
In $60 • Buck • 724-8117. 

E14 

MALE4MALE MASSAGE! 

EROTIC & RELAXING 
Sunnyvale Location. Evenings only. 
650-248-8485 leave msg for Daniel. 



Interactive 
Massage 
Therapy. 
Personal Can 



BLOW-AWAY FULL-BODY 

DADDY MASSAGE 

LUSH SATISFYING 

.IAS 

CASTRO LOC. 11 (>4-5447 


SPEEDO BOY 24 

Attractive, masculine CMT in Union 
Square (415) 929-9224. Apolo 

14+ yrs exp, Full Tension Release 

•MID-PENINSULA-CMT* 

In/Out,days/eves,Tom,650-345-731^ 

Sexual Rub/Hot 8" Nudist/Cum To¬ 
gether/E rotic/Ken/346-4966/$80 

Peninsula Therapeutic and Erotic 
In/Out. Full Body TLC 650-367-7528 27 

WWW.SFGAYMASSAGE.C0M 2 

San Jose Airport Area, Hot tub, mas¬ 
sage & body work/play in a private 
studio. Forest, a bear,CMT 
408-605-1528. £ij 

Sexy blonde will rub U down 

HOT EURO BOY 

Horny 24yobottom/smooth 5'7"135# 
In/Out Calls - Jason 415-210-1526 


ENERGYBODYCENTER.COM 

Integrative Bodywork 552-7417 


Young*Brown*Kinky*24Hr*540-0269 


EXCELLENT MASSAGE 

Skilled intuitive Swedish body¬ 
work & steamin hot nude erotic 
touch in warm clean studio near 
Dolores park by tall lean sexy 
blond w/strong hands/deep hot 
prostate work by appt. /60 
min=$80/90min=$100/2hrs= $120. 
Heron Saline, CHT415/706- 
9740&U leave feeling goooooood! 


MASSAGE 


CUTE ASIAN BOV 

Full Body Massage 415-385-0502 F 



Swedish, 
deep tissue 
6- reflexology 

9am-7pm 


415.282.5506 • www.touchspa.con 



Erwan 

#4kCMT 

¥ Hr ‘ 


Swedish, 
deep massage 

Monday-Saturday 
9am-7pm 


COMPLETE RELEASE 


CONCORD-WALNUT CREEK 

FULL BODY/FULL PLEASURE 

BY FRED OR BUTCHY 
90-MI NUTES/S40 

CALL:925-6B2-5675 



Ultiihte 
Deep Tissue & 
Till UiBSSBEE 

non-SEHIAL 

5SB-BSS4 


VALENTE 

Erotic Massage by sexy Mexican. See 
pics: www.gaydar.co.uk/valentemx 
Cell: 415 342-1675. 


SENSUAL NUDE MASSAGE 

Latino boy 26yo Danny 305-6856 
Friendly, slim,sexy, tan,5'7",130#. 


FULL SERVICE 

U & I naked. Let's spice it up!Combo:Ther- 
aputic Erotic. Deep & long session. 
Strip&release! Studio/shower/table. Italian 
37yo,6'4"195#,8"cutDark skin,hairy,fit 
& lean body. Friendly&for every body 
(No limits). Enrico (415) 621^202. 


NUDE MASSAGE 
HUNG 9X7UC,6’2”165# 

VGL Call David @ 415-240-9986 
Out Calls Only ejj 

LAY YOUR WEARY BODY 

on my table. Tall trim masseur. 
Castro. In $39. Peter • 298-3309 

E13 

EAST BAY MASSAGE 

Therapeutic 2 erotic,relaxing 2 deeply 
stimulating. $100-90 min. 41 y.o., blond 
6', 170, friendly, sexy. Brad (510) 
418*0979. (In Berkeley). 


EcsiasYOfBeriin 

Hirrisora* CMT wt, a 
ucfi tsuoh ter 

tr s-unaul 

■ f Philip: 4154550-4333 
wwHKbortinboy.com 



San Jose-FullBody Swedish*CMT* 
$40/hr-$55 11/2 hr - Shower avail. 
8AM-9PM 7 days-same day appt's. 
408-288-6169 • Anthony • Air Cond. fc 

ACHING FOR A MASSAGE 

Deep, rich, relaxing, strong therapeu¬ 
tic massage for in-shape guys by 29 
yr old. Student discount, in/out calls, 
day/eve and late nite apptmts avail. 
Eric • 841-5870. 

_E13 

Fremont CMT, Jim • Great Hands • 
Therapeutic/Relaxing. Mature. 
$40/Hour • (510) 651-2217. 

VALLEJO MASSAGE4MEN! 

www.sfgaymassage.com/agino.html 
by appt only: Gino 925 200-6236. £w 

www.handsontouch.org 

SACRED TOUCH 

Intentional Focused Eroticism 

Derek, CMT 415-255-1164 

_'_;_§18 

Michael's Bodywork, East Bay 

HEART-FELT MASSAGE 

Mike,CMT, $40/hour 510 436-3305 3 
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massage 



www.shimtantra.com 



connecti^p 
erotic JK 
body 9 1 
and 
spirit 

Shim 971-9720 




Magnificent Massage Huge Hands 
relax, Nurture Rich 510-207-0545 E22 

LAYDOWN & RELAX 

LET ME DO THE REST 

Excellent full-body Swedish 
Massage. In calls. $60 1 hour 
415-440-0723 • Tommy 

Warm & strong, CMT Pro 
You'll return frequently for my 

HEALING TOUCH 

Irv 415-412-8570 in/out lOa-lOp 
www.SurgingSpringMassage.com Ei6 

Hot swimmer*Uncut*24hr*540-02(^ 

FULL ATTENTION 

Massage: skilled, intuitive bodywork 
& presence for you in my warm, clean 
studio nr Dolores Park by tall 
smooth, muse blond w/strong hands. 
Also hypnosis, coaching in neo-tantra 
& full range of erotic work incl pros¬ 
trate. 90 min=$100, 2hrs=$120 
Heron Saline, CMT 415-706-9740 £]4 

Cute boy, 23, br/hz, smooth, sexy - 
erotic sensual touch. 756-9911. Ei4 

TOTAL MAN 

M4M MASSAGE WORKSHOP 

Join us for a weekend workshop 
to learn Basic Massage and to 
develop inimacy with other men 
through Healthy Touch. 

Dates: April 10-11 (10 am-6 pm) 

Cost: $250 b4 April 1 ($275 after) 
Location: SF School of Massage. 
Contact: Joe Anthony for info 
and to reserve 415-863-2990 
Class size is limited to 15 men 
so please call to reserve now. 



by Strong, 
I Friendly CMT 
Swedish/ 
Deep Tissue 
In/Out 


Massage Table 


"able j 
% 




Call RON 

(415) 235-2755 


In/Out 
$100-2 hr 
25 -ff7” -138 


Professional Foo§& Body 
with Aroma Oil 


THAI MASSAGE 




ASIAN / THAI 

| Thai Massage 

Swedish/Deep Tissue 

Relaxation 

Therapeutic 

5'9", 140lbs.,gym tone 

'Call Tu (CMT) 

415-99947871 


Come feel the 
heat of Thailand. 

Sensual Thai MSG 

by Kob 346-7975 

ASIAN JOCK 


SUPER PROSTATE & NIPPLE 

real therapeutic with release. 

My place, Grove & Franklin St. 

Clean, Safe, Fun. Shower avaail. 
lnfo:244-9924 "You will Love it". 

_E13 

CUM PLAY WITH ME 
RELAXATION 

Playful, horny, adventurous. Relax & 
get off. Erotic/Therapeutic. CMT. 
Lower Haight. Table/Shower. Italian 
Hunk. Fit & lean, beautiful hairy body. 
Dark skinned, 38y/6'4"/190#/8"cut. 
EVERYONE WELCOME. 

$70/hour. $20 more outcall. Also 
LONGER sessions. Very friendly. 

Rico 415-260-0803 E14 

STRESSFUL WEEK? 

Pamper yourself with a Swedish, 
massage. Zen out on my table 
while I focus on you. Clean 
environment, Pvt room. In: $50 
p/hr, $70 1.5 hrs. Out: fee chg 
(S.F. only), tel 415-794-7060 
Non-sexual. 

_E14 

GREAT HANDS MASSAGE 

Tall 6'5" 245 bind blu Nebraska 
farm boy residing in Cali, ready to 
give great massage. In or out 75 per hour 
408-569-3891. 


MODELS/ ESCORTS 



-LONG & SLOW- 
MY SPECIALTY 

6’3”, 185#Top 
Fom Mild to Wild. 
Sensual & Slow. 
Playroom/Sling 
Beginners Welcome 

Call Jay 

415.385.9623 



Escort ^ Model * Performer 
hillywjldxxx^gjpAepm 
Hairy 



Orlando-April 8-12 

* Cay Video Performer * 
Billy Wild * Now Available 

♦ wwwJliHyWMcpm ♦ 



Goodlooking, 6'1", 165 Lbs 

ASIAN 

TOP 

$80/$ 100 * JIM 269-5707 


LEATHER 

TOP! 

Light to heavy sensual SM 
handsome experienced w/dungeon 

TOM 415-487-1296 


CONSTRUCTION WORKER TOP 

6-1, 177#, vgl, 9 inch cut 
Page 650-523-9133, and massage 


*H0T HAWAIIN FILIPINO* 

32, smooth & muscular for erotic 
massage. Alan @ (415) 407-1554. 


SFESCORTREVIEWS.COM 

SFESCORTREVIEWS.COM 

SFESCORTREVIEWS.COM 


TRENT 

FOSTERS 

2151bs, 5’10” 
9x7 cut 

Muscle Worship, 
Massage 
Versatile Top 
2 Man Show Available 
www.trentfosters.com 

323.899.4544 




CAESAR 

Porn Star/Bodybuilder 
Available for Muscle 
worship, 

role play, vanilla to kink, 
top to bottom, 
two man show available. 

323.251.7328 

Caesar@Caesarworld.com 

www.Caesarworld.com 


HUGE FAT HARD TOOL 



TRUE 9x7 

Easygoing, Friendly and Honest 
SCOTT STANTON: 415.210.2505 



The Dad of Your Dreams 

6*5“ • 285# • 9x7cut • Total Top 
WWW.GENTLEMANMU8CLE.COM 
DEREK8TEEL@EARTHLINK.NET 

925-200-8441 



25 YU OLD 
6T r • 205 lrs • 8 rr x6 rr 

OUTCALLS -24/7 
INCALLS - WEEKENDS ONLY 

VERY OPEN TO 
FULFILLING YOUR 
FANATASIES 

daye 415-441-4153 


Handsome Italian top hung 10x7! 

CHOKE ON THIS! 

Gentle strength & arousing edge 
In/Out all Bay Area 415-256-6743 ^ 

WWW.M4MESCORT.COM 

AFFECTION STUD 

28 GWM 6' 190lbs 32wst Big Legs 
7" cut Hot BubbleButt Cleancut 
Masculine Versatile In/Out 24/7 

PAGE ME (415) 227-7727 e 

WWW. 

TOTALTOP 

.COM 

_E14 

STEEL 

WORKER 

6-1,180#, muscular, 9inch cut, 

29yrs, Top call Steve 415-595-3064 


Anything goes Asian 57" 135lbs 
Tom 415-412-7261 

_E] 

Frat Boy Hunk 

Solid Muscular Pecs, Abs & Legs 
Deep throat and young jock ass 
5'9", 155#,30W,8" 640-4045 

http://www.sffootplay.com/ 

SIZE 12 FEET 

COLLEGE BOY-21 YO WM 

$120 Out Only 415-739-9217 Pgr £] 

Bl BLK STUD TOP 

Handsome hung and functional 
also friendly and very discreet. 

Out Only. 

CEDRIC • 510 776-5945. E] 

Uniformed/Booted/Armed/Dominant 

LEATHER COP 

Fully Equipped Private Facility 
Beginning or Advanced Training 
Dave Hammer 415-821-1342 
DogCopSF@hotmail.com 









































































































































9X7 UC CUTE TOP 

6’2”,165#SWIMMERS BIUILD 

DAVID • 240-9986 


STR8 HOT MUSCLE!!! 

Blonde Blue Gorgeous 
S & M -Fun • 415-995-7550 

6'2"/160Lbs/Hung/Nice Guy/Cutie 

HORNY 21 YO WM 
TALL* YOUNG *HOT 

$120 Out Only - in SF City 
$140 In South/East Bay Nr. BART 

415-596-0734-SHAWN 


Hot, masculine w/buzzcut & goatee- 

SHVD.HEAD 

STUD 

6ft., ez-goin'well-hung,big balls 
Clint*415-540-5311*in/out.24hrs. 
See pics-swingonmything@aol.com F 

HOT HUNG VERS BLOND 

Muscular Nordic stud w/8 thick" 

& smooth round ass 6'3" 190#:on 
my knees, on my back or on you. 
$150 mild to wild 415/706-9740 

HOT SALSA 

Slender, handsome, hung, any area 
415-577-8846 



BLK STUD 4 U 

10X7 GOODLOOKING 
MUSCLED & DISCREET 

DARRYL $200/0UT 
415-515-4954 

Hot Blonde w/green eyes 

SEXY NEW 
BOYTOY 

57" 135# Smooth/Bottom/Boyish 24yo 
In/Out calls - Jason 415-210-1526 

_E 

YOUNG STR8 LATIN 

Thug invites you to fulfill fantasies of 
being manhandled, intruder rape, 
bondage, trained to be my slave whore. 

INDULGE ME WITH YOUR 
IDEAS (NICE-NAUGHTY). 

23, Fine-thug, 57", 153, passionate, 
dominant with commanding voice, 
muscular build, tats, 7" uncut... 

In/Out Thug4pleasure@aol.com or 
(650) 271-3711., Enrique 

BI-HIGHWAY WORKER 

5-7, 135#, hzl-brn, 8.5c 
415 776-7756 Kori 

AFFECTIONATE 
KISSABLE, CUTE 
BOTTOM BOY 

LET ME MAKE YOU SMILE 

26,slim,smooth & I love to kiss! 

Blond, Blue & Tattooed; No drugs. 
Friendly, STD & Ego free!!!Out Only. 
$120 plus cab, 415-871-4228 SEAN 


VGL, Masculine, Sexy, Top Stud 8x5c 

SPRING ON THIS 

33 5'11"175# br/bl Jake 415-336-1584 
Hot 2nd stud avail 30 5'9" Ital 8x6c 


SEXY JEWISH 

Very handsome, green eyes, great body, 
gorgeous butt & very well hung. Will 
fulfill your fantasies and more. 207-6117 


JUST TURNED 18 

Hot exotic twink, smooth bod 
5'11", 140#, 7 1/2 cut, top. I'm a 
cute black boy. Out only. 

Ryan (415) 713-7098 

Sexy jock, 22, 5'11", 140, br/gr 
Cute, smooth, hung. 210-9291. 

Exotic body rub by handsome 
Hung Daddy $75 Steve 571-9545. 


WORSHIP A STRAIGHT 
GUY’S WIDE C_K 

I WATCH A VIDEO OF MY GF 
WHILE YOU SERVICE ME. 
WWW.JOHNNYLYNDON.NET 

Outcall in SF only - 24 hrs 
(415) 240-0895 Always Hard. 

5'8" x 150#, 23yo, Buff. Steve 994-9409 

HOT STRT STUD! “9”!! 

23yo, Latin Top uncut 8" smooth 
5'6", 135# Franc $100 ^3130347 

Outcall Daddy Bear 412-0397 

PORNSTAR 
UKIAH WOODS 

guystats.com\bigblkdick for pic 
26 cute hung 10x7 top & discreet! 
hungstr8t@yahoo.com $150 out 

LETS GET IT ON 

Muscular/Gorg. Iks all activity 
you name it. In 3pm - 5am 
415-571-6210 800 501-2832 
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Tom BuStone 



Handsome Hairy Hung 


6’ 160# 35 All Top 

Reliable Vanilla 

Professsional Kink 
Trustworthy Domination 
Open-Minded Fetish Play 
Discreet R 0 | e Play 

Safe Massage 

HOT! 

-777 your money 

Demand Quality 
415-256-6743 

Calls returned in 5 mins. 
email :TomBuStoneXXX@aol.com 



CALL DUKE 415 436-9379 


imimm 

MASCUUNE TOP MID 40s 6'3185' 
ENJOY SCENES FROM SLOW, SENSUAL 
& PASSIONATE TO LEATHER & KINK. 

UNHURRIED & DISCREET. 
EXPLORE SOMETHING NEW WITH ME! 


STR8 HOT MUSCLE!!! 

Blonde Blue Gorgeous 
S & M -Fun • 415-995-7550 


“NICK GIVES GOOD FIST” 

Also has toys 4 boys any age 
I'm great w/beginners & advanced 
Need a helping hand? 415-885-1471 

_ _E12 

LET’S PARTY “9” 

(415) 775-4771, 24 Hours. 

J___'_E12 

CUTE OREGON BOY 

21, slender, smooth, br/br 
Sensual, fun. 415-424-1502 Out 


Athletic skater boy, 22, br/gr 
Cute, lean, sexy, hung. 210-9291 £i2 

28yo, 5'9", 150#, 29w, 40c, smooth 
Your fantasy? Strip Show? And? 

CLASSIC 

ASIAN 

LM 415-846-9911 $120 out only. 


HOTMUSC BI-WM JOCK 

Great Package -ln-$150/hr & out Joe 
24 hrs (415) 240-5664-25yo 6' 185# 

WWW.SFSTUDS.COM 


Erotic Rub By Handsome Hung 
Daddy $60 out only Ken 865-9718 e 

Hotyngathblk9" 

Out only Tevin 415-724-2704 


Young Blk Island Boy 
In/Out 510-395-6353 


H0T8UNCUT 

SMOOTH 

26 yr, 6', 170# Top, out only 
Call Joe 533-0473 $120 


SWEET SKINHEAD 

Friendly, handsome, versatile 
34, 5'10", 160#, cut thick 8" 

Likes to kick back. 902-5587 Andy^ 



PLACES TO MEET GUYS FOR SEX IN THE BAY AREA! 


XXX WEB 


ORDER IN-OR EAT 

• Loads of Locations to look for Sex 

• Live Chat with Guys in the Bay Area 

• Personals & Message Boards 

OVER 5,000 BAY AREA 
MEMBERS! 


www.squirt.org 



Bay Area Guide to Gay Cruising 
Enter Free Trial code 3295 

WWW.SQUIRT.ORG 

_E39 

XXX GAY DVD’S 

Spunkvideo.com has the hottest 
new adult DVD's at deep discount 
All the popular brands & stars 
plus nasty bareback & fetish 
titles, in stock & ready 2 cum. 

SPUNKVIDEO.COM 

__E15 


All Sex 
No Shame 

WWW.SEX4HOT1VIEN.COM 

Hot men cruising 
24 hrs. 

WWW.M4M4SEX.COM 

_E39 

See what's hot and happen in this 
week. 

POWERHOUSE-SF.COM 




Newfea’ 

helpyoi 
men fa 


Now up i 
9 photos 


Real voice 
Profiles 


• Free 

Conference 

Calling 
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PEOPLE 


20th Anniversary Return of the 







Firodtayp Apm aft iptnro 

POWERHOUSE 

, ^ 1 i34j.T FoQssoinre SSm®^ 

^ijP^Scott Brogan 

Celebrity Gu 5^g S 0 f FUN! s 

Benefits HRC S GLAAD L ° Fantastic P nze 

For info or to volunteer call (415)865-9518 or emal ton^ddock@y^oo.cofn 


MEN 

Local * Live * Now 



San Francisco 

415 - 402-1010 

408-257-4411 

925-426-5588 

650-223-0200 

510-859-2000 

Call Toll FREE 

1-800-777-8000 


Hot 

local Guvs! 

Bay Area s hottest chatline 




Men Meet Men Right Now! 

Preview each guy before you decide to connect five! 

Try it for 


415-707-2400 408-539-2400 707-582-2400 
510-281-2400 650-649-2500 925-955-2000 



Good Head in Sonoma County. 

Call Days 707-823-3895 

___§19 

F00D&WINE&Y0U! 

GWM, 47,5'10" non-smoker, HIV-, ISO 
slim guy, 30's who is self-confident, flexible 
and enjoys entertaining, gardening and 
travel. Seeking fellow Wine Country resi¬ 
dents or guys in San Frand9co Bay areas Visit 
www.amatchforme.com to learn more- 
See client ad 2735. FREE 

E13 

Who is turning 60? Who is turning 
60! 

_§13 

STRICTLY SEX!! 

Hook-up Discreetly. 18+. 

Call 415-247-2000 or 
510-814-6699. Ad #5102. 

WWW.TWEAKER.ORG 

WWW.1WEAKER.ORG 


OPERA & 

SYMPHONY LOVER? 

GWM, high-tech professional, 53, 
HIV-, brn hair & eyes, 5T1" av build 
ISO fellow music afficionado in his 
30's or 40's, HIV-, attractive, upbeat 
attitude & playful with Polite with 
good social skills, OUT and comfort¬ 
able, compassionate & easy going. 

Our client is an Opera fan, loves the 
symphony, singing and Sunday New 
York Times. San Jose or San Francis¬ 
co Bay Areas preferred. Visit 
www.amatchforme.com client ad 
2738. (FREE). 

ill 


Good Head 510-849-2828 


8 -^„ 


More Than Anything I 
want to get letters everyday. 

P.0. Box 66083 Tucson, At 85728 


WNfttM 


BAY AREA MEN 


* Live Talk 
► Meet Ads 

* Voice Mail 
24 Hours 

$2.00 

976-7500 


Free 

(415) 981-8123 



E SAN FRANCISCO 

Ismukmit. 

2ND mi. EACH MONTH 

__V' MIIMTE JEKIINS mil AVMIMLE 

Cl A15.06j.2760 


Body 

BARBER ^ 


FROM BACKS & BALLS TO BUTTS 6 BEYOND 


| Call for Appt. (415) 431-4468\ 

Fisting Top looking for some A list 
pussy. 752-0971. nj 

•••SPANKING*** 

Experienced, Safe,Role-play/Real 
415-864-2766. Beginners welcome^ 

WM will suck/rim all 18-28 y.o. 

Fit men. TJ/S Cruz 831-722-3739 ^ 

SPRITUALLY 

AWARE 

DOCTOR 

Handsome GWM, physician, HIV-, 
age 51, 6' with brown hair/eyes, mus¬ 
cular build. Loves travel, dining out, 
volunteering, independent films and 
dogs. Seeks a guy 30's to 40's, slim, 
warm, caring, spiritually aware, ener¬ 
getic, and adventurous guy who also 
likes watching pro football, without 
any drug or alcohol addictions. Visit 
amatchforme.com (FREE) see Ad 
Code 2663. Eu 

Good Head, 510-849-2828 Berkeley 

Who is turning 60? Who is turning 
60! 



i 

i i 

| BA 

reaReporter 

PERSONALS ORDER FORM 

DEADLINE 

NOONonMONDA 

Payment must accc 
No ads taken over 
telephone. If you h; 
question, call 415. 
Display advertising 
available upon reqi 

1 RATES 

indicate 

Type Style 

Here ▼ 

1 1 

Mil 

X-BOL 

1 II 1 1 

D Stops t 
1 

lere T 

L 

r 

U 

BOLD Stops Here 1 

1 1 1 

r CAPS Stop Here 1 

1 II 1 

r 

Regular Stops Here ’ 

Mill 

r 

Y 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

l 

M 

u 

1 1 1 

II II 

l 

1 1 II 

jmpany ad. i i 

MINIM 


l 


u 

1 1 1 

II 1 1 

! 

1 1 II 

tne 

ive a || 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

l 

J 

u 

1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 


1 1 1 1 

861.5019. 

rates 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

l 


u 

1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 


1 II 1 

jest. 

1 l 

1 1 1 1 II 1 1 1 

ML 

L 


u 

II 1 1 

1 II 1 


1 1 1 1 

| First line, Regular 

| All subsequent lines 

I CAPS d< 

1 BOLD d< 

j X-BOLD t, 

4.50 1 1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ! 

1 

l 


u 

1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 


1 1 1 1 

3.00 , , 

Duble price 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

I 

l 


u 

1 1 1 

1 1 II 


Jill 

3uble price 

Mill 

1 

L 


u 

1 1 1 

II 1 1 


1 1 1 1 

'iple price 

II II 1 1 1 II 

MM 

M 

M 


1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 

M 

1 1 1 1 

1 PAYMENT 

| □ Cash 

| □ Personal Check 

1 □ Money Order 

j □ Visa 

I □ MasterCard 

| Minimum $10 charge 

1 on Visa and MasterCard. 

L_ _ 

CREDIT CARD PAYMENT 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

MAIL WITH 
PAYMENT TO: 

D AV ADCA 


Card Number 

Name Telephone 

REPORTER 

395 Ninth Street 

San Francisco, CA 
94103 

OR FAX TO: 

415.861.8144 

__1 

Expiration Date 

Address 

Signature 

City State Zip 

Name 

Number of Issues Classification Amount Enclosed 



































































































































































WWW.SFCENTER.ORG 

HORS D f OEUVRES CHAMPAGNE TOAST 


$100 PER TICKET 


TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE AT $55 

$10 OF EACH TICKEST SOLD IS DONATED TO 

the CHARLES M. HOLMES CAMPUS at 
11 1 the CENTER 


WWW.YO^KHOTEL.COMWWW.PLUSHROOM.COM 

940 Sutter Street San Francisco 415.885.2800 















